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ONE WEAPON AGAINST DIVORCE,
That divoree is eating out the vitals
of society is apparent. Our separated
brethren deploreand denounce the fact,
but they are powerless to prevent it
because they have not that which can
exercise 1 sway over the conscience.
Only the Church founded by Him Who
vestored marriage to its primitive state
and cast over it the halo of a sacra
ment can be a barrier to the tide of
legalized lust. Any attempt, however,
tnAdo away with the evil must be viewed
with favor. Their campaign against it
has its weak points, but it may succeed
in demonstrating that Catholic prin-
ciple is the one weapon against divorce.
—————
CHURCH ITS DEADLY
ENEMY.

THE

We learn from an exchange that at
the first business session of the General
Asggembly of the Presbyterian Church
of the United States, the report of the
special committee in marriage and
divorce, of which Rev. Dr. Dickey is
chairman, made its report and sub
mitted recomwmendations for the con-
sideration and action of the General
2Assembly. In reply to a question Dr.
Dickey said: * The way to success in
this reform is by the path of Christian
unity and the way to secure Christian
unity is to beas courteous to the Roman
Catholic to any other
©hurch., A Church that has stood for
anthority since the time of the Church,
will stand in the front rank in bringing
about reform of this erying evil of
" Hemight have gone on and
quoted Leo XIII. that the Catholie
C'hurch has been of the highest sorvice
¢o the well-being of all pecples by her
canstant defence of the sanctity and

Church as

divoree.

perpetuity of marriage. She deserves
no amall thanks for openly protesting
\gainst the civil laws which offended so
century
the

grieviously in this matter a

for striking with anathema

srotestant heresy concerning divoree

and putting away. And when
Roman Pontifls withstood the most
princes who sought with threats
o tain the Chureh's approval of
their divorces, they fought not only
v the safety of religion but even for
that of civilization.
POWERLESS SECTS.
Dr. Dickey's language is to be com
mended Where, however, inany of the
is a tithe of that thority which
€ 1 is possessed by the Church
They have disciplinar) regulations
A0 livoree in their book, but who
the power to enforce them? For
¢ they not only looked or
ol o destroying the peace of the
wnd virility ol t state, but
they e helped it by their slavish
pliapce with the enactments of the
! | r. Soeci has rotted before
,but they ha riven it no remedy
) ] are but a sap to i
nant | but they have 1
ni tl individi
wit to be guided by the
former Denunciati is good so far
5 ¢ but it has no terrors for the
solf-sufliciency which has been fathered
By Protestant principles. Years ago

flev. Dr. Dix of the Protestant Kpis

eopal Church declared in a lecture

swhich touched on divorce: The.e can

no doubt as to the genesis of this

ation. I quote the language of

the Bishop of Maine: Laxity of opin-
fon and teachingion the sacredness of
f:ho marriege bond, and on the question
of divoreo originated amongst the Pro-

Gestants of continental Kurope in the

/
!

i
|
|

sixteenth century."” The social abom-
ination of years, bafouled homes and
dishonored children, the pandering to
human passion, the halting and com-
promising accents—all are but
ts which
And
they are neither going to reverse that
record or to atone for it. Within their
own borders they may minimize the
evil, but they are powerless to destroy
it. Without authority they ¢an place
no check on their rebellious offspring,

these
the s
elaim to preach the pure Gospel.

sorry testimonies to

and in the ears of a world immersed in
the flesh their words fall idly. As a
moral force they stand convicted in
this respect of incapaeity.

PERJURY.

