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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published every Wednesday
(52 issues per year).

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or ies, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes the most
profitable, practical, reliable lnfonnatjon for farmers, dairymen,
gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Western Canada.

s. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, United States
England, Ireland and Scotland, $1.50 per year, in advance ; $2.00
when not paid in advance. All other countrier, yag,

3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 1§ ceats per line,
agate. Contract rates furnisheg on applicatio n.

4. THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is
received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages must
be made as required by law.

s. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

5. REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
oney Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
hen made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your

subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

9- LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one

side of .the paper only.

to. CHANGE OF ﬁDDRESS.—Subscn'bers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P. O. address.
A couple of weeks necessarily el:?se before the change can be
made, and before the first copy of The Farmer's Advocate will
reach any new subscriber. All subscriptions commence with th-
date of the first copy received.

1. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topio.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such as
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, §uggestions How to Improve the
ApvocaTe, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not

enerally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved

ethods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions
sent us must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on
receipt of postage.

s8. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected

with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMITED),
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

The National Live-stock Association’s
Work.

The above Association has, in the minds of

many, becomo confused with the National Record
Association, an entirely separate body, with dif-
ferent and distinct aims from those of the form-
er. 'The N. I..-S. A. is more or less a Govern-
ment institution—the other is not—with a con-
stitution and by-laws containing plans for Dbig
work, but depending upon Government patronage.
Up to date it has been a uselul shecp-dog in fold-
ing reluctant record societies into the great na-
tional pen at Ottawa. What this great associa-
tion is to do will depend largely on the wishes
of the promolers, and it is to be hoped that it
will embrace more than a safe haven for decayed
politicians. The second annual meeting was held
recently, at a distinctly bad time for farmers and
live-stock breeders from the West, and the asso-
ciation, when convened at Ottawa, did practical-
ly nothing beyond electing officers, for which ma-
terial seems to have been limited, judging by the
way Government officials were eclected.  Personal-
ly, one has no objections to these mnien getting
such advertising, but the far-too-prevalent ten-
dency ol clecting such men does harm  to  the

organizaltion As a rule, they can be depended
upon to do as they are wanted, bhut not being
engaged in the active operations of the live-
stock trade, cannot he expected to have so many

pertinent idcas on the subject as men cngaged in

the live-stock trade fo living would have.

At present the N. I..-2. Association resembles
more ncarly a collese tor iruction in practical
politics than anything robably after
gets the novitiates properl vached, some T
ness, such as the buildi . & -tacat
trade for Canada, will he o . \ an

institution supported by Gover: i
people will soon look for results
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Western men can be expeclted to halk at mect-
ings called in such busy times as seceding, espe-
cially when after a chase across haif a continent
nothing is done.

The National Live-stock Association can well
afford to give its attention to big problems,
amongst other things, deliberating over the work
of the experimental farms with live stock, and
aiding that work by words of suggestion or en-
couragement. The Association might well press
Lpon the Minister the needs of the West in the
way of additional experimental farins, and urge
the inception of work by some member of his
staff looking to the creating of varieties of clover
and corn suited to the West, for on corn and
clover depend the building up of a strong beef
industry.

The live-stock Commissioner did a lot of val-
uable and not always pleasant pioneer work in
the nationalizing of the rccords, in which work
he had the benefit of the help and advice of Secre-
tary G. H. Greig. It is to be hoped that now
the first-named gentleman will be able to wet a
dead-meat (beef) trade estahlished in (Canada, on
a par with the bacon and cheese trades, and also
that he may be able to placate the B. (. stock-
men, who have no particular rcason to he thank-
ful for the help withheld from them for the last
few years.

The Need of Good Sires.

The urgent necessity for the use of more good
sires in the breeding of beef cattle in this country
is clearly evident to all who visit our stock-yards
and markets. Prime cattle, such as are suitable
for the export trade, are steadily becoming
scarcer, while good cattle for grazing or stall
feeding are hard to secure, even at prices that
used to be considered satisfactory for finished
beeves. There is no great profit even in feeding
first-class cattle for beef, beyond that made by
selling the grain and fodder at a good price
through the cattle, and the fertility added to the
farm by feeding the stock. But feeding inferior
cattle is usually a losing game, and the only way
to make it reasonably profitable is to improve the
quality of the stock by the use of good pure-
bred bulls. A glance at the market reports
shows that there is generally a difference of at
least one dollar a hundred weight between the
price of good and medium cattle, and nearly an-
other dollar between the value of medium and
common, which means a difference of from ten to
twenty dollars each in the selling price. A pure-
bred yearling bull may be bought just now for about
what he will bring for, beef at maturity, or at
the end of a term of service in the herd, and he
will, in the meantime, probably add from five to
ten dollars a head to the value of ov ry calf he
sires, if sold for beef at two years old, as com-
pared with common stock at the same age and
with the same feeding. The farmer who does not
see his way to keeping a bull for use in his own
herd, can, in most cases, secure the services of a
pure-bred sire for a fee of from one to two dol-
lars, and the calf will be worth from five to ten
dollars more than one from a scrub bull, at any
time after it is a year old. And we would udvis‘e
a farmer with only a herd of grade cows not to
be content to use a third-class pure-bred bull. A
first-class one, if purchased at a reasonable price,
will rrobably make up the difference between his
cost and that of an inferior one in the quality of
his progeny, in the superior feeding properties of
his get. The prices at which first-class bulls are
now being held by brecders are not excessive, con-
sidering the investment in the sires and dams
from which (hoy are bred, and the expense in-
cident to maintaining a high-clasg herd, while
medium-class bulls are plentiful, and may be pur-
chased at a very moderate price.

