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EPISODE 14.

THE HUTOFWMSTER

mna then eenreywd late the ewtilea hearing the voice of Kthri, John edt

op. A glance allowed him the 
af eocape which had been provided, and 
aildlag down the reef he eeated him- 
eelf upon the log. Morgan, stepping

_____  ... . . to the river’s brink, picked np the
r™ a*. water sporting rope; at„the same «me «wMhgr to hia
through the walls aad daer, while mla- t fellows’ “
«.by minute the bat mnk dWper. . hand here, men.” HI. torn.

SThfî ee,wd “•u-
was too email to admit their h~«^ «««toyed from Its resting piece by

.S^e'sr^.’^sïstî .»Tæ«M5Ts ~ ^ w ^
eeCared from the outside ee firmly that *®» falls, a 'ughta face, kissed her. As he did so

■ he was unable to force the tatchf cm ."V? ^ Mon — I*!*."** »-** »• «|*b wbWft
ring the butt of his gun as a hammer, he of, the four upon the shore “abend the Instant before had oceE
wielded It so rigorously that he at last “ *7°”* ï®wl» lnweN «•«« « wan PH ptaaglag lato the «ring with a 

'beat In a part of the upper half of It w1?^. * 4“en ,eet ef <wel water, lj** eP*«sh. With a little scream, the 
•Only to And It wedged to£Tnd the pee- “G*” * waa that the Hawk van- ! «W epmag back, while John, raising 

elblllty ef opening. Witt the water tored «aether trick In the desperate We head, stood with eyes Axed upon 
. already risen to their waists, he turned **“* ?*? !?* pleyln«- Bering that the the fringe of 
hie eyes to the roof. «*«• «* ble companions; as well ai

. by the eight raglans-
«■Ptoyed by Morgan and the dplder. 
and there turned laeoa. Immediately 
It waa seised by the angry tide and 
borne away. Locked Inside, the two the

i^p:c:
“What are you doing herer wanMWg wittier, tiS

ye3r^52^,Be,w”teb,eter ^
“What did yew put ft that rittefet* y ''"Gi 

•Tbaîït ne. Toa pm ^dd therm

^tîr^rur^wr^:ss.'srjrSrtrsr
“^•w »MNr pointed at tt5

V2
the trail.

iS

“«j^i tob*dwttt a little laugh.

i

the
the

which bounded the 
'•rile clearing In which they stood, 

those ef the girt, were fattened open Then as his hand sought hie revolver.
'___ *bo straddled the log. he the man Btaeklo stepped aleirty tortt.

drew a knife teem his wrftt and, with “What do you meaar nunsn <«v managee to -—-—______
ono swift move cut the* rone upon Jehn as his weapon began to crew edge. Scarcely had he------ -— w.
which they were hauling. Bdeeaed late right Iho ether paused. feet thuMmgaa came teSetL'm „ fc
ftom its restraint the leg went "Meant I just seen a trout Juana In the heed ef the tram. Hésteiwd 2 n believe If wo go etaalght up the
pteogtag eu Its way to the falls beiew. that brook and stepped ft been toaao tbebato, moaatelu this way, wo wffl save a aUle

>r,wssagi.-z:s*°g z'xyz'zzszs.’z 
^„h 2S2Si5.*ssas2Sfollowed by the cry of Morgan. “«5?** tot0 ,te p,*ce- W» to the bad that wayr <v»w.g , ^t**b«f>ag<l«^ > mlle terthor up they

“The rotten thing broke” Secretly ere •" ready to start as «ton «««her of men, the opening waa ouk*- wMeh ’**• bunt on
Pocketing hie knife, he hurled the tell- ** Joa to,k* “to.” continued B1 aride, V and safely repaired and the the mountainside over a forty-five de­
tale rope Into the stream, as If In great end wlth ■ nod signifying their read- t™»tinned on Its way. **** *0P*’ wWeh ended In a dig, the

SS'.J’ZL.T.KT.'Zr^ ^^SSZZVSL : 5
æJFs»T?zzr£.«?z "^srrt&Sthe tree broke his hand-hold and he «'«wiy moving pack train to follow. ariaed the girl In her mighty arme «ad «eltter-dld 1. for the simple reo-

found himself unsupported In the . Meanwhile BlacUe, enraged by his presetd her to her besom, nattins her 1 "?***tsme *“* '"*f before.”
midst of the leaping waves. With the fallnre ,n throwing the knife, ueoem- back, laughing, crooning over her as passed the hut, but
cataract close below him, he aban- Pe“ed bf the Spider and Preem, by a mother does over a child, she wrana “ encountering a email mountain 
doned hope. taking a short cut and urging their John's hand with nearly a man's BWM> that missed their putt, they at