OPEN DOOR TO

By a vote of 262 to 211 the General
Assembly wiped out that part of the
report of the special committee on mar-
riage and divorce
Presbyterian

THE

which advised
ministers to refuse to
marry any person whose marriage is
forbidden by the Church of which that
person is a member. The remainder of
the report enjoining all ministers under
the Assembly’'s aunthority to refuse
divorced persons except those divorced
on grounds recognized as Scriptural,
was adopted,

It is no exagreration to say that the
General Assembly has spent time to
little purpose. With the exception as
laid down, any libertine can throw off
the yoke of marriage. If there be one
path to other uuions it will not lack
wayfarers., That one exception is cer-

tainly the open door to perjury
and to legalized prostitution. Once
let a rift in the walls which safe-

guard the sanetity of the home, and the
waters of impurity will soon engulf it.
With adultery as the recognized reason
for divorce what is there to prevent
husband or wife from
charge to that effect?

ment to

concocting a
Whatan indace-
commit that crime ! Said
Chancellor Kent some years ago: ‘‘ T
have had believe in the
exerciso of judicial cognizance over
various divorce cases, that the sin of
adultery was sometimes committed on
the part of the hushand for the very
purpose of divorce."

oceasion to

THE

The sects endeavor to defend this
exception by contending that they
have warranty for it in the Scriptures.
To begin with, this is at variance with
the teaching of the Church before the
Reformation. This fact should make
the impetuous of our friends
pause a little, because they are not,
we presume, bumptious enough to give
the lie direet to the learning and
sanctity of so many ages. As [allible
men how are they going to be sure that
their interpretation is correct ? The
word of Christ is final. ** What, there-
fore, God hath joined together let no
man put asunder.” Again and again is
this law reiterated in the New Testa-
ment.  Sts. Mark, Luke and Paul, say
any exception. St.
Matthew the law is not so clearly ex-
pressed, but it is arbitrary to assume
that the putting away mentioned re-
fers to divorce and not to
separation from bed and board.

WORD OF GOD IS FINAL.

most

nothing of In

absolute

THE CHURCH THE GUARDIAN OF
MARRIAGE.

The Chureh, in conclusion, but guards

the law of She ecannot in-

validate a true marriage.

marriage.
She can loose
and bind and dispense with laws made

by herself, but this law has been en-

trusted to her by God to enforeceand to
No
What she did in the past by

keep unchanged. exception is

allowed.

| protecting it against the hrutal Justs of
I £ 8

those in power she does to-day against
\ generation which essays to cover its
brutality by a veneering of civilization.
I'o potentate as to the humblest menial
** What,

therefore, God hath joined together, let

her aniwer is the same :

no man put asunder,"’

CARDINAL SATOLLI'S VISIT.

It has been stated by the sensational
pross that the projected visit of Cardi-
nal Satolli to the United States has for
i's

object the settlement of difliculties

boetween Mgr. Faleonio, the Papal Dele-

gate, and the American Bishops, and
that it is the purpose of Cardinal Satolli
to

charactor and t

make a thorough enquiry into the
ndencies of Catholicism
the

dis-

as the Vatican fears

These

in Awmerica,

revival of Americanism.

seminators of fictitions news add that
nine Archbishops have informed the
Holy Father that it is impossible to

apply to America the rules laid down
by the Vope with regard to the intro-

duction of Gregorian chant and the ex-

elusive employment of male voices in
Church choirs.
The

in fact,

have no foundation
are

statements

and mere  gossip of

correspondents who in the absence of
sonsational news which will make their
papers interesting, do not seruple to
invent what suits their purpose.

The American Archhishops have

nt made any statement to the Holy

Father that they canrot carry out his
instructions in regard to the music
which shall be sung in the churches.
On the contrary, they all recognize
that the Pope's deeree is to be oboyed,
and all have taken the steps to carry it
out strictly as soon as it can be done,

It is to be observed that the decree
does not order the exclusive use of
Gregorian chant though the Gregor-
ian  chant is made the standard
to which as far as possible withia
reasonable bounds, the Church music

should econform in spirit, and it is only |

such music as tends to promoYe piety
that will be tolerated, operatic and
worldly-spirited music being excluded.
Already most of the Bishops have ap-
pointed for their dioceses, commissions
to put into force the decree of the Pope,
and not one has shown any disposition
to oppose it in any way.

In regard to the ‘‘ Americanism "
which is so alarmingly referred to by
the correspondents above spoken of, it
is certain that there i not and never
was any disposition among the Ameri-
can hierarchy and clergy, nor even
among the laity in general, to show a
rebellions spirit to the decrees of the
Church, or to modernize its doctrine in
the sense of the late Dr. St. George
Mivart. The dogmas of the Chuvrch
are immutable truths which no author-
ity on earth can change or explain
away, and this is thoroughly under-
stood by American Catholies.

