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FARM WORK
RY ELECTRICITY
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Elec'ricity has at last been applied
suceessfully to agriculture, says the
November World’s Work. Already,
on farms in southern France, horses
are repiaced by motors. The farmers
of the province of Aisne have discard-
ed their horses, and are threshing
their grain, grinding their flour, cut-
ting roots, and pumping water by
eleotricity, The owners of large
farms have their own motors. The
gmaller proprietors club together to
buy a motor, which is moved from
from farm to farm as each farmer
needs it. i

The power to run the motors is
supplied from a central station, over
hightension lines, to sixteen sub-sta-
tions, which distribute it at the pro-
‘per pressure to the adjacent farms.

Otber experiements have been made
in Germany. The results show that
it is cheaper for a small farmer fi
pay his share of the cost of a motor,
which he may use when he wishes,
than to keep a horse for farm work.
‘And it has been found cheaper for
the larger Lo own motors, which do
his work quickly and with little care,
than to maintain a large stable con-
tinuously.

An cven more remarkable applica-
tion of electricity is the use of mn
electric current to make plants grow.

Exporiments have beeu carried on
at the Hatch Experiment station,
‘Amherst, Mazs., which show that €]=2c-
tricity has very marked effects on
the growth of both seeds and plants.
Seeds of several kinds of vegetables
were planted in insulated hoxes,
which were subjected to electrical
currents of various kinds and inten-
sities, Th eresults showed that an
alternating current of rather low
intensity was the most effective stim-
ulant, increasing the growth in some
cases as much as 35 per cent,
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WALKED 14’000 MILES TO
GET RID OF CONSUMPTION
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Charles E. Norris, of Dever, Col.,
who dropped dead in Chicago not long
ago, wis probakly kaown to more
telegraph operators and railway men
than any other person in America,
and for several years had been a
subject “of inquiry by physicians in-
terested in the cure of consumption.
That was because Norris, after pass-
ing the age of 64 vears, had walked
more than 14,000 miles in an effort
to rid himself of the disease.

In his trobules he had sonsulted
with everybody who bad made more
than a casual study of tuberculosis,
visited every sauitarium where cases
of the kind were treated, and amassed
a fund of information on the subject,
but in spite of his open-air life and
exercise he failed to completely re-
cover his health, and in the Jast few
mopths had been & physical wreck,

Althaugh he always followed the
railway tracks, Norris never could
be prevailed upon to board a car.
He established friendly relations
with the yardmasters, tower men and
station agents on every important
line in the Northern and Western
States, and when he reached one sta-
tion the fact would be telgraphed
ahead along the line and a welcome
was given him at every place,

Often the railway man had warm
meals waiting for him and he was al-
ways permitted to sleep on mnews-
papers spread on the floor of the sta-
tion behind the stove. He used to
say this was as comfortable a place
as anybody would desire in winter,
and in warm weather he slept under
a tree or in a cart. The railway
men were always glad to see him,
because he brought with him all the
gossip of the road.

Norris had gone from Denver to
Omaha, where he obtained work in a
newspaper. There he. caught a cold,
which developed* into consumption,
and three years ago his physician
told him that unless he kept con-
stantly in the open air his life could
not be saved. Norris gave up his
position and started to walk,

He weighed €8 pounds then. First
he walked back to Denver, but finding
that the air there apparently did bhim
no benefit, he decided to go to Cali-
fornia, He had about $700 at the
time, and soon afterwards his brother
sent him $200 more, but, as he after-
ward said, he was so well dressed and
looked so- respectable that nobody on
the road would take money from him.

It was not long, however, before his
clothing grew shabby, and then he
had to pay his way wherever he went,
Eventually his money gave out, and
he had some ‘trying experiences, but
on the whole he contrived to get
along very well, and in the course
of a few months had added 43 pounds
to his weight.

