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iing the butt of his gun as a hammer, he
“wielded it so vigorously that he at last
ibeat in a part of the upper hailf of it,
*Only to find it wedged beyond the pos-
:uibility of opening. With the water
:already risen to thelr waists, he turned
‘his eyes to the roof,

The covering of the affair was of
'light stuff, loosely nailed and careless-
ly weather stripped. Could he have
‘reached it he easily might have forced
his way through, but with nothing in
the room upon which he might stand
such action was out of the question.
But one hope remained. Quickly ex-
plaining to the girl what was neces-
sary, he gave her the gun and hoisted
her upon his shoulder. Desperately
she set to work.

SBhe thrust the steel barrel of the
weapon through a chance opening
which she encountered, and steadied
by the man below and using all hbe
strength she mansged to pry one of
the boards a short distance from its
fellow. With this advantage gained
her work became faster. Knowing that
their lives were at stake she worked
furiously and to such good ult that
she soon loosened a board wide enough
to admit the passage of her body. This
«done she crawled through and seated
herself upon the ridge pole, and the
man, leaping up and grasping the
side of the opening, quickly hauled
‘himself to her slde. For the moment
‘they were safe, though the problem of
‘ther ultimate salvation remained still
to be solved.

Looking across the angry water,
John pointed ahead to where a big tree
extended its limb far over the tide. He
turned to the girl,

“There’'s an eddy right under that
tree. If we can get this craft into
that, we may be able to make the
limb.” Seizing the board which had
been pried from the roof, he began
paddling and steering the unwieldy
bulk in the direction desired. Nearer
and nearer the limb it swung, until
as the moment ripened John placed
himself astride the ridge pole and lift-
ed the girl in the air. At that instant
the house caught in the eddy and be-
gan to swing, and as it did so the man
lifted his burden to the supporting
branch. Ethel, grasping the saving ob-
Ject firmly, ensconced hersel in safety
as the man arose for the leap that
would land him at her side. As he
sprang, however, the treacherous foot-
ing beneath him gave a swerve and

“Now, ye heave!” called their leader.

Removed from' its restisg place by
the strain wpon the'rope. the log swung
into the céater of the race, its lower
| end ‘polnted ‘straight for tiie. falls, &
short distance below.. Before the
strength of the four upom ‘the shore
. it swung slowly inward wyatil it was
thin & dezen feet of shosl witer,
then it was that the Hawk ven-
another trick in the desperate
he was playing. Sedng that the
of his
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its restraint, the log went
plunging on its way to the falls. below,
Dearing with it the man whe once more
had been the victim of his rival's

“The rotten thing broke” Secretly
pocketing his knife,.he hurled the tell-
tale rope into the stream. as if in great
anger. Down .the, pass, . tom-
bling and leaping, the log went racing
with the man clinging desperately to it
until a violent toss of the trunk of
the tree broke his hand-hold and he
found himself unsupported in the
midst of the leaping waves. With the
cataract close below him, he aban-
doned hope.

And that he would have been lost
there can be no' question had not a
seeming miracle happened. From the
brush which bounded the shore a lariat
came uncolling like a serpent through

| the air, the noose settling firmly about
his shoulders. Totally unaware what
had happened,” but feeling his down-
ward course suddenly checked, and
seeing the rope, the half-drowned one
seized it and pulled himself ashore.

Belleving that the unfortunate in
the river was doomed beyond the pow-
er of man to save him, those upon the

l bank went racing with the stream.
What was their amazement, a moment
Iater, to see him whom they had given

! up for lost crawling out upon the bank.
Silently they all traced the lariat to

' its end, only to find it fastened secure-
ly to a tree, and with no one in sight.

“Well, I'll be blessed! Just how did
this come about, Davis?” gasped the
astonished Hawk. Quite frankly, the
one addressed admitted that he did not
know,

(ifﬁ}

i §

i

£
E
H
i
£
s

[
!
|
0
!”,l

i
i
-1
i
i
g!

i
i
i
I
|

i
i
§E§i
;EiE
T

4
Es
£
!
i

i

}

5
K

as soon
as you folks are,” contimtied kie
and with a nod signifying their read-
iness to depart, they followed him btk
ﬁ)‘a;mp. Finding everything packed
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and in readiness, Jobn and the girk’

rode off up the trall, leaving the more
slowly moving pack train to follow.
Meanwhile Blackie, enraged by his

fallure in throwing the knife, ‘accomi-,

panied by the Spider and Fream, by
taking a short cut and urging thelr
horses, had reached a spot some dis-
i tance ahead where a foot bridge of
| logs crossed a narrow but deep gully.
Throwing themsplves from their sad-
dles they began to work furiously.

First, renioving & number of The
poles which composed the floor of the
bridge, they inserted in their place
cracked and rotten maplinzs whieh
would scarcely bear the weight of a
| man, let alone a horse. Having thas
80 weakened a section of the bridge
! that no horseman could cross, they cov-
| ered the evidence of their deed with
'dirt and hastily withdrew from sight.
[ Meanwhile John and Ethel, riding
| elde by side, reached the deep gulch
which was spanned by the weakened

|
|

“I can’t explain it, folks. T felt the

noose settle about me, and grabbed
the rope. Iam as much puzzled as you
can be. Of course, some one threw it,
but who?”