We do not deny that men are pretty
much the same in America as elsewhere,
and there are everywhere individuals
who wish to render themselves con-
spicuous, or to pander to the unbeliev-
ing public by deerying the religious
orders of the Church, or sneering at
the administration of the Pope and the
decisions of the Sacred Congregations
to whom the details of the government
of the Church are ecommitted. But the
Holy Father Pope Pius X. is perfectly
aware that the American Catholies as
a body are thoroughly devoted to him
as the successor of St. Peter. Hence
even recently, the Holy Father ex-
pressed himself to the effect that the
Church is flourishing in those coun-
tries where there is no Concordat, in-
stancing the United States. He would
not have spoken thus if the Spirit of
the Catholics of the nation were re-
bellious, or if the Mivarts were numer-
ous on this continent,

It is positively stated that Cardinal
Satolli has no seeret mission in coming
It is merely in response
to invitations extended to him by his
numerous friends here that he makes
the present visit. While he was at
Washington as Papal Delegate, His
Eminence won golden opinions and
made many intimate friends who ad-
mired greatly his wisdom, tact and abil-
ities, and it is merely to confirm the
friendships thus contracted that the
present visit has been determined on.

to America.

SOCIALISM IN GERMANY.

German Socialism, which for years
past has been rapidly on the increase,
having elected to the Reichstag a
larger number of deputies at each gen-
eral election, appears from recent by-
clections to have lost much ground.
Dr. Braun, a Socialist, whose seat was
declared vacant on technical grounds,
was beaten by the National Liberal
candidate, Herr Bassermann, the Na.
tional Liberal leader in the last Reich-
stag, but who was defeated by a Social-
ist at Carlsruhe.
Frankfort-on-the Oder.
have thus lost three

The contest was at

The Socialists
seats within as
many months, and there is but littie
doubt that much of the success of
the Catholie

cheerfully

the

Government is due to

vote which has been more

| given to the Governmert on account of

| he has conciliated

the recent repeal of the last of the Bis-
Falk

was that by whieh Jesuits were ex-

marekian or penal laws, which

cluded from the Empire.
The William

great tact as well as breadth of mind

Emperor has shown
noth by his liberality towards Catholics
to

the penal laws repealed one by one
1 3

u:ing his personal influence have

and by the respect which he has con-
stantly shown to the Pope, wherehy
the
their confidence, and has cor-

Catholics and
gained
respondingly weakened the Socialists,
who in Germany are almost identica
with the Anarchical party. The cor
trast between Germany and France in
Chur

the p«

t

the treatment accorded to the

is remarkable, for in France,
sistent efforts of the Government to de-
stroy Christianity have resulted in the
demoralization of the nation, while
boee

made both in public morality and in

Germany a great advance has

the temporal prosperity of the people

22nd  will
Day at Assumption College, Sandwich
at 930 a. Al

friends are cordially invited.

June be Commencement

Kxereises  boegin m,

It is beautiful to feel our friends are
God's gifts to us, Thinking of it has
made me understand why we love and
are loved sometimes, when we can't ex-
plain what rouses the feeling.—Rose
Porter,

THE PROPOSED CHURCH UNION.

At a recent meeting in Montreal at
which many ministers and laymen of
the Methodist, Presbyterian, and Con-
gregational Churches were present re-
presenting the various congregations of
these denominations in and near Mon-
treal, the question of the union of the
three denominations was earnestly dis-
cussed, There were eighty-five dele.
gates present representing thirty dif-
ferent congregations. The sentiment in
favor of union was almost unanimous,
as only three dissented from the resolu-
tion which was passed.

“That it is expedient and desirable
that the Methodist, Presbyterian, and
Congregational denominations be united
into one organic body, and that the
authorities of these Churches be en-
couraged to proceed with the negotia-
tions so happily begun in the hope that

| a satisfactory basis of union may be

| unite deny that it is necessary.

found.”’