Norris never tried to make remark-
able time in his travels, He said that
when he started he covered only a
mile or two in a day, but after Rhat
he increased the distance. The farth-
est’ unbroken trip he made was from
Batavia, N. Y., to Buffalo, N. Y., 37
miles, which he did in 12 hours. He
had been in every one of the Western
States, and once crossed from Detroit
inte Canada and walked as far as
Montreal. :
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WHY THE JAPANESE ARE
DWARFED,

Measurements taken by surgeons of
the Japanese army show that the
Japanese smallness of statute is due
to an almost dwarfed condition of
the legs. This is probably due to
the fact that from early childhood
a really unnatural way of sitting
is constantly practised. The adult
Japanese is accustomed to sit with
his legs bent under him. As soon
as the child is old enough to pe set
upon the floor his legs are bent pn-
der him in imitation of the custom
of his elders. This, in time, dwarf
the growth of the limbs. Actual de-
formity is less common among the
peasants than among scholars, mer-
chants and others of sedentary hab-
its.

i et

A decorator named Paul Reimers
was so fond of reading his Bible dur-
ing working hours at Cleveland, O.,
that the foreman took it away from
him. Between its leaves he found a
large quantity of gold leaf, which
Reimers had been stealing regularly.
It is well to search the seriptures be-
casionally.
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The fellow who hasn’t the money

feels that he is” a natural born spends

er. . £ N .
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NOT AS ROMANTIC-
ASIT IS PICTURED

00000000000050000000000000¢

When people read or hear of a
secret service agent, the p.cture of
a man, armed to the teeth with ge-
volvers and stilettoes, a mixture of
a Sherlock Holmes and a Bill Sikes
rises before their eyes, writes “One
Who Has Served,” in the London Ex-
press.

Now, as a matter of fact, the best
secret service agent in the world and
the one most generally relied upon
by the nations is—the editor of the
local paper.

Let us call the town Greenbeach,
and assume that the Government has
decided to build a hidden battery
close by. The editor of the ireen-
beach Gazette” will apnounce in his
columns that Inspector or Captain
So-and-So has arrived at the local
hotel to superintend some work for
the Government. Next week tenders
will be invited for bricks, cement
and slags. The forign incelligence
nﬁsb. reading this ncws in Paris, Ber-
in, or St. Petersbureg, begins to
chuckle, "This is going to be inter-
esting.”

A few months pass, while foreign
eyes daily scan the paper for news
of the battery. At last the editor
gravely informs his readers that “new
guns for the battery now building
have arrived.”

“Aha,” says the intelligence man,
“our agent in London must have a
look at that.” And accordingly one
day a pleasant foreigner arrives at
Greenbeach, &tarts painting the cliffs,
chats in the evening with the local
topers at the bar, and is a zood lisd
tener when yarns about the new bat-
tery are told. Finally, he departs,
and sends his report to his chief, who
hands it on to his expert pranch for
close invest.gation.

GETTING AT THE TRUTH.

Humdrum work it seems, but it is
really only on rarc occasions that
romance enters the life of the intel-
ligence man. Every Government has
its Press Department and :ts Intel-
ligence Department. The Press De-
partment reads thousands of papers,
and imparts the gist of them to the
Intelligence service.

Often the military  attache alone
can attend to this. For example, let
us assume that a new gun has been
jesued to the troops. Military aswell
as non-military papers in our days of
kodaks and a free press will compete
in divuiging facts about the guns.

Compare a1l these dafa, and the
truth probably lies in those pomnts on
which all papers agree, so that slow-
ly from all these different items a
picture of the gun may be built up.

Not oniy Governmeats, but also
private firms interested in ihe manu-
facture of big guns, even banks and
commercial houses, use their local re-
presentatives for keeping themseives
informed of the enterprises of th
competitors. Banks Tike the Credit
Lyonnais employ private press agen-
cies to build up a history of every
bank and large concern in existence.

