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constituencies, but 1 im- 

pme that in no single ceee is anv 
constituency as defined lor Dominion 
purposes composed oi exactly a eer- 
tam nmnber oi provincial eenetituen- 
cies. The result is that throughout 
the whole province there .is an over­
lapping A Dominion bonstituency 
would have round ite borders an out­
standing fringe consisting of persons 
of various surrounding provincial con­
stituencies and in many instances 
boundaries of individual polling 'sub­
divisions in provincial constituencies 
would not be coterminous with the 
boundaries of a Dominion constitu­
ency either.

A Maze of Difficulties.
So you have as a Consequence men 

who would he grouped together for 
provincial purposes upon voters’ lists 
lov either a particular polling sub­
division or for a provincial legislative 
constituency, who would not be group­
ed together for purposes of a Domin­
ion election. Now under the system 
of registration as distinct from the 
system of preparing voters’ lists with 
the assessment roll as a basis, you 
have voters’ lists prepared for various 
provincial constituencies -divided, not 
into polling sub-divisions, but into 
registration districts, and registration 
districts do not necessarily correspond 
with the polling sub-divisions. They 
may do so or they may not do so. Bu‘ 
a group of voters brought together by 
the registration clerk-Opon one sheet 
oi paper and certified to as the quali­
fied list of voters for a particular reg­
istration district, consist, it may be, 
of men who vote in more than one 
polling subdivision. But-more than 
that, and worse than that ; those vot­
ers are not in, I think I may say, the 
majority of instances designated by 
the ownership of a particular piece of 
property. In'eome cases, possibly in

juat such lists sut I have been advert­
ing to, whiîh gave them the names 
by registration districts of hundreds 
upon hundreds of voters, thousands 
necessarily in each constituency. If 
you take the case of a registration dis­
trict «s defined by the provincial law 
which the returning officer, posses­
sing local knowledge, may of his own 
knowledeg be aware is in the centre 
of a Dominion constituency, and is 
wholly within some particular Domin­
ion constituency, the returning officer 
will certainly be aware that every man 
on the list lor .that particular registra­
tion district will be within his baili­
wick, but in the case where the bord­
ers around fmiir sides of anv constitu­
ency are in Manitoba, in which thfbe 
was not a coincidence between the 
limits of the registration districts of 
ihe provincial constituency and the 
limits of the Dominion constituency 
there, of necessity, had to be some 
division of voters in order that those 
who voted at any particular poll 
should be known to the* returning of­
ficer.

No Provision for This.
“Now that was a ease absolutely un­

provided for in our legislation. I sup­
pose it had not been thought of in 
1898 or during any subsequent session 
of parliament. Possibly it was thought 
o: in 1896, but considered not of prac­
tical importance ,orv this reason. In 
1898 voters’ lists in the province of 
Manitoba were not revised annually 
or at fixed times. They ■ were revised 
whenever the lieutenant governor in 
council so desired. Accordingly, leg­
islation of this parliament as passed 
in 1898, provided that whenever thgt 
was the case with voters’ lists in any

the depety-returning officer, with 
whom he was perfectly acquainted,the 
right to vote. This, the deputy re­
turning officer, fully conceded. Ht» 
was given his ballot. He marked his 
ballot. He cast it. In-fact, as he 
testified- Deiore the committee, he 
claimed that he had a legal right to 
vote, independent altogether of the 
certified list and in view oi the cir­
cumstance that he ,was at tk<- polling 
place as the accredited agent of one 
of the candidates.