Similar meetings of these three de-
nominations have taken place in various
centres of population in Ontario, as in
Hamilton, Brockville, ete.,” with the
result that resolutions were passed to
the same effect.

It is to be noticed that there is
no sign of any movement on the part of
the Anglican body in the same direc~
tion. We presume that this is attrib-
utable to the fact that it has already
been ascertained that there is the ser-
ious obstacle of the *‘ historic episco-
pate '’ in the way. The Anglicans
insist that no union can be accom-
plished with them, unless it be =ad-
mitted that there can be no Christian
clergy who have not received ordina-
tion at the hands of Bishops who can
prove that they possess apostolic suc-
cession,

Of course, from the Catholic point of
view the Anglican Bishops have not
this Apostolic suceession, and it was so
decided once for all by Pope Leo XIII,
in his decree on Anglican Orders.
But, at all events, on very frail grounds,
they eclaim to have this succession,
while the sects which are proposing to
These
sects stand, indeed, upon a very sim-
ilar ground to that of the rebellious
Levite Core, and his adherents men-
tioned in the Book of Numbers (xvi).,
who maintained that they had the same
right to exercise the functions of the
priesthood, as had Aaron, whom God
had appointed High-priest of the He-

brews. He said :
‘“ Let it be encugh for you that
all the multitude consisteth of holy

ones, and the Lord is among them:
why lift you up yourselves above the
people of the Lord ?"

Beside denythg the necessity of
Apostolic succession, the denomina-
tions which are agitating for a union
assert that the Anglicans do not
possess it, even if it were necessary,
and are not disposed to acknowledge
that they have been hitherto exercis-
ing ecclesiastical functions without
having due authority. They hold that
if they were to submit to receive
episcopal ordination as the Anglicans
demand as a condition to union, they
would unchurch themselves, an alterna-
tive to which they are unwilling to
gubmit.

Not only the Anglican, but the Bap-
tists also keep aloof from the negotia-
tions. At a meeting of the Baptist
Ministerial Association held recently
in Toronto, the Rev. Dr. Stewart of
the Bible Training School ¢ showed
from the New Testament that the unity
of believers in Christ should be one of
life, love and truth, and therefore spir-
itual should form the basis of
organic Church union. He favored the
fullest co-operation of Christians in
matters of common interest, but he de
clared that a serious hindrance to an
effectual unity of the faithful would be
met with in the tendeney to errors in
doctrine.”

In the report of the proceedings of
this Association it is said:

union

“*The general opinion of the members
was that the present union movement
cannot be said to be the outcome of the
spirit of truth, life, and love, and may
therefore not prove effective. The
Baptists themselves are not ready to
participate in the movement, as they
cannot give up their distincetive prin-
ciples of regenerate membership, and
adult immersion.”’

This Rev. Mr. Stewart appears to
have struck the nail fairly on the head;
and the Baptist Association have fol-
lowed up the blow to its legitimate
consequences. We cannot have any
objection to any union which the de-
nominations may desire to consummate
among themselves, and we do believe
that the proposed union will be con-
summated in the near future, be-
tween the three denominations
which are moving in the matter,
though believe that a
minority of each of the three sects
will hold aloof, and that thus one large
and three small —perhaps very small
sects, will result ; but we have always
held that the haggling and huckstering
away of Christian doctrines or of
doctrines which are believed to be a
part of Christian revelation, must re-
sult in the weakening of Christian
faith, The impression already exists

we also

very widely among Protestants that

\
useful rivalry within the Churel

doctriral teaching or dogma is of but | God. of
little importance in Christianity. This But Rev. Mr. Hossack is right iy §,
impression has been for long spreading | ferring that if the movement Ay ‘,
among them more and more widely in | union is to be lauded, “denomination..
the face of the Scriptural teaching that | ism ' is to be condemned as o, “
‘ without faith it is impossible to please ‘ to the spirit of Christianit i
God, and * he that believeth not (in ‘ T ——