And that he would have been lost bo”**’ î“d,r“5hed * *»ot ««me dis- strength, end weald have embraced tTttriï'hîiiuîf^ <S^!a *“*• 11 °P
there can be no question had not a Iff”. he*? where * foot bridge of Wm also In her Joy had he not v-dyd nnd heea^m fcoreee ,t0»*a FroI“ their places of conccsdment;

seeming miracle happened. From the Î2f® "°8*ed ■ narrow but deep gully, her off with a laugh and the hint that f V?*” *® °rlnk- Fteam, taking Morgan -by the deevowbrush which bounded the shore a lariat themselves from their md- they w«re an nm^ starved. ^•‘«■«^• •■Iteal lowered Ite head pointed at the «ha*
came uncoiling like a serpent through nrrtJ5T?“ W°* f"rlou,,f- minded of her duties, she gathered up * ““* “» w« could cut those two lower*
the air, the noose settling irmly about /T*"1** *. numb»- of the her sUrta and went flying back to the btDt forward to foundation posts on which the shack
his shoulders. Totally unaware what {"'** wW<* “mpoaed the ioor of the kitchen nearly as test as she had fflmfol. ^ls brought hie resta, the whole shebang would aUda
had happened, but feeling his down- th*y| 1 n««rted In their place come from it, her disappearance f ” ”**rly *» « '«Tel with the dear to the edge of tte die Md go smash,
ward course suddenly checked, and L_“1fJI_rî“fB "““f* which beinglmmediately followed te^a tre- **?*?’ ■« be looked log down Into the valley." The dark
seeing the rope, the half-drowned one i *®“ d, h*" the weight « a mentions clatter of knives and forks. ff*f *** tiansparent water face of Morgan lighted/
seised it and pulled himself ashore. man, let alone a horse. Baring thus The msal which she soon afterwards îfL -fffî f?*1 ot *®*n«ti>lng glitter- “Good. I'll have it done." He 

Believing that the unfortunate In 1 ” fr”bM>ed » »f thebridge jet before them more than T^SZ I Wth^ fZb! be,OW’ *0^C^f Z ^

s!=ffsasrsffiisa^2SSS ^SSSTTmT' dHE~E™
Meanwhile John and Ethel, riding spoke; Morgan see what yoq ind,” he commanded, and the Üïh.r -Z*' ***f*k nronn»*

side by side, reached the deep gulch "Tomorrow we’ll make an early start * m“nent ut“ l miner ri^d Waist- slZt* Wtth ^ITet* 5T"'
-~wm— Mm — mm;

partially filled with Ingots of gold— desperately for their

rc E^.b^t xastag at it as though tntoriteed. FW ^ m bo”rt woo*.tmmA «• *■<«=» 
lowed a wild scramble *lnto toe * fff1 of p^a'
creekin search of more. A. they grim^.™ “* Pertner W,th *
^Whri.PuSkMOrg,n tUree<I npon “J guess w. can hold them off. Bain. " 

"Boys, this Isn’t a circumstance to eZ‘*fhiZ“V*iZ: *“d ”n'ess

plunge.
"Great God 1 We're going overl” be 

cried.

m
m

The covering of the affair waa ef 
■light stuff loosely nailed and careless­
ly weather stripped. Could he have 
reached It he easily might have forced 
Me way through, but with nothing In 1 
the team upon which he might stand 
aacfc action was out ef the question.

netthe
"M*Pbl«ll«f. Spider,;too. Me see

gnu. the vitiate reared to Ms crew. 
“Get'em, boys. AM the gold in the

i

forBut hope remained. Quickly ex­
plaining to the girl what waa accès- ■*sezssrl£x » —

mrn-M.

23rar£iKy122sr
upon the Door, for the Mat foment v 
rain of bullets came splintering 
through the door, while from knots 
bolM. n™d «rates they returned too 
compliment sa best they could. And 
ao hot-was the Are that the gang out­
ride broke and took shelter behind the

nary, he gave her the gun and hoisted of
upon his shoulder. Desperately 

«he set to work.
She thrust the steel barrel of the 

weapon through a chance opening 
which she encountered, and steadied 
by the man below and using all hfcr 
strength she managed to pry one of 
the boards a short distance from Its 
fellow. With this advantage gained 
her work became tester. Knowing that 
their lives were at stake she worked 
furiously and to such good rouit that 
she soon loosened a board wide enough 
to admit the passage of her body. This 
■done she crawled through aad seated 
herself upon the ridge pole, and the 
man, leaping up and grasping the 
side of the opening, quickly hauled 
■himself to her side. For the moment 
they were safe, though the problem of 
ther ultimate salvation remained still 
to be solved.

Looking across the angry water,
John pointed ahead to where a big tree 
extended Its limb ter over the tide. He 
turned to the girl.

"There’s an eddy right under that 
tree. If we can get this craft Into 
that, we may be able to make the bank went racing with the stream, 
limb.” Seizing the board which had What was their amazement, a moment 
been pried from the roof, he began later, to see him whom they had given 
paddling and steering the unwieldy ! "P for lost crawling out upon the bank, 
bulk in the direction desired. Nearer Silently they all traced the lariat to 
and nearer the limb it swung, until i Its end, only to And It fastened secure- 
as the moment ripened John placed ly to a tree, and with no one In sight, 
himself astride the ridge pole and lift- "Well, I’ll be blessed I Just how did 
ed the girl In the air. At that Instant this come about, Davis?” gasped the 
the house caught In the eddy and be- astonished Hawk. Quite frankly, the | 
can to swing, and as it did so the man one addressed admitted that he did not 
lifted his burden to the supporting know, 
branch. Ethel, grasping the saving ob­
ject tirmly, ensconced herself in safety 
as the man arose for the leap that 
would land him at her side. As he 
sprang, however, the treacherous foot­
ing beneath him gave a swerve and 
missing his mark, he shot downward.

