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ling that Payton liked his glass, he won- |
dered, until it occurred to him that the

A . vy 2 KR ‘
7z i, llul'“l'm' sword play next day. :
' 7 : " The MeMurrough, who had risen, took
: a light and attended his guest to his

{ other

wished to have his hand steady

room. Aggill and the O’Beirnes remain-

led seated at the table, the young men
scofling at the Englishman’s conceit of
himself, Asgill silent and downcast. ILis
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Synopsis of Previous Chapters

Colonel John Sullivan, an Irish sol-
dier, who has served abroad for many
years, returns to his native Kerry on
ire sloop Cormorant, a French smug-
griing vessel, laden with Bordeaux wines.
i'he cargo of the sloop is secized by the
natives of Skull, against the futile pro-
tests of Captain Augustin, who realizes
that he has no law on his side.

Colonel Sullivan is coldly received by
Flavia and her brother, The MecMur-
rough, because of his alien faith and his
undesirable position as their legal guar-
dian. When Captain Augustin returns
with Luke Asgill, the nearest justice,

and demands the return of the confis-
cated cargo, Flavia and her guardian

cre in favor of returning the cargo on|
the captain’s payment of the dues. The’
MeMurrough objects to this, but finally |
agrees to it on Colonel Sullivan’s
fer to get back Flavia’s favorite mare,

of-

which was seized by British soldiers. |
The Colonel and his servant, Bale, S('tj
out and find the mare at the h:xrr:u-l\'s“
of Tralee. The Colonel is invited into |

tke mess room by the English officers,

ard one of them, named Payton, who |
soized the mare, throws wine in
face.

squse his right arm is permanently dis
u«bled. Ile wins a left-handed fencing
bout with the maitre d’armes, at the
game time winning the mare on a wager. |
At dinner, upon his return to Morris-

town, he is amazed when Flavia drinks |ill-humoredly.

a toast ‘“to the King across the water’

and fears that a rising is wunt()n\p]:nt.ml.IA\-“L’”[ agreed, laughing silently, for al-|

I{is fears realized next morning

are

when his kinsman, Ulick, warns him to | guest might be manoeuvred out of the]
leave the place and the people to their | house on the morrow.

fate.
morning after breakfast is invited to
join a family council of war. He refuses |
to join the proposed uprising, knowing |
its futility. Iearing that the Colonel
may turn informer, The MeMurrough

and his friends imprison him and his | :
able, if

servant Bale. The next morning the

two are led out to their death by the|

agent of The MeMurrough, O’Sullivan
Og. At the last
is revoked and the Colonel and Bale are

“if I’d known you were coming boforc!
you came,’’ ]

‘‘Devil a doubt of it,”’ said Asgill, |
whose subtle brain had been at work.
‘“Not that it matters, bedad, for an
[rish gentleman will do his best. And
tomorrow Colonel Sullivan, that’s more
knowledge of the mode and foreign
ways, will be back, and he’ll be helping
his cousin. More by token,’’ he added,
in a different tone, ‘‘you know him of
old?’’

’ayton, who had frowned at the name,
reddened at the question. ‘‘Is that,’’
he asked, ‘‘the Colonel Sullivan who—"’

““Who tried the foils with Lemoine at
Tralee?’’ Asgill cried heartily. ¢‘The
same and no other, He is away today, |

but he’ll be returning tomorrow, and|to go with her.

he’ll be delighted to sce you. And by
good luck there are foils in the house

the less we’ll be doing for him the soon-
er he’ll be going and the safer we’ll be!
I would not be so bold as to advise,’’
he continued, diffidently, ‘‘but I1’m
thinking it would be no worse if you
left him to be entertained by the men.’’

““1 will!’’ ghe cried. ‘‘Why should I
be wanting to see him?’’

““Then I think he’ll be ordering his
horse tomorrow!’’

‘I wish he were gone now!’’ she
cried.

““Ah, so do I,”’ he replied, from his
heart.

““I will go in through the garden,’’
she said.

He assented. She turned aside, and |
for a moment he bent to the temptation
He was sure that she
had begun, not only to suffer his com-
pany, but to suffer it willingly. And |

you.

see the man whose skill had turned the
joke against him, and his face betoken-
ed his feelings.
mecting he would have left the job to |
a subaltern.
his | vexed by the recollection.

