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THE EDMONTON CONVENTION

The sweond  anpual  convention of  the
Uniteddl Farmers of Alheria was sucvewful
even hevond expectatiors, and at onee the
agricultural  interests of  the provinee of
Alberta were hrought to the forefeont.  The

farmers in attendance came from all parts of
the provinee and were engnged in various lines
of IMtural work Realizing that
by combined effort could they seeun
rights, the delegate who
stood sde by sde with the « e who waen
toek Shoulder 1o the Al
berta farmers are |m~| ng forward the chariot
of progress One of the ont<standing
of the eonvention was enthusinsm
if poesible, even greater than that exhibited
al the
the kevnote of the new acreultural enterprise
in Alherta
throughout the provines

VT only
their

grower

was a grain

myser n!‘v"r

tures
which wae
Brandon convention. Co-operation is
This co-aperation not only extends
among the farmers
themselves, hut also includes the government
of the prov inece A most «tpriking feature of the
the spirit of eo-operation
with which the government, in the pereon of the
Premier and the Minister of Agrienlture, met
with the farmers, At the ontset the Premier
announced his intention to render every aid to
farmers, and hefore

convention was

!'u- comvenbion was com-
pleted apportunity was opened to the Premier
to fulfil his promise in a wav which mus<t have
gladdened his heart. The farmers of Alherta
took the Premier at hic word and a large number
of matters wére rsolved into shape to demand
the attention of the government.  The United
Farmers of Alberta is a powerful and exeeed.
ingly ind-pendent organization of men.  Tak-
mng o af from the book of the farmers of
Denmark, they have devided to go ahead and
lav truly and well the foundation of a new and
progressive agricultural life. Now that the
government of Alberta, in the person of the
Premier, has itself favorably,
and is anxious to eo-operate with the Grmrrx
it rests with the organized farmers to see that
the progress of the work is what it should he
The local throughout the prn\'ih'l‘
must stand behind and support their provineial
directors and officers inh every way. There
are at present upw ards of 7.000 farmers associ-
ated with the organization.  This number,
during the next year, should he doubled at
least. and every farmer who has the interest
of his provinee, his community and his family
at heart, should join hand in hand with his
hrother farmer to forward the L’mnl work

The delegates at the convention represented
considerable power, but all the local unions
in the province working with cordial unanimity
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unions

FHE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE
would represent still ~greater power. The
farmers of Alberta, once thoroughly arousd
and with a proper organization, will he the
most potent influence for good in the provines

y will he the main factor in moulding the
fufute progress of Alherta; and, judging by
the work done at the Edmonton convention
the future of the provinee s in good hands
The delegnates at the convention npresented
vyoung men in their taenties and old men who
had passed the allotted span: there were

scholars from the leading educational instity

tions of the Old Land and Canada

there were
men whoe had been trained in anous walks
of life and there were men whose chiel edueation

had been derived from stern experience in the
University of Hard Knocks
ahile
(IV|»' "

full

Such a gathering
of men wa to deal with questions upwn
menit.and o

s that it was
deall with I w

thinking man st the eon

andd examine a question
understond hefore it
o
ention that the

ng the farmers of the «

was

as hrought home every
mam
sl the

A A ques

need nme vnl ry

Whene

present time is education

ton eame up hefore the convention, with
which every delegate was conversanl, it was
dealt with summanily. and no time was wasted

upon it When questions eame up upon which
of the delegnles werr familiar, it
to The
delegates represented the pick of the farmers
of the provinee They were mostly men who
had ael in the
matter of CXPOTIency andd education The result
of the Edmonton Convention will e o nve
r greal impetus to the work of the farmers’
awocintion during the next year

many not

WAN  DeCessary have exp'anations

reereived]  comsaderahile anlage

A program
of work hassheen laid down, which, if com
pleted in a satisfactory manner, will greatly

improve the conditions under which the
farmers of the provinee are working.  Every
thing that the firmers have demanded will
probably not be granted during the next

twelve months, but they should see to it that
it is hrought before the proper authorities
and that something is done towards a eon
summation

It was very pleasing to all attendants at
the to the per entage of
ladies which were present.. To some it might
be considered that there was ittle of an inter
esting character to the ladies; but the farmer
to ecarry on work
without the intelligent sympathy and support
of his wife is under a terrible handisap. The
farmer pnd his wife must work together and
the charactr and tone of the meetings will
be greatly improved through the attendance
of e ladies. Their co-operation will greatly
improye the social life of the farming com

convention note

who is endeavoring his

munity of the province. It will also assist
in making the local unions the centres for
mutual help, education, and culture. The

farmers of Alberta are eertainly alive to the
importance of their provinee and to the possi-
bilities of the great work which they are
undertaking Although in numbers the or-
ganization in the provinee of Alberta is not so
strong as in the two sister provinees to the
east, yet the enthusiasm, vim, and determina-
tion 15 there, and the two sister provinces
must look to their lanrels if their record is 4o
be as good as that of Alberta.

