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“Read not to contradict and to conrute, mor to
beliove and take for granted but to weigh and con.
Sider.” — Racon.

Price Control

RICE control has become the established

order. The Dominion Government, through

its Board of Grain Supervisors, has decreed
that the remainder of the 1916 wheat crop shall
be marketed on a basis of $2.40 for No. 1 Nor-
thern in store at Fort Willlam. A similar dis-
posal of prices on the present harvest is con
templated. Meatless and baconless days have
been introduced as a means of conserving the
supply and, incidentally, lowering the price on
these products of the farm. In the United States
the food controller is clothed with even more
arbitrary powers than our own dletators, and
that country, we may safely assume, will not
be far behind Canada in regulating the farmers’
markets.

But why should price regulation be limited to
the products of the farm? Other commodities
also are wearing In price. If food Ttontrol 1Is
Justifiable so also would it be right to regulate
the selling price of leather goods, machinery,
clothing and wages. Almost any line of many-
factured products are being produced at greater
profit than either wheat or meat. If they are
not, then why is capital and labor flowing into
these industries to the detriment of agriculture?
What seems difficult for our legislators to
understand is that, from a business standpoint,
the farming industry has never been profitable,
and that, even with present high prices, the
farmer's return on his investment is not great
enough to be attractive to moneyed men. Why
then such & strenuous endeavor to keep down the
market price of commodfties that are produced
Wwith & minimum of profit?

FARM AND DAIRY
The Farmers' Service

ARMERS feel, and rightly, that the service
F that they have rendered the state in the

Inst three years, entitles thew: to the utmost
consideration from the Government and all other
classes when legislative contrcl of prices s sug-
gested. No other class in Cabada have made
sacrifices in bebalf of production that are com-
parable with the sacrifices made by the farmers
of the land. While the people of the towns have
worked the usual number of hours and enjoyed
their usual amount of lelsure the men and women
of the country have been working more strenuous-
ly than ever before. With help at a vanishing
point through enlistment and migration to muni-
tion rlants the women have added their services
and have kept agricultural prodaction up to nor-
mal. Many hundreds of farm women have this
vear, for the first time, built loads and mowed
back hay and they are now handling sheaves;
M.u“bmhmmmmm
oner. Had country peo’ e insisted on the stated
hours and time for recreation that are the rule
lnnnrdu-hh.mhnbeunuulu
and national bankruptey a certainty.

Alter the sacrifices that he has made, is the
farmer not justified In hoping that the markets
will be strong enough to recompense him, in part
At least, for his extra labor? And until the
farmer receives a just return for his expense,
time and investment no other class Ir the com
munity have a right to complain of the prige of
farm products. We venture to state that, averag;
ing the returns of our farms for the last three
years, recompensing the farmer and *his family
for the number of hours worked at the same rate
that city help has scoffed at, paying all expenses
and allowing a fair business rate tor depreciation,
the farmers who have netted five per cent. on
their investment are the exception rather ths
the rule. Surely this Is not extr ionate? (
tainly it is not enough to Justify arbitrary act
with the object of keeping down prices. We
know that it is argued that Government action Is
intended merely to eliminate speculation and
ensure fair prices all round, but interference with
the law of supply and demand is always a danger-
Ous expedient. If prices are sot too low produe-
tion will be (\wcouraged. If set too high con-
sumers have a Just grievance. Where is the body
of men that can adjust the balance with the nice-
ty of the unfettered law of supply and demand.
And could not injurious in f
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of haylng and the cultivation of hoed cropa.
With rains immediatsly after harvest, however,
and with the heip of tractors, which have become
numerous duing the summer, thousands of acres
of land could still be gotten ready for fall grains,
And, as the Commission of Conservation suggests,
many acres of meadow might be Included in the
fall plowing and fall seeding.

2 The Beautiful Farmstead

GLINESS is not a virtue. Usefulness and
U beauty mmy zo hand in hand. Usefulness

does not Interfere with beauty, nor does
beauty iuterfere with usefulness. The farmstead,
including both dwelling and farm dulldings, will
be planned first for efficioncy, it the farmer be
as sound & business mas 44 he should be, but, the
home, to develop the best family life, must be
beautiful; uneightly buldings, no matter how
useful and gomfortable, will always be a thorn in
the flesh to the more sensitive members of the
famdly.

Our forefathers, the men who cleared away the
muummmromuoudnmm
the new world, were not overly concerned as
to the uppearance of their farmsteads. The con-
ditions under which they lived were too bard,
their duties were too omerous. But we, of this
generation, have passed the Dioneering stage.
Wnlh«ﬂdhhoun‘lorvlm!omﬂdbd
progress. The slogan: “More, and yet more beau-
tiful farm homes,” already adopted in some of the
older states of the American union, is one for
Which we, in the older sections of both Bastern
An- Western Canade, are now ready. The appli-
¢ i of the slogan demands more paint, more

Aling, and perhaps, in sowe cases, extensive

modelling. A large order, Purhaps, but then

© beautification of a rural home = Imnortant

iough to be the work of several years, each
jmprovement being made as finances allow, but
all improvements according to a carafully pre.
arranged plan,

One Crop Farming
RAIN farming Is a Decessary ovil in a new
country, The Western farmer has grown
grain and burned his straw stacks In an
effort to make & start with little capital in & new
country. On such a system of fanming, however,

be held in check just as eficlently by lmiting
the produce o to cash transactions and,
perhaps, forbidding trading in futures as by price
fixing?

More Wheat for 1918

HAT about the wheat crop of 19187 The
Ontario hay crop of 1017 is almost a rec-

ord breaker. Barns are full and stacks
abound. Many farmers are preparing to stack
every sheaf of their grain, because their barns
are already bulging with hay, With coarse grains
and straw both plentiful this year, much hay
will have to be carried over for another season.
Because of this surplus of roughage the com-
mission of Conservation suggests that many of
the old meadows, which would otherwise be held
over for hay in 1318, could and should in view
of the world's need of foodstuffs, be utilized for
producing grain, such as fall rye and wheat. It
the land is plowed now a good seed bed could
be prepared. If it is desired to get the flelds
back into hay, timothy seed at the rate of ten
pounds per acre could be sown along with the
grain this fall and the clover sown in the spring,
A dificulty in the way of Increasing the win-
tor wheat area is that during the usual plowing
Season the ground has been too dry. What little
plowing has been done has been at the expense

no ¥y agriculture can be
founded. At first, Nature may be good to the set.
tler, but the end of her bounty is now In sight.
Mr. 8. G. Ponter, of Calgary, put the gquestion
tersely to an audience of Western farmers when
he spoke as follows:

Every farm is a factory, and the fertility
of the soll is the capital stock. How to make
the factory most productive is the proposi-
tion. You ecertainly canmot draw on your
capMal stock to pay dividends. In other
words, it will not do to fool yourselt into
using up your soll fertility and ealling it
profit. The capital stock, or fertility, of
Western Canada’s soils is nearly alwoys rich,
but it will not continue so under the usual
onecrop method of farming."

‘That Western farmers are coming to realize
thelr nosition is shown by the steadily in-.reasing
live stuck population on Western farms, a popu
Iation that has increased several hundred fold in
the last couple of decades. Not the least satis-
factory aspect of Western development is the
steady growth of the dalry industry. A small
dairy herd on the grain farm meaus steady
employment, & steady income, abolition of
store credit and a more satistactory financial situ.
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