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( ORKESl’ONDENCE. j pat when placed by llie liver's brink, and caifed in oar ver­
sion of Exodus, chap. li. verse ii, “ nn ark of Bulrushes.”

I Tl;e Pnpvius Wai of tiie gro .test use to llie ancient Egvp. 
j'.iins ; the j it!i contained in the stalk serving them for food,

For llie Wesleyan

ON W II IT I NO

'l';!- f.r-t mention of wilting, is Exodus, chip, x v i i., verse woody part to build vessels, and the bark was made into 
1 t, Write lies for a memorial in a Hook.'" a paper, wlileli bee inn; i:i after yuaie, a considerable article

The most ancient piece of writing cxtnn’ in nny n.t.on. is ; of eotnmerre 
me “ Pentateuch.” or fve books of Moses, and llie “ Ten j '|'be manner of making the Egyptim paper is as follow* :
< i nu.and m ats,” found therein, and oiig’mallv written on When liic outer sYn or bark is taken oil", there are several 
":e “ tables of stone with the finger ofsjoil .” til s is getie-j fj' ms or inner pedicles, one within another. 1 h »e, when 
i at I v con idefed ns tiie rcr i/_/irsf wi iling ir. aiphultetica! ch.irac-'^tpar.'it d from the still;, were laid on a table arllully inatrh- 

eyi.r exliilii'ed to mon. Home suppose, that taarkt, or , t| and flailed lot;., tlier, and moistened vvitli the water of tin# 
ics in i g lit base been used before. . | Nile, winch, d.ssoUiag the glutinous juices of the plant,

«I,;.- rft'tlij most ancient melliuds of writing, was on wood ' rnus ; tbon to adhere closely together. They are afterwards 
eat tt.t'.i tin a s'ices, and fuel)' plained and polished. The let- 1 pressed and dried in the -un ;land thus are prepared sheets or 
irrs u.-.e eut or e’igriv or! in tin: w-o i.l v. ill; mi iron in-tru j leaves iTr writing in cli iracters marked by a coloured liquid 

ctllel a sh/!r; and fiom llie ancient use of this instru- passing Enough a hollow reed. The leaves thus prepared, 
i.th ; p nticu'iir molb or manner uf a person's con po- j were after wards tied or sewed together, and covered with 

,.i..hi, is slil! ternitd bis 11 style.” jthin board made of the wood uf the “ Papyrus”. From
la liter limes, iln:-e wooden tables were covered w itli this use of the term “ board,” the word was used in modern 

mu, i.i winch the style made a readier impression, besides tia.es, to designate books with a certain, kind of cover ; and 
winch, by the application of beat, the wnting could be msi- fiom the term, 14 Papyrus” comes the English word, Paper.
I , cti red, and by smoothing over the v. ,;x, other wnting j On tlte invention ol" this kind of Parier all other substances 
'■ add be put in the same place where tin fur i.er writ ir.g had forme: ly used fur Writing, fell into disuse. Arid we are in- 
h a a. i'h" wax tildes were mostly u-iil in writin" letters or, formed 44 When Ptolmey Pbilndelphus, king o' Egypt, set 
y;.-ties, and when uritsn, the tables were tied together,, up to make a great Library, and brought together ail sort* 
•sealed, and limn sent 11 the party to whom they were direct- J of books unto it, he caused them all to be copied out on this 
ml The (hecks and !tom:.si> continued the use of w axed lablejsort of paper.”
I. io\«, long after the 44 pupyrua" of Egypt wai discover- Another substance used for writing on, by llie ancients, 
e i, he.'ir.su of tlie.r use ill correcting exte npo.aneous com- w as the skins of animals. The honour of this invention is 
piK.imn».. I usually given to Cumenes, king of Pergamus, in Asia, who

i ron; llm r.nc’crt waxed table hooks, it is conceived t!m died about lf.0 years before Christ. It is said that Cumenes 
mud un ion y table hpoki, os sometimes used for memo-1 being b"i.t upon gelling a library in bis own country, that 
ramluiiK, were adopted. jrhuu'd outdo the Alexandrian library, began to import Papy-

Htonc or I.ead w re also' suhst inces no he li writing was rus from Eg) pt ; but llie Egyptian king prohibited the ex­
p-firmed with the or 44 Iron peri.” Job serins to 1 pertation i»f that article. This led Cumenes to have the
r. i to tins, ch ip. xi\. verse 2d, 21., aud likewise the Pro-!*!, ms uf animals prepared ; and un them he tlienceforth co-

i ii't J. rcmiali chip xvii. verse I. 1 pivd out sue!, works as lie intended to put into his library.
i'.my that table hooks i f wood w ere in nee before |',om 44 I’ergamus” the name of the place where the art of

the time ol Homer. 1 luj ( liinc ;e, bef ire the in \ cut ion of thus pro pa ring "sit ins was praettsi d, came the latin 44 Perga- 
p. . wrote or engraved, with un iron instrument or style, mena” and the English word Parchment.

