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whole Church holds, and what was not
institated by sny Councll, but was con.
stantly recelved, is to be belleved as comivg
from Apostolle tradition,”

The mystery which is commemorated
by this festival is described in the first
chapter of St, Luke's Goepel. The
Apgel Gabriel was sent by God to
Nazareth to & V.rgin expoused to Joseph
to address her by a mode of sajutation
never before given to human being:
“ Hail full of grace, the Lord is with
thee : Blessed art thou among women,”

The words ¢ full of grace ” or * full of
the spirit of God,” are, indeed, to be
found in Holy Scripture applied to
others besides the Blessed Virgin, but
the Greek word employed by the Evan.
gelist here is kecharitomene, which has a
special force rhich is not found else-
where, as it intimates * formed in grace,”
or, as St, Sophronius wrote: * Taou
bast found witn God grace more re-
splendent than all others; thou hast
found with God complete snd perpetual
grace which no one else received. No
one else was made pure from the be.
ginning.” (prokekathartai) Here the
doctrine of the Immaculate Coneeption
of the Blessed Virgin is clearly implied
in the salutation of Mary.

The Angel then reveals to Mary the
purpose of his mison :

% Behold thou skalt coccelve in thy
womb, and sbalt bring forth a Son, and
thou shait call His name Jeens, Hs shsll
be great, and shall be called the Son of tke
Most High ”

The Holy Virgln ia mnch surprised at
the nature of the revelation which Is made
to her; and indeed the Incarsat!on of tke
Son of God, and the R:demption of man.
kiud, are made to depeud upon her consent
to the with of Alm!ghty Ged. Tale con-
sent ebe glves only when sbe is acsurcd
that the state of virglnity which she had
embraced eball remain fatact. Itis by s
special miracle, by the power of the Holy
Ghcst, that she eball b:come the Mo:her of
God Incarnate, It le ozly thea that ehe
glves her caneant, saylng :

% Behold the handmald of the Lord,

Be it done unto me sccordlng to thy
word.”

There can be no doubt that the Blessed
Virgin was aware of the prophecy of
Ieatas, which foretold that Carist sbould
be born of a Virgln ; but, taken by sur.
prise, it 1s not to be wondered at that ehe
did not apply to hereelf the words of the
prophet at once.

The great mystery of the Annunclsation,
whereby the Blessed Virgln becomes
¢ Mother of God,” places her “in the
highest place among the salnts ¢f God,
snd fully jaetifies the high homor with
which sbe s venerated by the Catbolic
Church, which addresses her as *' Q1een of
Apgels,” and “Quaeen cf all Salnts,”
Protestants frequently object to the ti'le
“ Mother of God ” which we give to the
Bleesed Virgln, We will leave for a
futare artlcle the fall proof that this is
properly her title, but we will here merely
say that St. Ellzabeth, under the inspir-
ation of the Holy Ghost, gave,to her a
title which s equivalent :

¢ Whence Is this to me,75that the Mother
of my Lord should come,to me 1" (St.
Luke ., 43 )

THE ITALIAN PREMIER.

Every despatch that has been 'cabled
feom Italy since our views on Sigacr
Crispi were given helps to confirm us
in the oplnion we then advanced, It
was our conviction that King Humbert's
Ministerial Cabinet was well rid of Maz-
zini's disciple and co-partner’in social-
ism and dynamite conapiracies, It was
utterly impossible that any nodus vivendi
could ever be reached between the
Sovereigan Poatitf and the Italian Gov-
ernment while Crispi held ;the reins of
power, His education, his personal
character and all his antecedents were
the very oppositejof what is required for
prudent State direction} or Christian
government. A man;with blunted cor-
science and utterly devoid of humare
sentiment or feariof God caalnever be a
true patriot. But when we consider
such a being at all times the victim of
degrading passions and forever, in his
political actions, moved by considera.
tions of hatred against the Vicar of Christ
and of contempt for everything which
ordinary Christian men hold eacred and
venerable, it must strike every one that
Oriepi held too long for Italy’s'good the
very responsible position of Prime Mir-
ister at Rome,

Last Friday’s despatches deseribe a
scene in the Roman Parliament (Caam.
ber of Deputios) that throws a flood
of light on the ill-starred and dangerous
character of Signor Crispi :

% Signor Imbriani, who is a practical
Catholic, haviog been grossly insulted by
one of Criepi’s adherents, exclaimed, * Yo
are the servants of Austria!’ to which
Crispi replied, ‘ No, not the servants, but
the friends of Austria.’ Imbriani repeated
his remark with deliberation, hinting
that Crispi and his friends, instead of
studying the weltare and peace of their
own country, were the slaves of Bismarck
and the servants of Austria, which had
oppressed Italy., To this Orispi retorted
with a gross personal insult intended for
Imbriani. Tae latter ealled upon Crispi
to withdraw his remark  Crispi refused,
saying, ‘While I was Minister of State
I was forced by my position to endure

such as you; but now (he shouted in
angry tonee) 'l am no longer bound to

do so: in my pocket is a revoiver,
Beware !