Christ's dogmatic teaching) shall be E SIl. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAT,
condemned.”” It is this convietion or Arrangements for the pienic iy 414
impression which has produced the pres- |of St. Joseph's Hospital, Londo,
ent movement toward union, at the sacri- | are  now  about completed, i,
fice of the distinctive doctrines of the | different committees of ladies have |
sects engaged in the movement. They ; working very enthusiastically fo: er
imagine that it is a perfectly legitimate | 3 weok, and now that their eff rts
thing to bargain away these doctrines | to be systema tically reinforeed by ¢

in order to unite disagreeing | of the gentlemea — as was Rinl .
Churches into one more powerful | their meeting on  last Sunday i
body. We admit that it appears a | ynder the presidency of Rav, ¥y
plausible theory that by union they | Stanley, the prospects are ths .
will become perbaps more powerful as a ]‘ picnic at Qaeen's Park on the s f

factor in politics, and in propagating
whatever creed or Confession of Faith
they may agree upo.
Christian doe‘rines must have grown

weak before the thought could be en- |

tertained that they can be bargained
away, as must be the case before an
‘“organic union
about.
sovereignty and truthfulness of God

Bat faith in |

' can be brought !
No man having a belief in the |

could possibly agree to set aside a doc- |

trine which he believes to have been
taught by God. It follows that if a
union be accomplished on such a basis,

the belief in God's sovereiguty must |

disappear, and the result will be Athe-
ism or Deism, or the exploded doctrine
of Epicurus that God does not concern
Himself with human affairs.

It will be seen from these remarks
that the Baptists regard the matter
very much in the same light as our-
selves, viz., as un injury to God, be-
cause it makes the teaching of God as
of no account when weighed against the
vagaries, desires, and fancies of men.

But the Baptists are not alone even
among Protestants, in taking this view
of the matter. The Rev. Dr. Carman
whom we mwust naturally regard as the
leading divine among Canadian Method-
ists, as he is the General Superin-
tendent (formerly Bishop) of that
Church, speaking at the London Con-
ference on May 3l1st, at which thore
were one hundred and three ministers
in attendance warned the Conference
that they ‘‘ must not lose sight of the
purity of the Gospel.”” As we under-
stand this warning, he meant that they
should not bargain away the truths of
the Gospel in their negotiations with
other Churches.

With special reference to the ques-
tion of union, he addead:

¢ Union is in the air, and we had
better get it down to the ground and see
if it can walk. The General Conference
is ahead of the other Churches, and will
have to await until the proposed union

bodies shall meet and appoint similar |

committees. He did not believe in a

hop, skip, and jump union, a push and |

drive union istless union, a money or | . ; y
rive union, alist $nton, amoney o1 sights they enjoyed when the Confeder-

convenience union, a political or social
union. It must he brought about for
the purposes of the Kingdom of God,"
ete.

As the motive of money saving in the |

operations of the three union-proposing
bodies is one of the principal consider-
ations which have been dwelt upon in
the urging of the union, we must con-
sider the Venerable General Superin-
tendent’s warning as a weighty factor

July will be from every point of
a record-breaker.
That abundant success may
| the efforts of Rev. Father Stanl
his zealous co-laborers in this v
undertaking is our earnest wish, A4
in this wish we feel sure that w.
heartily jrimed by the vast majo
the citizens of London, irrespective of
class or creed.
——
THE GRAND LODGE OF BRITISH
AMERICA.

The Orange Grand Lodge of B
North America beld its annual meet
at Pietn, Oat., last week, and
Grand Master, who is now Dr, 'l
S. Sproule, M. I’. for the East Riding
of Grey County, indulged in the rodo-

| montado usual on such'oce wsions, «

|
|
} discovery that
i

toward throwing a stream of cold water |

on the enthusiasm of the ministers who
are urging union at any cost ; and we
cannot doubt that his advice will have
great weight in deciding the result.
The Rev. D. C. Hossack, of the Pres-
byterian Church, had a letter in the
Toronto Mail and Empire of a recent
date, in which he also set forth an ob-
stacle to union which he considers of
great weight, though we confess we do
not regard it so seriously a:we do other
obstacles to which we have referred. He

in Catholies throughout the world a
represented as engaged in"a wides)read
conspiracy against mankind,

Coming down to particulars, the
Grandmaster tells us some details of
this dreadful conspiracy in the Hllow-
ing fashion :