“No one felt then disposed, and, I 
have n<$ doubt, no one feels now dis­
posed to question for a moment the 
course which the deputy took in re­
turning that vote, even though the 
voter’s name was ftot on the list cer­
tified to liiii as authentic. That 
man’s ballot^ was acknowledged just 
ns effectively as though the "thin red 
iine” had not been. found drawn 
through his name. " He travelled all 
the way from Winnipeg to Ottawa to 
testify as to these circumstances and, 
if he can he taken as a sample of the 
42 struck off at the Beausejour poll, 
one would say certainly there was no 
great- grievance in it. But, of course, 
1 do not pretend that the other 41, 
or perhaps any of the 41 succeeded in 
voting at Beausejour. None were cal­
led before us, and we were not in a 
position to come to any conclusion 
as to how this might be. But there 
is no dohbt that these men, or the ma­
jority at them, who had voted, had a 
right to vote at the adjoining poll of 
Clomwell. 1 do not remember wheth­
er'they were in the same constituency 
or not, but that was their proper poll 
and the striking off was because the 
boundary line running through the 
polling subdivision found on one side 
of it a large proportion of the names 
recorded in the registration list as 
ptoper to a certain district.

“It apeaprs to be a fact that, eith­
er by design or inadvertence, which 
you will name according to your po­
litical sympathies, the name of a legal 
voter at Beasuejour, the witness who 
was before ius, bad been struck off and 
that it ought not to have been struck 
off, but not the slightest evidence was 
given, even hinted at that it had been 
done by intent or otherwise than by 
inadvertence. Now I do not make 
anq kind of doubt; 1 am not pretend- 
in gto argue before this^ house that 
.hroughout the whole province of Man- 
co>a there may not have been many 
m<se names oi honest voters who had 
i right to vote whose names were 
struck off in this necessary revision 
or redistribution of voters’ names that’ 
f have described. I am not wishing

statutory ttrny or as committing any 
offence against the laws of the land. 
In thi-. ease tire returning officer pro­
bably never thought of writing out the 
list fer èaçh separate poll. They went 
through loose lists and endeavored to 
mark those vote hi who did not "be­
long to their respective names. They 
used red ink for that purpose, and we 
find from that day to this charges 
upon every platform and in every 
newspaper in the country, upon the 
convenient catch phrase that some­
body coined: “Thin red line.’’

Manitoba Had to Do the Sam».
“The government of the province of 

Manitoba had to do, in the rearrange­
ment oi its own lists for the purpose 
of its elections presently, the same 
kind.of work. Tbeir officials did it with 
black ink and that is the only differ­
ence ,

W. J. Boche (Cons., Marquette), 
“Will the minister of justice say who 
did it witji black ink ; what class of 
officers did this kind of work ; was it 
:he Conservative organizer or the. Lib­
eral organizer that did it in the other 
case? As a matter of fact it was 
done by the judges of the province.”

“Order-” cried a number of mem­
bers.

Mr. Ayleeworth—”1 must ask my 
hon. friend from Marquette to acquit 
me oi any attempt at discourtesy if 
l do not answer, or if I do not notice 
what he’has said, because it is my mis­
fortune to be quite unable to hear 
him.”

Dr. Schaffner, (Cons., Souris)—“You 
do not want to hear.”

Mr. Speaker—“That is quite an im­
proper remark.’’

Not a Question of Irik.
Mr. Aylesworth—“I am not making
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NOTICE
Hon Mr. Ayksworth’s Clear State 

ment of Necessity for Pro­
posed Amendments.

We want every farmer in Nor­
thern Alberta to read the ad­
vertisement that will appear 
in this space for the next.year. 
Cut this ad. out and send or 
bring with your order. It will 
SAVE YOU MONEY.

Ottawa, May 5—When the House 
of Commons met today Premier Laur­
ier, in accordance with his promis* 
oi Monday, mentioned the legislation 
-till to be introduced this session. The 
list includes the following: A resolu­
tion in respect to aid to the Hudson 
liny railway; An Act to Extend the 
Boundaries of Manitoba; An Act to 
Amend the Civil Service Act;- An Act 
to Amend the Grain Inspection Act; 
An Act to Amend the Dominion Lands 
Act ; An Act in Respect of Chinese Im­
migration; An Act to Amend the Cus­
tom- Act and an Act in Reepect to 
tin- Yukon Council. The last men­
tioned will make council elective in- 
,-tead of only partly elective as at pre-

Hon. A. B. Aylesworth rose to move 
the -econd reading of "An Act to Am- 
, ml the Dominion Elections Act.” Mr. 
Aylesworth remarked that since his 
explanation of the bill, when it was 
introduced-two months ago, there had 
been considerable discussion with ref­
erence to the measure. It had been 
limited largely to the first clause. In. 
view of these circumstances, and sub­
ject to what other members of the 
House might have to say with refer­
ence to the other provisions of the 
bill, he would limit himself ior the 
present to a discussion of the pro­
visions of that section, leaving the 
other provisions to be discussed eith­
er this session or in committee of the 
whole.