"I can't explain it, folks. I felt the 
noose settle about me, and grabbed 
the rope. I am as much puzzled as you 
can be. Of course, some one threw It, 
but who?"

They shook their heads stupidly.
., . Ralnface, watching them from a near-
hls head striking the side of toe hut, | by covert with a look off satisfaction 
and halfsstunnlng him as he plunged -, in his eyes, alone could have furnished 
Into the torrent. | the explanation.

S”1"* *“• h””?1 ”P°n | "But how did we come to be locked
which she eat. Ethel sat gazing with that house and thrown into the !
fove^was «w7nt II v ' * °f her I stre*“ when you were on watch. Mor-

«V ti.e rtZ »*».♦ /' . « 1 ganr demanded John as he Axed his
_ ”y.îhe y?.11»»* of mornla« Mor«*n | eyes steadily upon the ether. The

4, m^ i .Sh 1 H«wk raised a protesting hand,
on Its wild course down the stream, „r _ee . . ,
saw two figures emerge from Its Into- h„rln, ™ fr°™ ,lee? hJ

rlor and seat themselves upon the roof. ' !““* , °Ine prow“n/. “tout.
The Hawk faced his companion with ?'«,Un8 d«"«er, I endeavored to catch 
great distrust. hlm- and he led me a mile away i

"They’ve got out of the box. Spider. ! £™*J*b tb* derjî”eBS tofere he g^;g 
you and toe mine bo» and Blnckie ! Z, “ew.*«P- r’*",1 Tr?turn^
come with me. The rot of you fol- I to^ was gene. and I immediately
lows go back to your blankets and say ' fnm™”n,ed r and tbese rae”' Tbat 
■otting. Tou don’t need to remember ?,“* h“ "'tÏÏïZLÏr ^ ^ 11 W“ ! ™ h^nTup fo rLr^e ^ 1

<M«l"lforg« ^rtte°r.p^Ôff^ ! ,oM toe“reroZVMthe J

ward a bend at which he could Inter* «mekto ’ **** lddreMed *

i nLtflie ,honwnd tî°to the ^ound hastened to -met them. E££ STTSS

tried time and again, but he always 
bobs up serenely. Maybe you will play 
In better luck." The one addressed j 
nodded.

“Gimme a little on account, and I’ll 
take a whirl at him." Pocketing the 
roll of bills which the other slipped to 
him, Blackle touched his cap and start­
ed for the sleeping place of the crew, 
i They found toe camp in greet excite- '

“If we can only get rid of the bad 
luck which has pursued us," he fin-

Aa Bttel and John were maktoe th.*T c,onr onto whatever came handi- 
thetr preparations to leave for the *?• «“Ing into each other's face will» 
"toe, the girl took John by the hand h? *** of alreadf dead- 
and looked earnaetiy into his face. ,In the v,rf •«* of plunging Into the

“All my fen,, and suspicion, of Mor- ^pZrts'csürtt °iZ* *„* EÜT* 
have returned with redoubled rioting thc Mw 

force. Ton are unwilling to think hnlMin» œ0Te™e”l_of Jh®
evil of him, bet for my sake, watch ben«to t^erom ^a “d tockllug 
Mw, Dont trust in* hmafiir t her Pf***/® •train. ▲ glance tailing;
of you. I fee. It “« ha^î

stole over bar M..» to remove this last obstacle and send
ried, th« maa drew'her to'hîm11,4 î?e *trorture rushing to the bottom.

•Tour persistence vobw mw —_ °*e 8Pl4*r «wlftly uncoiled a rope,
fideace sZZri^ lf hTt^. rr.,^" Aüno*t «Mteer than can be told h« 
it wî^demtoin—but I cTZ.t ÎLh1~ *“d made «»» end teat to the bent and

ay guard and watte him. Good-by r toe UrUt 0tiler “* ot

"hTsES; Zow' *“ fotMh'ffared Moron.
hie head T’ H “** There wqs a mighty heave upon the

“No, only to show the —■---------a. ! rop^ Md totem* the weak support %
the mmaUL nirowMte roZZ «■” way. Polring itself for a no-
bMoreTgTto toe^Z.» ,W ; •£»» on the brink and semning to

Kissing her geed*y he teak un ki. 1 Judder In every Joint and plank at 
rite and wart toïLro the fote that waa In store tor It, the

* to ““to building toppled Into Its awful ptaagT

( (NMD. OF FOUBTBBNTH BFUODftft

Together they all set out at full speed 
for the bend, reaching it a few minutes 
later.

The house, lodged against a rock In 
the teaming pass, was at a standstill, j 
aad John, who had been dashed 
against It had managed to grasp the 
oaves and pull himself once more to 
the reef where be now lay. gasping.

“Well

out

have him off, all right,” i
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