“In France, in England, in
many, and even in Canada, the agita-
tion continues, and the effort i- b y
constantly made by Rome to get con-
trol of the education of the youth and
keep it within the pale of the Church,
instead of under the state. The guid-
ing spirits of the Roman Cathe
Chureh in Canada appear to be insist-
ing on Federal interference to faston
Separate Schools upon the Northwest
Bat he thought the question of con-

stitutional recognition of the rights of
the Separate schools in the future

Provinces of the North-West should be
left tobe settled after the West obtains
antonomy, being a purely Provincial
issue,"”

And when did Mr. Sproule make the
the Canadian
question is a purely Provincial issue?

He is indeed a learned constitutional-
ist if he is not aware that the Coustitu-
tion of the Dominion expressly makes
the protection of minorities a Fedoral
issue. Thereby the Protestant minor-
ity of Quebec and the Catholic minority
of Ontario are alike protected in the

school

ation Act was passed by the Imperial
Government, and that the case of Maui-
toba at least was declared by the Privy
Couancil to be an infringement of the
rights of the Catholic minority, thus
constituting a case in which the Federal
Government had the anthority to legis-
late for the removal of the grievance.
We are not aware that anything has
been done for the other Northwest
Territories with an immediate view to

| make provinces of them ; but there is

no good reason why there should not be
the same guarantees given to any min-
ority in them which are duly observed
and are working well in Ontario and
Qaebee. We wonld also remind Dr.
Sproule that the constitutional guar-
antee which is in force in Manitoba
was not especially passed for the Catl

olic minority ; for it was made a lav

believes there should be in Christianity |

the rivalry of sectarianism.

“ Will it be economy to remove this
wholesome rivalry, so beneficial, which
has produced mutual respect, and the
fine fraternal spirit of today? These
two Churches, different in disposition,
have prospered like two families of dif-
ferent tastes on the same street.
House them together, and the economic
argument myy not bs apparent . .

‘“When men are ready to abandon
their denominatio with joyful alacrity,
one wonders what the denominations
stood for in the past. If during the
past quarterfofa century, the denomin-
ations had no distinet character, what

justification had the numerous theo-
logical colleges for existence? Was

their teaching the same?
not asking for and receiving support on
the ground that they were all teaching
something distinet and vital, and that
theirindividual existence was necessary
for the cause of Christ? Now it would
appear that any difference in teaching
was of no vital importance. Theordin-
ary contributor wonders if he was re
lieved of his money under false pre-
tences."’

St. Paul declared that Hymen:cus
and Philetus ‘‘who erred from the
truth’’ and ‘‘subverted the faith of
some'’ brought the faithful ‘‘ towards
impiety,’ and ‘‘their speech  spread
like a canker.” These were the sect-
makers of the Apostolic age, and we
cannot understand how i Christian
minister can talk of such schism as a

Were they |

le says : |

when Manitoba was nearly eqnally dis

ided between Catholicsand Protestants,
Catholies being indeed slightly ahead,
s0 that it was intended rather for the

[ protection of Protestants than of Cath

olics ; and it was not until the course
of events made it a Protestant province
that the compact was broken by the
Protestant majority, through the influ-
ence of the Orange Lodges. The
Lodges are always on the alert to do
injury to Catholies, and good faith i
not to be expected from them. It is,
therefore, well for the future of the
Dominion that they are now shorn of
the political predominance which they
possessed in the first half of the past
cantury.

The statement that ‘“ Rome is en-
deavoring to get control of the educa-
tion of the youth of England and Ger=
many "’

in Gormany thers is a system of edu~
cation whereby religion is taught in
the schools whether Catholic Pro=
testant, and there is no more strenuous
advocate of this religious education
than the German Emperor, who with
his clear foresight sees very well that
if religion be not taught in the schools,
the next generation will be a generas
tion of infidels, The Emperor is tte
head of the Lutheran Church, and that
Church even in America, holds tte
s:.me views, and as anxiously maintair8

ts Lutheran schools as the Catholics
do their Catholic parochial schools

is a brazen faisehood.
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