As to Voters’ Lists.
The first clause of the bill deals with 

the question of the voters’ lists and 
the franchise in a very considerable 
portion of the Dominion. For purposes 
of classifying the method of prepara­
tion of the voters’ lists, one might 
divide the Dominion by the boundary 
line .between the provinces of Ontario 
and Manitoba. Speaking in the rough 
the whole of Canada east of that line 
prepares its voters' lists with the aid 
oi the assessment or valuation roll oi 
municipal locality as a basis of the 
list, while all the Dominion to the 
west of that line prepares its lists 
ui>on a system of registration and 
without reference to the assessment 
roll. Mr. Aylesworth sketched briefly 
the various changes which have been 
made in the iranchise law up to 1898, 
when the present law, adopting the 
voters’ lists prepared .by the various 
provinces, was adapted, Upon that 
occasion he said the opposition of that 
day put itself updn record in the 
form of a substantive motion against 
the second reading of the bill and in 
favor of the principle that the Do 
minion should absolutely control its 
own franchise, that the Federal House 
should not under any circumstances 
part with the preparation of its own 
voters' lists. - .

Upoh the government side it was 
coiwnte* thajr 4ha-Tt$t«TS= Jàntg p*ç-: 
pared upon the ba-i- of the assessment 
roll are a guarantee of substantiality 
and fairness. These municipal court-. 
cils, consisting of from four to seven 
men, are necessarily acquainted with 
all the families in the district, and 
were, in a position to make good lists. 
Then there was the assessor with cer­
tainly no inducement to omit from his 
roll any land owner liable to be tax­
ed. Tjiere was the guarantee that 
every man who ought to pay taxes 
would find his name placed upon the 
assessment roll. There was, in addi­
tion, a local body consisting very 
probably of opposite ‘political feeling 
engaged in the work of revising the 
assessment roll. . It was pointed out 
at that time, in an observation made 
by the present leader of the opposi­
tion, that if the time should come 
when any piovincial government or 
provincial legislature should, by its 
legislation or by its administration of 
that legislation, interfere with the

| steadily
the country to a redu 
bs and the betterment of 
| wherever pd?-iWe. ■ The 
kvill mean a cork-iderable 
n the postal taxation in 
pf Canada where the mim- 
[ers posh d for delivery in 
city form- a large propor- 
I total mail.
lepartment Investigation.
I May 5.—Pending the re- 
[Monday next of the public 
r Judge Cas sels into the 
Ido against the marine <le- 
[Mvesrs. Watson anTl Per- 
lounsi l appointed to assist 
E-ioie r, will be again going 
|e lihs of the department 
Iw of summoning the offi- 
Iplain anything that might 
En overcharge for . applies 
1er misuse of public funds, 
lean, deputy miniate- e? the 
Irartment will probilev he 
nitness examined, end his 
I likely to disclose some in- 
eul illuminative fact- with 
E) the manner in which civ- 
I commissioner Fyshe eon- 
I investigation of the dc- 
I documents.
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the purpose of elections to this House. 
Our statute at the present time con­
tinues to provide that where, under 
the laws oi any province, the voters’ 
lists for any particular electoral dis­
trict or division are prepared, not at 
regular intervals, then the last preced­
ing lists shall be used, if it is less than 
a year old. If more than a year old, 
the Dominion, in that event, prepares 
its own voters' lists in a manner at 
present prescribed by 'the Dominion 
Elections act and which has been on 
the statute books since 1898. When 
this legislation was passed repealing 
the old Franchise act of 1885 Manitoba 
was not having an animal revision oi 
its lists, and was not in that sense af­
fected by the Dominion legislation, 
but the provision of 1898, in the con­
dition of things whicli then existed in 
Manitoba, was that provincial lists of 
that province should be used for Do­
minion purposes only ii there came a 
Dominion election when such lists 
wore less than twelve months old. 
and that il such lists were at that 
time over twelve months old then the 
Dominion would prepare its own lists. 
That possibility is in explanation oi 
•he circumstances that no special pro­
vision was made in 1808 for tne case 
of such overlapping as 1 have been 
describing. Whatever the. explana­
tion of it may be, the fact is as 1 have 
stated. ,