It was at the school of Mazzini avd
Garibaldi that Crispi bad learned the
sll-.powerful icflaence of the hidden
revolver, the lapis lazali dagger and the
destructive dynamite,

Tae deepatches mention that a scene
of indescribable confusion and excite.
ment ensued in the House. Waoat a
contragt this couduct exhibits beside
that of the actual Prime Minister, the
Marquis Rudini! and what hopes may
not all Catholies and well wishers of
COhristian  progrees and civilization
indulge in on leaining that the euccessor
of Criepi is neither infidel, priest hating
nor blood-thirsty ! The first declarations
of the new Minister were in favor of re-
trenchment in public expenditure, social
economy and non-interference with the
Chureh of God.

The latest news we have received is
to the eflect that the new Itelian Minis-
ter, Marquis de Rudini, bas made over-
tures to the Vatican, with a view to bring.
ing about an ententc cordial (amicable
relations) based on concessions made to
Catholics,

Tae people who control the
cable deepatches are not expected to
understand the difticulties that subsist
between the Holy See and the Italian
Government, and must be pardoned for
making use of the term * concessions ”’
whep, no doubt, it should read restora.
tiona of privileges taken away or of
properties sequestrated, or for compan-
sating wholeaale robberies commtitted by
the former Goveroment under the
sacrilegious hands of Crispi and hws
vandal followers.

In tae change that nas takan placs itis
impossible for the ordinary observer not
to see the fioger of God made manitest,
Whaen the statesman of any great nation
uadertake a reversal of policy making
for peace with the Caurch and for pub-
lic tranquility as well as for political
morality 1t is evident that earnest sup-
plications have been addressed to Him
who controls all human aftairs and that
the nation at large has found grace with
God. All men of faith will readily
acknowledge that the additional prayers
ordained by our present most glorious
Pont {1, and offered to God at the end of
every church service, have been heard
in heaven, and are already producing the
most desirable results.

As a still further proof of our conten-
tion, it may be observed that the Falk
laws of Prussia have been repealed, and
still furtber overtures of peace and per-
fect good-will on the part of the Prussian
Government have been received at Rome.
The latest news on this eubject was
cabled cn last Fridey, It appears that
in Prussis, as in Ontario, there are
fanatical howlers who can never hear of
any concession or honest fair.play being
givea to their Catholic fellow.country-
men. When it is rumaored in Berlin or
Posen that Emperor William or Chan.
cellor Von Caprivi are in communica.
tion direct with the Vatican and that
tome new but long sought for conces.
sion 15 granted to Catholic conscience or
to Caristian education protests are
made from the Protestant pulpits,
and ¢xcitement runs high, The
Hunters, the Jobnstons and the
Wilds of Fatherland exhaust their
vocabularies of vituperation, and in their
denunciations of the Man of Sin provoke
agitations such as Canada witnessed not
long ago, In fact, such and g0 great has
been the furore created in Germany by
the fanatical preichers, whose ravings
ressmbled more the conduct of howling
dervishes than of Caristian miaistors,
that the progress of the Emperor’s just
and peaceful administration was for a
while blocked and impeded in its bene-
ficent march, Now we are informed by
no lees a personage than the Chanocellor
of the Empire that ** the delay in bringing
formard measures to modify the provis.
ions existing against religious bodies is
due solely to Protestant excitement,
which is now abating.”

The Chnancellor, Von Caprivi, who
sends this apology to Roms, terminates
his letter with the comforting assurance
that the abatemant of the raligious agita-
tion will enable the Garman Gavern-
ment to fulfil ita intentions of madifying
the prohibition against Catholica.

Ths whole substancs and character
of these despatches furnish us with the
information that Catholic K nancipation,
which was repealed immediately after
the Franco Prussian war, would have
been restored iong ago by Emperor
William and liberty of Oatholic worship
proclaimed if his liberal designs were
not frustrated by the bigotry and intoler-
ancs of the Wilds and Hunters of the
Teutonic racs,

When Bismarck’s vaulting ambition
projected a national Caurch, over which
he could preside as Carist’s Vioar, and
thus equal the Russian Ozar in wielding
power over spirituals, his plans were
destroyed and bhis projacts of unlimited
power baulked by the firm attitude and
noble stand of the priests and Bishops
of Germany, Several Bishops were
confised in dungeons; the religions
bodies, such as Dominican préachers and
Jesuits Fathers, were drivea out of the

country : collegea and flourishing univers.
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