LA A

THE PORK PACKING PLANT

The subject which excited probably the
most interest at the Edmonton convention
was that of the establishing of the government
pork packing plant. The government has
had the project under consideration for some
timme, and have not heen making the progress
which the United Farmers have considered
the importance of the scheme demanded
The need of the plant is very great: In the
nature of things the government was not
exceedingly anxious to accept the responsi-
bility that would follow the erection of a
plant such as the United Farmers required.
The hog industry in.Alberta has heen drooping,
showing the most unfavorable system of mar
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keting which is in existence.  The farmers were
that a must come, and
» propesition up o the government that

determined remesy

put

was nol accepled The government in tum
made another proposition which was not
. -..'.,l but at the convention last week

a new proposal brought forward by the govern
his new deaft proposal
is that thefammers agree to supply all the hogs
that they mised for the market to the Kowern-
ment pork packing plant. A penalty s o he
imposd for selling any Wogs to any other

ment was a =-~|.!~.l

coeren Phis scheme was not looked upon
with unanimous favor hy the convention st
the outset. However, it was ascertained that

in Denmark, where the pork packing industry has
heen brought to the highest state of éffichmey.
that even a heavier penalty was placed upon
the farmers who did support
plant e matter viewedd then in »
different light. It w realized that if the
ernment would do its part, the live stock
commissioner woukl be well able to aswertain
the fecling of the farmors towands the new
wheme, when he visits the loeal dhions during
the remainder of the winter. The givern-
has an opportunily to show the
depth of its grod intentions towards the farm

not their own
wWas
s

menl now

ere There s no misirust on the part of
the farmers towank the gowvernment on the
pork  packing quesiion It s n 'nwtm-
conclusion that the pork packing plant of
Alherta will be underway very shortly. The
hog indwley of Alberta, when mvkrlin.
conditions are mvle right, will aeeime con
siderable  proportims. The condit'ons  are

such in Alberta that hoge can phu""'v he
raised more cheaply than in any other part
of the west. There s a tod gavrket for
cured meat in Alherta and British Columbia

The impetus given to this industry will
make a noticeable difference. in the income
of many farmers who devole attention to
the rising of hogs "

LA R J
CHILLED MEAT PLANTS NEEDED

An outline scheme Tor the establishment
of a svetem of chilled meat p'ants for Alherta
was diseyend o considerable length at the
Edmonton The farmers in at-
at the convention were of one accord
in their desire to have the live stock industry
placed upn a remunerative basis  through
the establishment of chilled meat plants
A wheme for a |)ri\':||t'|\'~~vwv|rv| sy«tom of
“hilling plants was brought forward hefore
the convention but was not fegarded with
favor, and after considerable discussion the
decided ask the Dom‘nion
government to take up the matter and act
The provincial govern-
ment was also asked to awist the project
in every way possible.  The farm rs of Alberta
are thus leading the way to on= of the greatest
projects that has ever been undertaken in
the west. There is no_reason why the live stock
industry of Western Canada should not grow
until it assumes the proportions of that of
the western States.  There is little encourage-
ment Lo the farmers in Alberta today to invest
more deeply their money, time and labor
in an industry, the products of which are
controlled by monopoly. To make this matter
right, the farmers must be given another
avenue through which to market their live
stock. Different schemes have been mooted,
but it seems hardly likely that any solution
of the present problems will give the desired
relief unless it is absolutely under the con-
trol and is operated by the Dominion govern-
ment. Although Alberta is foremost in the
live stock trade, yet Saskatchewan and Mani-
toba have also to be considered and a great
deal of live stock will be marketed from these
two provinces when conditions are made
right. The Dominion government should take
hold of the chilling proposition and erect
plants capable of handling the live stock
of the three provinces.

A refrigerator car system would also be
necessary and if this were in the hands of

convention,

tendance

eonvenbion to

as soon as possible