As regards the spies of the secret
intelligence service, it is interesting
to know that the supply largely ex-
ceeds the demand. For any one who
has not been in the service himself,
it seems increditable what numbers
of scoundrels, young and eld, apre fto
be Tound in most armies ind navies
who will willingly sell their coun-
yry's secrets to the highest Dbidder.

SELLING SECRETS.

These and a few specially appointed
agents are the main retailers of mili-

tary secrets. There are further the
deserters, iving in astrange
without money,
turn the knowledge they have ac-
quired during the time of service
into money by selling their country’s
secrets, -

On this account, of course, prices
are not so high as is generally be-
lieved. For nk;Eﬁ a Government
would rarely pay’ “several thousand
pounds” for the purchase of asignal
book. Was not the secret of the
French field guns sold in 1898 to
Germany for five thousand francs
(£200), and such a secret ‘has a hun-
dredfold the value of a signal book.

Altogether, the life of the secret
service man is not devoid of inte
He gets hardened to the bus
and if it were not for the exciting
fact that where other people deal in
goods he deals in the lives of na-
tions; it would soon pall.

Of course, on the first oc
.when you have been sent to a foreign
country, and carry papers in your
pocket which, if found on you, would
obtain Tor you twenty 18 .
labor free of charge, it
to keep perfectly at ease when ¢t k-
ing to a high police officer or mili-
tary official. In the end, however,
you get used to it and careless, till
you are caught.

The main agents of Russia and
France are ladies, while Germany pre-
fers men—so does Britain.

The triumph of the F
of employing female sp

nch policy
was cele-

brated in Italy, when a W known
lady of the French Embassy man-
aged to get the Italian Minister into

her toils. It was at the time Italy
intended to occupv Tunis and to es-
ish a Protectorate there. The
n fleet was preparing at Paler-

only two more days it would
sail, and Tunis would belong to
Italy, when during one of the lovers’
meetings the Italian Minister let the
secret out. The rest belongs to his-
France arrived first and oc-
cupied Tunis.
THE BRITISH SERVICE.

Here is another fact which may ap-
pear hardly creditable, but is abso-
lutely true. At the beginning of the
South African war I had to consult
with the Intelligence Department of
a large German gun firm, and for
fun the chief of the department
showed me the record of the arma-
ments of the Boers., Well, this record
was true to the last line, while the
port of the Briti Intelligence De-
partment contained not even the list
of guns sold to the Boers by British
firms previous to the war.

Great Britain has an excellent but
small secret service.. We pry less,
perhaps, than any other power, but
no important subject is left un-
covered.We spend, perhaps, £5 against
£50 by our continental mneighbors,
but mucl of our intelli ce costs
nothing, being accepted from honor-
ary source:. For this reason 1t 1Is
frequently valuele In the South
African wa akes were
made throug curate news and
the employm: uf people who would
go to any length to justify their
employment f

The compl cation of
easy in Brit
officers
to facto
openness
equalled in

y other country.
SO~
It looks as if we would be wearing
paper shoes before lo A Germanm
of Baden has invented ache
fective substitute
sold his invention to
firm for $200,000.
" e o
All’s well that ends well—if you be-
gin right.

: and has
an American

-
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TENT WITH
FIREPLACE
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It may be that other people have
had fireplaces in tents, but we be-
lived not, so had all the joy, fdis-
coverers at having invented the in-
vented so paradoxical a thing. One
d. the inspiration came, for it could
have been nothing else, and the next
evening as we watched the sun go
down behind the lake, we lighted
a great fire of pitch pine knots snd
the place glowed with light and heat,
and gave us such joy of our ‘own
creation that we sat, worshipping be-
fore it like pagans, until midnight,
rejoicing that gloom was banished
forever from tent life.

The hive-shaped stove was built
of stones laid up in mortar made pf
Portland cement and sand from the
lake shore. On the side next the
tent an opening was left to fill one
breadth which was ripped and tack-
ed to the mantel, @4 rustic affair,
of beautifully weathered driftwood.