Registration Annually.
*’ Now in the'spring of 1904 the Man­

itoba legislature made a change in its 
law. Tlje Manitoba legislature by e 
statute of 1904 repealed the provisions 
oto the voters' lists which had there­
tofore existed in the province, and 
provided that their registration should 
ake place annually. It is true it was 
i sort of- peculiar registration but it 
>vas what they called registration at 
all events. It was not registration re­
quiring , each imut who claimed the 
right to vote to ayqiear before an of­
ficial appointed ior the purpose and 
State his claim; but it was the taking 
of existing lists by a registration 
clerk and adding to such lists or a 
revision of them on his part by mak­
ing the changes which might appear 
to bo necessary. Accordingly we have 
the legislature of Manitoba in the 
spring of 1904, by the enactment I 
have referred to, making their provin­
cial voters’ lists révisable at regular 
annual intervals <m<- no longer at 
only such times ns should be fixed by 
the government of the province, The 
effect was ht once to make the pro­
visions of our Elections act, which 
authorized the Dominion authorities 
to prepare lists for the. province of 
Manitoba, no longer applicable to 
Manitoba, and to require the Domin­
ion elections of 1904, which were then 
approaching, to be carried on upon 
tire Manitoba lists, samples of which 
I placed before you a few minutes 
ago. These Maijtoba lists of 1903 had 
been prepared for another purpose 
altogether. They had. been prepared 
at a time when, rlW^r the existing 
Dominion legislation, there was every 
prospect that they never would be 
neeiled lor Dominion purposes. They 
had been prepared with a view solely 
and entirely to provincial elections. 
At the time these lists were prepared 
in 1903 the Dominion legislation was 
of such a character that there would 
have been no expectation on the part 
of officials who prepared these lists 
that they would ever be required for 
Dominion purposes unless the Domin­
ion ehqtions should follow within 
twelve month's of their completion. Un­
der these ejrcumstflncce they were not 
prepared by officiais who were en­
gaged in the work with any idea of 
their being used in- the Dominion el­
ections. They weie not prepared in 
any. way with reference to the Domin­
ion constituenoies or the Dominion 
polling sub-divisions, but -with no oth­
er thought fhau the provincial limits 
J have mentioned^, and the conse­
quence was their absolute inapplic­
ability for the practical purpose of 
conducting an election on those lists 
wlpch, by a change of the provincial 
law in the spring of 1904, becaqie un­
der the-terms of our legislation in 1898 
the lists upon which the Dominion el­
ections had to be carried on. The re­
turning officer had no guide in the 
statute. He is under ah obligation to 
send his deputies a proper list and