The need of the use of good sires in the country
applies not only to beef cattle, but
classes of stock. The jroducine capacity of our
dairy cows might be ncarly douli

to all other
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righitly sell for inferior prices, though they cost
just as much to raise and keep as the better class
that bring big moncy. A large percentage of
the pigs, sheep and poultry in the country are
inferior in type and good feeding quality, owing
to the penny-wise ahd pound-foolish policy of
farmers in using mongrel siresy or looking for
cheap ones, instead of going in for the best, .the
first cost of which is higher, but which is mare
than made up in the increased value of their off-
spring when flaced upon the market, while the
expense of raising them is no more than in the
case of common stuff, There are hundreds, we
might say thousands, of good young sires of all
these classes in the hands of breeders in this
country. and many mature ones that have proved
their usefulness, held for sale at very reasonable
prices, or theirn services available at a moderate
fee, and there is no sensible excuse for continuing
to produce inferior stock, which is raised at a
loss and which is injuring the reputation of our
country in the markets of the world, and dis-
counting the profits of the farmers and the wealth
of the Dominion.

If we are to hold our own in the British
market, we need to profit by the example of the
farmers and breeders in the Argentine who are
buying the best bulls in England and Scotland
to improve their cattle, and will leave us in the
lurch when their improved stoek meets ours in
the market to which we are both catering, as are
also our neighbors of the United States. Let us
get a move on, and go to work in earnest to im-
prove our products and keep them up to a high-
class standard.

Export Tax on the Farmer’s Raw
Material.

According to the Statistical Yearbook of
Canada, the value of ashes exported from the
Dominion in 1903 amounted to $117,326. As
most of these are used by American farmers, who
pay transportation and middlemen’s charges, and
consider they are still getting good value for the
money, it requires no expert to ealculate that
their potential value to the Canadian farmer must
be at least double this estimate. Meanwhile, our
lands are being gradually depleted of available
potash that must be sooner or later replaced at
three times the price for which we are now selling
it in the form of ashes. How long shall wwe
thus continue to enrich our neighbors with our
own resources ? Fertility is a raw material just
as is timber or mincrals—a raw material which,
although extensive, is by no means inexhaustible,
and which it therefore behooves us to conserve.
It is universally agreed that of all forms of fiscal
protection, export tax on raw material is by far
the best. Why not place such a duty on ashes,
so that if we cannot wholly stop the export of
them, we may at least realize a revenue, instead
of magnanimously permitting the American farm-
er to enjoy the benefit of cheap potash at our
expense ?

A similar argument applies to the by-prod-
ucts of the packing-house, for instance, bones,
of which, according to the above-quoted authority,
we exported in the same year (1903), 49,211
Cwt., appraised by the customs at $32,228, which
figures, if they mecan anything, indicate that a
lot of phosphorus has been sold at a price away
below its agricultural value.

Again, the agitation for an export duty on
wheat could be quite justifiably met by a demand
for similar customs toll on by-products of the
mill. It will be no difficult task to persuade the
stockmen and dairymen of Canada that the 851,-
641 cwt. of bran that left our ports would have
been better fed at home than sold to competing
stock-feeders in the United States and Great
Britain. For years the Canadian manufacturer
has been clamoring for cheap raw material and
conservation by fiscal legislation of the supplies
we have! Is it not time the farmer had a schedule
framed in his favor, and what better move is

there than an export tax on fertility and feeding
stuffs ? b ‘

Do You Want to Sell Your Home ?
THE ““ WANT AND I'OR SALE " COLIIMN
OF T FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME

MAGAZINE " 1S THE PLACE FOR YOUR AD-
VERTISEMENT,  SIE RATES UNDER THAT
MIEADING [N THIS  PAPER ADDRESS :
FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGA-

ZINE, W INNTPEG, MAN.