Some cement spread over the hoard
floor made the hearth and our fire
soreen was a piece of wire neetin
fastened to two pieces of lath an
hung in front of the fire, Three
lengths of stove pipe gave the re-
quired heights for the chimney, which
was firmly held in place by wires ¥ast-
ened to the tent poles.. H

In every summer camp there are
cold, rainy days, when it takes cour-
age and pride to keep “game” in
spite of damp air and damper bedding,
whehn mroning after morning one.
may be awakened by the rain pelt-
ing ummercifully on the roof of his
frail dwelling, and begin to long in
secret for civiliaztion, The fire place
has “changed all that” for the
gloomy evenings and rainy days are
filled with recollections of many
books read aloud by our genial, fra-
grant pine-knot fire,—Outing.

—_————
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ELEPHANTS
ARE WISE
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The process of elephant catching
in India as well as in Siam pends
to rather undermine one’s settled no-
notions of elephent sagacity, and to
create instead the feeling that a lot
of sentimental tommy rot and mis-
leading, ignorantly conceived animal
stories, have bheen put forth about My
Lord, the elephant, The Jitera] truth
is that the elephant, for all reputed
intelligence, is driven into places that
no other wild animal could possibly
be induced to enter, is in its pative
jungle held captive within a circle
through which it could pass without
an effort, and bulled into uncom-
plaining obedience by a force the
smallest traction of its own numbers.
Part of this is, no doubt, due to its
exceedingly suspicious nature; the
other part to its lack of originality,
to whiche latter defect, however, its
potable amenability to discipline is

butable. Apropos of amenability
\derson records mounting and tak-
ing out of the keddah, un accompani-
ed by a tame elephant, a female,
on the sixth day after her capture;
w on the lower coast of
phant, that had been cap-
tured in a fall by natives three
weeks previously, rowed out on two
lashed sampans to a small coasting
steamer and successfully made to
kneel tha tit might get through the
port door between deeks.—Outing.

A

She—One of my n_i..;.nﬂ_:amiUm_.m
was an English lord.

He—But that was so long ago.
Your family has lived that down by
this time.

S ——

The average young girl prefers
quantity to quality in the matter of
beaux.

A TERRIBLE
COWBOY ANTICS

“1t was in the early days in Mon-

* tana, when cow punchers with high-

heeled boots, big sombreros and a
regular arsenal of six-shooters, Were
plentiful,” said the veteral travel-
ling man as he cocked his foot up on
bis knee and took a long puff at 'a
black cigar. “Something went wrong
with the engine of the train I was
on, and I found myself in a small
frontier town, with several hours to
spend and mnothing Jin particulaxr to
do. I started out to see ‘the town.
As T iwalked down the main mnwnmn
a cowboy dressed in his Sunday Pest
and a shine on his high top boots
that would have put & plate-glass
mirror out of business, came saunter-
ing down the street. As he started
_over a crossing the only sprinkling
cart the town could boast of came

along. The driver eyed the boots,
and with a gly ~smile pulled the
string just in time to drench the

boots from top to bottom and com-
pletely spoil the shine. ~
“Quick as a flash the cow puncher
pulled his ‘forty-five’ from his hols-
ter and ordered the driver .to crawl
down from his perch. Calling a
bootblack, he made the driver get on
his knees, take the shining outfit and
shine both boots from the soles to
the tops. The driver didn’t seem %o
fancy performing that menial ser-
vice, but the muzzle of that revolver
didn’t look good to the practical jok-
er, and he got busy in a hurry. When
the job was finished the cowboy made
tthe driver pay the bootblack 50
cents for the blacking he had used.
Shoving his gun back into its holster,
the cowboy sauntered leisurely down
the street, a satisfied smile playing
on his countenance. The driver
mounted his seat and drove away, 2
sadder but a wiser man” — Seattle
Post-Intelligencer. ¥