the least attack on the officials of the 
legislature oi Manitoba in. what I have 
advocated. I ..am saying that it was 
necessary. It was ’ a thing which 
could possibly be avoided. 1 certainly 
make no point of the ink. I should 
nave been equally well pleased if in­
stead of .being black it had been 
in accordance with the political sym­
pathies oi the gentlemen, and had 
been the intensest blue. My hon. 
mend .who sits next to me, calls my 
attention in tills connection to a cir­
cumstance which I might, with pro­
priety, iiavc adverted to, but which 
■scaped my attention at the moment, 
namely, that the direction of the 
Manila ia Elections act on the sub­
ject of the use of a black line or n red 
-inc provides ior. this very purpose. 
In section 5. sub-section 6 of tne Elec­
tions Act of Manitoba, provision is 
made ior the drawing of à line with 
black or red ink through the name of 
any person to be removed from the list 
or electors or from the list appearing 
on the register, but in such a manner 
that tiie name can be readily read and 
distinguished and that it remain leg­
ible although indicated in some man­
ner as not belonging to that particular 
voting place or tluit particular con­
stituency. Now the doing of this work 
of the changing of names by some 
person was a necessity, as I think a 
lair consideration of the condition 
of law at the time would at once de­
monstrate. No one; 1 think, ppetends 
-hat the Dominion,.Election act ever, 
m contemplating the, necessity for any 
such thing, had provided the autkor-

■ t> tor any official, judge or other, to 
take that course, tint the necessity 
-or it and the reasonableness of it 
would, L think, apart frony the part of 
party conflict in this country, not be 
questioned by anybody. Let me say
■ iere what will "oe, 1 have no doubt, 
ii the lnemop- oi my hon. triend

from East Hamilton (Mr. Barker) as 
a member of the committee to Which 
I have already referred, that in the 
inquiry into this matter, which was 
arude during several weeks pf the
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the returning officers in connection 
with the. cases I have described, ami 
Mr. Howell, fsvho had been counsel 
foi the defendants in (he transactions.

Said it Was Perfectly Reasonable.
“Each was examined and Mr. Knott 

after referring to the statute and de­
tailing in the quiet of an examination 
before a small committee of the House 
exactly what had been done, exactly 
what had been complained of, and 
pointing out ivhat was undoubtedly a 
fact that there was no statutory auth­
ority on the face of Dominion legisla­
tion authorizing this thing to be done, 
was asked by one of the mehibers of 
the committee whether he could sug­
gest anything unreasonable about it 
or whether it was not file most reason­
able thing in the world for these re­
turning officers- to have done, and Mr. 
Knott, with all candor, said he con­
sidered it was perfectly reasonable, 
hut the question was whether .or not 
it was legal. The question was the 
legality af what was done and the 
only thing in that connection I should 
have to complain of would be that 
there had been a discussion in con­
nection with this matter and an effort 
to make political capital out of it. 
There was necessity for it. It was 
done, and the question now is whether 
or not this parliament with the neces­
sity lor doing exactly the same thing 
will or will not nuthoriee its officials 
to do that which is necessary unless 
w : are prepared to throw overboard 
altogether the provincial lists and pru 
pare our own lists as was done under 
the Franchise act of 1885.
Complaint in Three Constituencies.
In Macdonald. Provenchcr and Sel­

kirk, however, the principal grounds 
fur "complaint on behaH of the opposi­
tion existed. According to- Mr.Staples 
there were thirteen polling places in 
Macdonald, about Which he considered 
there was reason tor complaint and 
twenty-eight voters were disfranchised. 
The great complaint was with regard 
to Selkirk and Provenchcr.

“We ilmd,’’ said Mr. Aylesworth, “be­
fore us a witness from that poll, the 
postmaster, I think, one of the men 
whose name had been struck off, and 
who was brought all the way to testi­
ly to his undoubted right to vote. Ho 
was an ardent politician as he can­
didly stated. He attended at the poll

DON’T THROW MONEY 
TO THE PIGSif frrvi on pkjups!

The mine owner gets his gold 
mixed with rock and combined 
with other metals. He gets out 
all the gold and then makgs in ad­
dition what he can from the lead 
and sijver, the “ bv-products."

The dairyman's gold is cream ; 
the skim-milk his principal “by- 
all the profit he must use an

(Continued on Page Seven.)

The “Difficulty” in Manitoba.
“At the last general elections in 

1904,” continued Mr. Aylesworth, 
“there was difficulty, to use a mild 
word, with reference to the voters’ 
lists in the province of Manitoba, 
particularly in that province. More 
especially there, perhaps elsewhere as 
well, but a difficulty which had -ito-
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