The Colonel refuses to fight, be-|you led me into there, Asgiii.”’

replied lightly.
word for it, he’s no man to bear mul-lhim a hint to say as little in Payton’s

moment this sentence |

rowed out through the mist to imprison- |
ment on a Spanish war ship in the har-|

hinking,’’ James MecMurrough said,|like that, not the h‘asQ (doubt of it; but |house is his guest’s castle.”’

mnd he’ll pass the time pleasantly with | here, as she passed through the darken-
It’s he’s the hospitable creature!’’ |ing garden, was an opportunity of m:xkft
ayton was anything but anxious .to|ing a further advance. She would have |
to grope her way, a reason for taking |
'her hand might offer, and—his hea« 1
the | grew hot at the thought.
3Jut he thrust- the temptation from
‘‘Hang it!’’ he exclaimed,|him. He knew that it was not only the
‘A fine mess |stranger’s presence that weighed her
down, but her recollection of the man in
“1 did not know him then,’’ Asgill [the tower and his miserable plight.
““ And, pho! Take my As-he went on with Morty, he gave

Had he foreseen ;

1)

1ce. | presence as possible. “‘I know the
“‘ Malice, begad! Payton :mswm‘cd,Im:m." he explained, ‘‘and where he’s
““I think 1t’s I—"’ weak. I’m for seeing the back of him
as soon as we can, but without noise.’
““There’s always the bog,”” grumbled

)

““Ah, you are right again, to be'sure,’’

was sure that if he saw Flavia and fan- |way. *‘‘Only I’ll trouble you mnot to
cied her he was capable of any outrage, | blame me,’’ he added, ‘“if the English
or if he learned her position in regard |soger finds the Colonel, and ruins us en-
to the estate he might prove a formid- |tirely.”’
an honorable, competitor. In| “‘I’ll not,”” Asgill answered pithily,
either case to hasten the man’s depart-|‘‘if so be you’ll hold your tongue.’’
ure and to induce Flavia to remain in| So at supper that night Payton looked
the background in the meantifie beeame |in vain for the Kerry beauty whose
Asgill’s chief aim. . | charms the warmer wits of the mess had
James MeMurrough, on the other | more than once painted in hues rather
hand, saw in the unwelecome intruder an | florid than fit. Nevertheless he would
Iinglish officer, and, troubled by his | have enjoyed himself tolerably—mnor the

Jut, know

scheme of ridding himself of Payton
had failed; but it remained to face the |
gituation. He did not distrust I"l:ni:a,l
but he distrusted Payton—his insolence,
his violence, and the privileged pusi1iun1
which his duelist’s skill gave him. And |
then there was Colonel John. If Pay 1
ton learned what was afoot at the tow {
|
|
|
|
|
i

er, and saw his way to make use of it,
the worst might happen to all concern
ed. |
He looked up at a touch from Morty,
and to his astonishment he saw Flavia |
standing at the end of the table. There |
was a hasty serambling to the feet, for|
the men had not drunk deep, and by all |
in the house—except her brother—the |
girl was treated with respect. l
‘“‘T was thinking,”’ Asgill said, fore

Fresh and fragrant from the gardens of the finest tea-
producing country in the world. Ask your grocer for
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gecing trouble, ‘“that you were in bed |
and asleep.’’” Her hair was tied back neg
ligently and her dress half fastened at |
the throat. l
““1 ecannot sleep,’’ she answered. And |
then she stood a moment drumming |
with her slender fingers on the table,
and the men noticed that she
usually pale. ‘‘I cannot sleep,
peated, a tremor in her voice,

thinking of him. 1 want someone—to |
go to him.”’ |
““Now?’’ ‘
&(.‘\",\\»! ) ;
“But,’”’  Asgill. said slowly, ‘‘I’'m [
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thinking that to do that were to give
him hopes. It were to spoil all. Once

in twenty-four hours—that was agreed.
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And it is not four hours gince you were
there. If there is one thing needful,
not the least doubt of it!—it is to leave
him thinking that we’re meaning it.”’

He spoke reasonably. But the girl la
bored under a weight of agitation that
did not suffer to reason. ‘‘But if he

{each in turn to share her horror, and to |
130?. ‘Tt is wicked, it is wicked!’’ she |
"‘mmtinnm!. in a shriller tone and with a |
|note of defiance in her voice, ‘‘and who |
| will answer for it if he dies? I-—not
{you! I, who tricked him, who lied to
{him, who lured him there!”’

| TFor a moment there was a stricken
|silence in the room. Then, ‘“ And what
{had he done to you?’’ Asgill retorted
| with spirt—for he saw that if he did
|not meet her on her own plane she was

Instead of rac
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ready he had formed a hope that the| Morty. dies?’’ she cried in a woeful tone. ‘If |
¢“ And the garrison at Tralee,”” Asgill |he dies of hunger? Oh, my God, of |
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