[
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WHAT THE
SIAMESE EAT

Siamese feed principally consists of
dried, Irequently rotted ish, and rice,
dne into curries which co prise a lit-
tle of about every kind of condiment,
and especially a very popular sauce
called namphrik, a chutney-like and
thoroughly mixed thing made of red
pepper, shrimp, garlic, onions, citron,
ginger and tamarind seeds. The only
reason for the fish being putrid is be-
cause the natives like it so, for fish
are plentiful in the rivers and fish-
ermen numerous, though their ways
of catching are rather amusing and
antique. One favorite method, bor-
rowed from tHe Chinese, is beating
the waters with long bamboo sticks
to frighten the fish into a ten foot
squarish net, which is lowered into
the river from a framework on the
pank by a system of wheels and
ropes and pulleys, and hoisted up
again when the catch is complete. I
must confess that when the fish in
the curry chanced to be dried instead
of decayed, I Tound the concoction
decidedly toothsome. In fact, a real-
ly good curry is in 2 class apart, and
one must go to India or the far east
to get it at its best. Sometlimes the
natives eat pork and oftentimes
chicken, but for the most part, rice
and the fish carry constitute their
chief diet, supplemented by the Truit
of the country, of which there are
many kinds — mangosteen, mango,
pineapple, banana, orange, bread fruit,
and that most healthful and serving
of all Siamese fruits, the papaya,
which grows back from the water
and is a greenish oval melon that
suggests cantalope when opened. —
Outing.

————
Minard’s Liniment Cures Diphther-
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MADE HER

HUSBAND TIDY
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Mrs. Niblick was skilled in a kind
of marital alchemy, an jrt possessed
by a few of her sex; by which Nib-
lick’s defects were converted into
something like virtues. The trans-
formation was So easy that Niblick’s
family thought that it was spontan-
eous. ]

As sood as the .iblicks returned
from ‘their honeymoon trip Niblick’s
mother took the bride aside and spoke .
to her confidentially. . > 3

‘Perhaps L should say nothing - at
all, my dear,” she said, “but my mo-
therly affection for Thomas doesn't
blind me to his faults, and there’s
no doubt abeut it, he's the most dis-
orderly of men. I don’t want to as-
sume the attitude of an adviser, but
if I were you I'd accept the fact
philosophically, and not try to re-
form him. I’'ve been trying to do
fthat ever since he was old enough
to run alone.”

The bride looked thoughtful.

“I'm glad you told me,” she said,
“I had not noticed that he was care-
less.”

He'll soon show it,” said the moth-
er.

Shortly after Niblick’s carelessness
began to manifect itself. He came in
one evering and left his hat on the
dining room table. When he sat
down to dinner the hat was still
there, between the soup tureen and
the fern dish. Mrs. Niblick, at her
end of the table, looked sweetly un-
conscious of the odd decoration.

“HeMo! What’s my ’hat doing:
there 2

“I was wondering.”

«I should ‘think that girl would
know enough to hang a man's hat
up where it belongs!”

“I told her never to disturb any
of your personal belongings, dear:
Didn't you want it there?” 9

“] meant to hang it up in the hall
rack as 1 came in.”

“That dces seem rather more suits
able for it, doesn’t it?”

Niblick laughed and hung up his
hat. But when he changed his linen
that evening, to go out he tesséd
what he had discarded on the floor of
his dressing room. When on ' the
evening following, he found it in the
same place, he told his wife that the
floor had not been swept.

“Certainly it has,” said Mrs. Nib-
lick. “Oh, i§ that why you thought
so? How absurd! Have you never
seen that basket in the closet f That
(is for soiled clothes, dear "™
t Niblick picked up his things and !
threw them into the basket. :

After that a cigar stup remained
a fixture on the library clock for two
weeks before Niblick removed it
Meantime articles were accumulating
on all sides—newspaper clippings,
burnt match ends, torn envelopes,
golf-sticks and so on. Finally, when
his smoking jacket was found only
after a long search, Niblick declared
that “the domestic ideas of tidying
up were those of an idiot! The
wooEm look like a dast-heap,” said

e.