Il must, however, be a mistake of those historians who 
oa the leaves of the snv that Cun unes of Pergamus, first inveuted parchment, al- 

aid i. ft or wards on the Inner bark of different, though ,t is probable that he made considerable improvement 
*• ll,u ("’ularlv of the Ad, and the Lime tree, | j,, ,ho lll(„i,: of preparing it. Eor it appears a sort of parch- 

nri was called by the (.recks 44 Bibles” and , ,nc rat was used long before. Cumenes was born. According

jto 1‘ioi.oru-1 Hi, ulus, tiie Persians of old wrote all their re-

t un or on bnntboo.
.Xiiiv'tor anoioiit w:iv ofnvi’.ir

I.iIk,"

1 .mi us<? of ill • i*a’;c !?af, n< ti.e suns’trice < n which ' tor,r4 skins i and Herodotus te)!s us that the ancient
- w:,< l”‘,ror'"r1' wp w.:‘ 1 ll"‘ ,cr" “ ,''af ” a< °P* j Ionian*, in writing made use c.f sheep skins and goat akin».** 

i , lint part of the hook, In wlych the letters are;There is also strong evidence that the Jew. made use of a 
.,r , :,pr..sse I. I'rov, the use uf.hetireek term, 44 Bib-| kind of parchment long before Euutenes , for we read of 44 a

:,Uv0’ wc ''Ve ,h'- lvor-1 “ h'bU>" ' ; mil,” Ezra vi. 2 ; 44 a roll of a hook,” Jer. xxtvi.2 ; and a
V w :i the artie'e, si.rply ^gniiies a hook, hut with;., scroll rolled together,” Isaiah, xxxiv. 4. And. someeup- 
, 1, bernmivs etuph;,.,-. and me.ns.t he hook of j p0-e iht.uho authentic copy of the La w, which Hilkiah found

!.. v .use ,1 ,s .he bust '.or,I. over wrAtun. masmnch as ( the temple, and sent to king Josiali (see 2 Chron.
'• -l'ïi'Ç TI'y>îti y of Cod .ncarnate lor the salvation t.f a ; 14 —Hi) was of th s substance.
1 ’* rv. r ,d. ?. I Î! need sc.ircclx

: , ,ln. an ••ion I r«o „f the .cm, «• Fiber” a. sated , other substances for writing than wood, wax, &c, the u.e 
:;i 'M’, e n..cs the English term 4 l.inrary ’ vvInch means a : t>:The style or
*" ' * I il . .1 I I t 1) ■ 1 <1 U S. ; Ilf t .«l!

XXXIV.

ly be added, that when men began to e.e

! lron pen” was laid aside ; and pen. made
! nfieed or cane, were introduced. The word rendered in our 

l" <;|b'""launt years camé into use the famous 44 Papyrn,” version of A John „ii, 44 Pen,” i, 44 K.ladm, ” the Greek 
... y, Tb= I',I~ .1,, of L, . ,„d. Th, w b, ^ / ,be „,„lb
\il«‘. ond vi m ir-shy qroumls. i lie sui.U 8ix or seven I
rivais, tint is, from ten to twelve feet Love the water, and
in in.mit, s m small filament* resembling hair. Tin* w.is'm,a. , „• ; 4

, , L made, wag “asbestos, a sort of native fossil stone, which
«nil’ll '"'s called the Egyptian reed, end was of the same ,« r,mnA jar . ,, r i - i i ", i , , 40 mound in different eeuntriee up the Levant, as well as inmaterial of which the ark was made, to which Moses was! An.!*., j, xv t .. , .. . _ ' . e

-vngiesey m Wales m Aberdeenshire m Scotland ; m some

1 century 
Ti.e most singular substance of which any paper was ever


