
OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 21

more than might he anticipated from so great a
change as that made. They had taken pains to
satisfy themçselves of the working of the present
Act, and lie believed lie would be aþle to shew
the House froi.the report of the Supberinten-
dent of Education tbat under that Act a great
improvemuent had taken place in the conimon
school educitiori of the Province, not only by
a large increase in the number of children at-
tending school, but also in relation to school
accommodaîtion. There could be no doubt that
one of the difhculties experienced, and he re-
ferred to it witi regret, was, that any mneasure
brought forward as a governnent mieasure,
would invite a good deal of hostile criticism on
thet part of the opponents of the Administration.
.e ditl not, in this remark make special refer-
onei to the preseu Opposition, for ho was
aware that h-, had. received vigorous and de-
termined aid fromu soe( gentlemen opposite,
and in every conut-y the mostenthusiastic sup-
porters of the new law were tO be found anong
their opponents, but muerely had reference to
the fact that any measure so broughl forward
invited a great deal of hostility. Looking at
t hat feat ure of the case, aud anxious to separ-
ate the question, as far as possible, froin politi-
cal consileratious, in ordier tha-t it muight coin-
muend itself to the body of the people, the Gov-
eruuent believed they would be consulting the
1ht30 interests of the country in leaving auy al-
terations to be suggested without a reference to
party feelings. He believed that agreat change
and improvemnent had been effected,-that the
difficulties te be encountered woulhi steadily
fade away, leavingthe general edtication of the
country in a progressive state. Tlie Govern
ment believed that the act might be muaterially
improved, but that- it would be better to leave
the matter open in the- way proposed. tle did
not intend to shrink, for a single moment, frou
taking his stiare of any responsibility arisiig
from the introduction of aiiendimnents.

Mr. LocKu enquired whetier the Qovern-
maint were uot prepared to briug down, any
menasure, or whetler tbey intended nerely to
rely on the suggestions of mnembers?

lion. PROVlNCMLSECRETARY replied that
the Goveirnmaeut, having obtained the adoption
of the leadinig principles which they lield, it
would be a violation of the'pledge given to the
Ifouse if they were to press, by Government
intluence, any changes consiatered necessary.

MiSCE4ANEOUS.
Mr. CHIURciLL presented.a petition froni

James A. Snirit, an aged teacher, praying a
tree grant of land.

li on. ATTOIiNEY GEN1R.AL laid on the table
copies of correspondence relating to the erection
cf a snali light on St. George's Island, in Hali-
lax harbor. Titis had arisen, he said,.fron a
representation of tli fact that danger existed
tO vessels entering the, harbor by niglit. He
also aubmitt-ed au application made to the Go-
vernment by the Cuard Company, and a
report thereon from the Superintendent of
Liglhthouses.

The papers were refer-red to a Committee on
uavigation securities.

Mr. Tois referred to the fact that the island
Was unler the control of the plitary authori-
ties and muggested that applicatious be nmade
li that quiter.

Ron. Arr'Y. GEN. answered that the wosk
could not be doue without -the oncurence of.

the military authorities, but he had been in-
formed that no difflculty would be made on
their part. A very inexpensive light would be
sufficient,-the maintenance being the principal
consideration.

Mr. CoFiNv salid thaitthis mattersholi hare
been before Élie House prcvioisly. A light in
the locality aîlluîded to was very muih net-led
in the navigation of the Harbour, anal if any
difliculty were experiencef in its ereetion lie
thought there were other points equally suit-
able for the purpose.

Hon AIT'Y. GEN. laid on the table paapers
conunectedt with investigations conducted by the
Postmaster General in refereneto abstraction
of muoiney froui rhiree money letters,-also docu
atments connected with a ;obbeiry of the mail lin
Digby County.

The papers were referred to the Post Ofline
Committee.

WINDSOR AND ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY.
The louse the-in went into Comuittee, and

passed the Windsor and Annapolis iailway
Biii with sone slight amendents.

RAILWAY MATTER,[S.
Mr. Toe-aN gave notice to th- House that thet

Lailway Cotnmitte would inet on Frilay
next at Il o'elock, andl urged the neeessity o:
jronoting the business before the Committee.
lie trusteil all parties havingclaims to paso be-
fore thein would bring thei forward by at
least ten days' time. By that means ail reasons
for canplaint would be remnoved..

Mr. LONGLE stat, iti answer to the bon.
gentleman, that t-lie R,.ailway Report would be
ready in a few days.

lion. Mr. McFARLANI suposed that ptarties
haviing business before that Committee would
be entitled to the usual fourteeu days' notice,

PETITIONS
Mr. ANNAND preseuted two, petitions-one

from Jeddore and the othet fromn Pope's Har-
bor-, on the subject of Educatioi.

Mr. jBALCAM, a petition fromia Tangier on the
saine subject.

Mr. MILLER, a petition from the inhabitants
of Lit,le Arichatasking for a graint for the erec-
tion of a liglt lieuse. H.e referred to the import-
ance of tiei harbor.

Mr. LONGLEY presentel two petitions; one
trou Aunapolis un the sulbject ot tra wl fishing,
and the otiier fromt a man asking aid for a
house ofentertainment. -

THE TRUIK RAILWAY.

Mr. ANNAND askel the Government if they
liad receivet any iitimation fron the other
side of the water thbat miglit give reason to be-
lieve that operations for the construction of
the truiîk line of railway to New Brunswick,
would he ret-rded, in consequence of the tigbt-
ness of the atoney market.

Hon. Pttov. St.cy. replied' that the parties
who entered upon the contracti for the con-
struction of the line in question were to be in-
corporated in Englanid, under the limite-d
liability act, and therefore did not require the
passage of such a bill as-was hfore the louse..
He was very glad to be able to say that no in-
formation had been recelved of any intention
ou the part of the International Contrant Com-
pany to reveie frotm the engagements tbey bad
made wth te Province.

Thflouse t-e heu a lioruned lutil the next day
a 3o-lock.-