“There's a peg in your wardrobe
for your smoking jacket,” said Mrs.
Niblick ;: “but if you prefer to hang
it on a door-knob I've nothing to
say.”

Niblick immediately owned that he
was an \:_:a,«. brate. t
“But ‘why haven’t you spoken to
me about these things? I just for-
get,.you know.”

“You'll learn to remember, per-
hape,  You are systematic enough at
your-‘ef{fice.” :

+1 haye to be” said Niblick ingen-
uously. e, .

“As for speaking to you,” said Mrs,
Niblick, “yogr-mother tried that for
a number of years, I understand.
But don’t let that worry you, dears
You mv.== put your things exactly
where you please. Only no one Wwill
pic them up after you.”

Niblick is now learning fast.

" PROPERTIME .

~ FORABATH

Regarding the proper time for a
bath, a simple general rule may be
given. Take cold baths on rising’ in:
the morning and warm ones just be-.
fore retiring. In taking Turkish or
Russian baths the hour need hot be
considered, except as im all baths,
none of which should be taken less
than an hour or so before or after .
meals. L 4

Where it is possible use fresh, clear ,/
rain water for the bath. This is the
nearest approach to distilled warter,
which is too expensive for general
use. Soft water is next best to rain
water, and a little borax or ammons
ia in hard water will soften it. .

Brisk rubbing should always follo
a bath; then the bath will do all
that is claimed for it in the way of
renovating the person, _inyigorating -
the system, increasing the fineness
and softness of the skin, and making
one look and feel younger.

Cleanliness of the skin has a greaf
effect on ‘the general health, and it
is well known that ‘if one has been’
exposed to infection the best ‘thing to
do by way of precaution is to take a
hot bath immediately.

It is a Mistake to remain to long
in a tepid bath. Thirty minutes
should be the.limit. Throughout the
wintdr and early spring it is best, if
oen is at all liable to chills, to take
bath at night, just before going to
bed. If taken in the daytime, brisk
exercise—either walking or dumb-
pell practice—is highly beneficial.

el
THE COMMON THINGS. . '

The sunshine and the gentle rain,
The olear bird song that hails the
morn,
The meadow land with flowers stain,
The swaying banners of the corn,
The grass that whispers to  the
- breeze—
What common things are these t

The broad blue mirror of the lake

That smiles back at the sleeping
sky; 3

The billows, too, that leap and break

And fling their foamy jewels highy

The silver clouds that one by one

Toss back the lances of the sun.

The stars that blaze as jewels blaze,
And make the world old mystery,
While they, on their appointed ways,
Go speeding through eternity
Across unfathomed seas of space
On paths that we not dimly trace—

All these are common — brook and
bird,

And rose of red ,and meadow green;
So common that they seem unheard,
' So common that they seem unseen,
And yet there is no day or night

But bestows all of their delight.

No common thing is held apart
From us, or pent with lock and
key,

But in the goodness of his heart
They are all made for you and me,
It always seems God loves the best
Things he makes the commonest.
~St. Loais Globe-Democrat;

PR

The available farm Jand in Indian
Territory is estimated at fifteen mils.
lion acres. These figures are taken
from the records of the Dawes Com-
mission, Of this 15 per cent. was in
cultivation last year. There.are
about two million acres of land where
pine is found in commercial quantities
and there is an abundance of hard
wood of all kinds. The latest stat-
istics obtainable wive the value of
farm animals at $55,000,000. The per
cent, of the population engaged in
agriculture is exceeded in only three
—Mississippi, Oklahoma and Arkans-
as. .

e el e ¢

There is only one Jewish synagogue
in Japan, and that was built by &
Japanese lady who had married a Jew,
and when he died she had the fplace
of worship erected in his memory, -



