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more than might be anticipated from so great a
change as that made. They had taken pains to
satisfy themselves of the working of the present
Act, and he believed he would be aple to shew
the House tron .the report of the Superinten-
dens of Education that under that Act a great
improvement had taken place in the common
school educeation of the Province, not only by
n large increase in the number of children at-
tending school, but also in relation to schoo!
accommodation. There could be no doubt that
one of the difficulties experienced, and he re-
ferred to it with regret, was, that any measure
brought forward as a governmeunt measure,
would invite a good deal of hostile criticism on
the part of the opponeuts of the Administration.
e did not in this remark make special refer-
snce to the presenp Opposition, for he was
aware that he had. recsived vigorous and de-
termined ail from some gentlemen opposite,
and in every conuty the mostenthusiastic sup-
porters of the new law were to be fouad ainong
their opponents, but merely had reference to
the fact that any measnre so broughl forward
invited a great deal of bostility. Looking at
tha featurs of the case, and anxious to separ-
ate the question, as far as possible, from politi-
cal constderations, in order that it wight com-
mend itself to the body of the people, the Gov-
ernment believed they would be cousulting the
heget interests of the country in lenving any al-
terations to be suggested without a reference to
party feelings. He believed that a great change
and improvement had been effected,—that the
difficulties to be encouniered would steadily
fade away, leavicgthe general education of the
country in a progressive state. The Govern

ment believed that the act might be materially
improved, but tlLat it would be betrer to leave
the matter open in the way proposed. He did
not intend to shrink, for a single moment, from
taking his share of any responsibility arisiug
from the wtroduction of amendments.

Mr. LOCKE enguired whether the @overn-
ment were uot prepared to briug down auny
measure, or whether they intended merely to
rely on the suggestions of members?

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY replied that
the Goverunent, having obtained the adoption
of the leading principles which they held, it
would be a violation of the*pledge given to the
House if they were to press, by Government
intluence, any chauges considered necessary.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

Mr. CHURCHILL presented.a petition from
James A. Smith, an aged teacher, praying a
free grant of land.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL laid on the talle
Copies of correspondence relating to the erection
of u gmall light on 8t. George’s Island, in Hali-
fax harbor. Tlis had arisen, he said, from &
representation of the fact that danger existed
%0 vessels entering the harbor by night. He
il3o subwitted an application made to the Go-
Vvernwent by the Cumard Compauy, and a
report thereon from ths Superintendent of
Lighthouses. ) .

The papers were réferred to a Committee on
Uavigation securities,

Mr. ToBIN referrad to the fact that the island
was under the coutrol of the wilitary authori-
ties and suggested that applicatious be made
la that quarter. :

Hou. Arr'y. GEN. answored that the wosk
could not be done without the concusrence-of:

the military authorities, but he had been in-
formed that no difficulty would be made on
their part. A very inexpensive light wotld be
sufficient,—the maintenance being the principal
consideration.

Mr., CorriN said thas this matter shonld have
been before the House previously. A light in
the locality alluded to was very much needed
in the navigation of the Harboar, and it any
difliculty were experienced in its erection he
thoughs there were other puints equally suit-
able for the purpose. :

Hon A1T'y, GEN. laid on the table papers
connected with investigationseondueted by the
Postmaster Gensral in veference to abstraction
of money from rhrree woney letters,—also dveu-
ments connected with a sobbery of the mail in
Digby County.

The papers were referved to the Post Oflice
Comumittee,

WINDSUOR AND ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY.

The House then went into Comwmities, and
passed the Windsor and Annapolis Railway
Bill with some slight amendments. '

RAILWAY MATTERS.

Mr. TOBIN gave notice to the House that thie
Railway Committee would mees ou Friday
next at 11 o’clock, and urged the necessity of .
promoting the business before the Cowmmittee.
He trusted all parties having clains to pass be-
fore them would Lring them forward by at
least ten days’ time. By thatineansall reasons
for complaint wouid be removed.

M. LONGLEY stated, in answer to the hon.
gentiewan, that the Ruilway Report would be
ready in o few days.

Hou. Mr. MCFARLANE supposed that parties
having business before that Committee would
be entitied tu the usual fourteen days’ uotice,

PETITIONS

Mr. ANNAND prescuted two. petitions—one
from Jeddore and the other from Pope’s Har-
bor, oo the subject of Kducation.

Mr. BALCAM, a petition from Tangier on the
same subject.

Mr. MILLER, a patition from the inhabitants
of Lirtle Arichatasking for a grant for the erec-.
tion of a light house. He referred to the import-
auce of the harbor.

Mr. LONGLEY presented two petitions; one
from Aunapolis un the subject of trawl fishing,
and the other from a wau asking aid for a
house of entertainiwent.

THE TRUNK BAILWAY,

Mr. ANNAND asked the Government if they
had received any intimation from the other
side ot the water that wight give reason to be-
lieve that operations for the construction of
the trubk line of railway to New Brunswick.
would be retarded, in consequence of the tiglt-
pess of the money market., K

Hon. Prov. Secy, reptied that the pacties. -
who entered upon the countracs for the con-
struction of the line in question were to be in-
corporated in England, under the lmited
liability act, and therefore did not require the
passage of such a bill asiwas hefore the House.
He was very glad to be able to say that no in-
formation hasdl been received of any intention
ou the part of the International Coatract Com-
paay to recede from the engagements they had
wade with the Province.

. The House then a1joruned until the next day
as 3o-clock. .