They shook their heads stupldly.
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mendous clatter of knives and forks,

The meal which she soon afterwards

set before them more than repaid them

for all the pertls and hardships through
“y ;

“Tomorrow we'll make an

early start
for the mine with the ;

boys. The en-
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their feet he tossed a torn gunny sack
partially filled with ingots of gold—
one of the sacks borne from the room
the girl by the hermit as she slept.
:&Qmoment the men gathered
bars.of virgin metal, star

at it ‘as though transfived. - Fol-
wed & wild scramble into the
creek in search of more. As they

emerged, dripping, Morgan turned upon
them with a laugh.

shebang would slide
the clift-and go smash~
into the valley.” ‘The dark
Morgan lighted.
" “Good. Tl have it done.” He called
to two of his men. "' "

Within the shack, John and Rainface
battling ' desperately for their
lives. Lying upon the floor and ) ene
tirely out of sight of .the rufiens
without, they kept se keen a watch that
0o sooner was an arm or Mg exposed
than a bullet soon found it, seading
‘its ewner down with-a-how] of pain.
Davis turned to his partner with a
grim smile,
“I guess we can hold them off, Rain- -
face.: They ean't get in;, and unless

e

“Boys, this Isn't a circumstance to ! they can think
Wwhat the mine will give us if we can | ment—» He
only get rid of—" Buddenly he ' up in alarm

of some:new davil-
ceased. speaking and saf
Slewly but unmistakably

missing his mark, he shot downward, ' Rainface, watching them from a near-
his head striking the side of the hut, | by covert with a look off satlsfaction

and half\ stunning him as he plunged
into the torcent.

Seeing this from the bough upon
which she sat, Ethel sat gazing with
helpless horror as the
lover was swept away.

By the dim light of morning Morgan
and the Spider, watching the shack
on its wild course down the stream,
saw two figures emerge from its Inte-
rior and seat themselves wpon the roof.
The Hawk faced his companion with
great disgust. .

“They've got out of the box. Spider,
you and the mine boss and Blackie
come with me. The rest of you fel-
iows go back to your blankets and say
wothing. You don't need to remember
about this when you get up. It was
only a dream.?

Followed by the two men he had
<hesen Morgan started rapidly off to-
ward a bend at which he could inter

cept the floating hut. Ethel from her |

perch saw their approach, and sliding
to the ground hastened to meet them.
Tegether they all set eut at full speed
for the bend, reaching it a few minutes
later.

The house, lodged against a rock in
the feaming pass, was at a standstill,
and John, who had been dashed
against it had managed to grasp the
eaves and pull himself once more to
the reof where he now lay. gasping.
__"We'll svon have him of, all right,”

body of her '

i In his eyes, alone could have furnished
the explanation.

“But how did we come to be locked !

In that house and thrown into the
stream when you were on watch, Mor-
| gan?” demanded John as he fixed his
é eyes steadily wpon the ether. The
| Hawk raised a protesting hand.

“I was awakened from my sleep by |

i hearing some one prowling about.
Scenting danger, I endeavored to catch

him, and he led me a mile Away |

| through the~ darkness befere he gaye |

| me the slip. When I returned the
| house was gone, and I immediately
, summoned Spider and these men. That
~hermit is still up to his old tricks.”
Back they went to camp, John and

)

| Ethel bringing up in the rear, one wet I8

" arm about her waist.

| Well in advance of the rest, and be- |
" yond their earshot, Morgan addressed &

Blackle.

' you to see to it that he permanently

“It will be worth five thousand te '

' disappears. The Spider and I have _T

tried time and again, but he always
bobs up serenely. Maybe you will play
1 in better luck.” The one addressed
nodded. "
| “Gimme a little on account, and I'll
take a whirl at him." Pocketing the
roll of bills which the other stipped to
. him, Blackie touched his cap and start-
' od for the llleplll‘ place of the crew.
i They found the camp in grest excites

‘
—

Stopped, aware that the eyes of the as-
Sayer, the only honest man in the out-
were fixed upon him in wonder-

| ment.

“If we can only get rid of the bad
luck which has pursued us,” he fin-
ished lamely. “Meanwhile, we had
better take this find back to that shack
we just passed and store it there.”

As Ethel and John were making
their preparations to leave for the
mine, the girl took John by the hand

.| and looked earnestly Into his face.

“All my fears and suspicions of Mor-

fgan have returned with redoubled

force. You mre unwilling to think
evil of him, but for my sake, watch
him, Don‘th'-tl!-'hmﬂer.llng
of you. I feel it here—"
stole over her heart. Somewhat wor-
ried, the man drew her to him.

Her hand |

the little bullding was beglnning to
slide down the steep slope toward
where the cliff dropped in & shecr
plunge. d
“Great God! We're golng over!” he
ed.

Helpless, thrown this way and that

| by the violent tippings of the affair,

they clung onto whatever came handi-

est, gazing into each other’s face wiils
the eyes of men already dead.

In the very act of plunging fato the
abyss, the stump of one of the severcd
Supports caught wpon a projection,
stopping the onward movement of the

' building but bending aad buckling
beneath the straln. A glance telling
| him that it needed but a trifling effore
| to remove this last obstacle and send
| the structure crashing to the bettom,
the Spider ewiftly uncolled a rope.
Almost quicker than can be told he -
{ had made one end fait to the bent and
; 1ast-weakening pest, while a dozen
; hands eagerly seized the other end of
the lariat. ;

“Now, all together!™ roared Morgan.

There was a mighty heave upon the
rope, and before it the wesk support .
save way. Polsing itself for & mo-

; ment on the brink and to
i shudder in every joint and plank at
the fate that was in store for it, the

building toppled inte its awul
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