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TOPICS OF AN OLD-
TIMER

“The Golden Story of California” Con- |

tinued —The Central Pacific Railroad

tares on which they prided
selves. He took them im hand one
by one and showed them 1p to the
Queen’s taste. Huntingion he flayed
alive and left exposed to the jeers
and contempt of the public Some
of the papers, e pecially the “Chroni-
cle’” and ‘“‘Bulletin published his
{speeches in full and the public de-
voured them as sweet morsels. Never

them-

Company and Its Odious Methods—
S'anford, Huntington, ard Crocker
—tow They Were Undone by a

Minion of their Own Named Cohen |

—General John C. Fremont and the
“Mariposa Grant"-—Henry George
and James McClatchy —Progress

The railroad group of California’s
big men are C. P. Huntington, Le-
land Stanford, Chas. Crocker and per-
haps Jas. B. Haggin. When the writ-
er was in California there were no
better hated body ol men on earth
They had all been merchants in Sac-
ramento, and not in a very large wa
either. They were successful «'hnug?h
to form a company to build the Un-
ion Pacific Railroad and took advant-
age of their position to ride over and
rob their fellow men regardless of
every scruple of conscience. The Un
ited States government gave them
land enough, spread out on each side
of their road, to build it, ali along its
route. But little, if any, of this land

had been surveyed by the government, |

but thousands of squatters had set-
tled upon it and made improvements
in the confidence that when it was
surveyed they, of course, would have
the preference in entering it for pur
chase. But down came those 1ai
road cormorants in full swoop and
spread their grants over it remorse-

lessly, thus ruining thousands of poor |

families, who were dispossessed by the
company without any redress from
them or the United States Govern-
ment in which they put their trust
Thus were the labor and improve
ments of many years swept away and
used to fill the maws of a huge and
unscrupulous corporation. This was
not all. They imported Chinese labo:
to do the railroad building, when
plenty of white labor was available
Many laboring men who had the ex
pectation of work on the railroad
were disappointed and stranded and
thousands were put in a condition

bordering on starvation in a land of
pl(‘L‘U When they got their ad cor
structed thev were allowed to charge
what they pleased for garrying freight
and p engers, and that was the ut
nost farthing freight would bear :
hat passengers could be compelled
pav. It was monstrous. But the
iid not stop at tl in thei quit
Qus career Ssome of the close co
ation had stores of their ealun
in hardware and othe: rticles of
ommerce in Sacrament A Sat
Francisco, and discrimina |
ha i} their rival

else that iticised thein
duct, and Lo ruined several ¢
chants w ) were unfortr te en
to come under their dispicasure, k£
erv other railroad enterprise in Cali
fornia thev crushed or stols I'hey
hired all the able lawvers and left
the public without defense. One hon
orable newspaper in Sacramento, The
Union, that exposed their villainy,
they crushed by threatening to take
away the railroad shops from the
place if the merchants continued to
advertise in it. They set up a claimy
on some pretext or auwother to n.any
of the harbors on the coast They
had their dishonest and disdainful
tools working for them everywhere
and for a time the legisiature was on-
lyv the register of their will [ hav
mysel{ seer that benevelent man, Le
land Stanford, take his seat at the
entrance to the legislative chamber
and intercept the members as they
passed and direct those who were
his tools. California was almost in
despair from thi wrrogant railroad
corpotation and the hordes of Chinese
they imported to do their work and
the work of those who saw wealth
in cheap, Mo golian labor Yet, the

I'nited States government looked on

without doing anvthing to mitigate
the evil. More people were leaving
the state than were coming into it
and thousands of people were anxious
to get away but tid not have the
means | have seen mobs of men in
the streets of San Francisco in front

of labor offices every day in the hope
of getting something to do, and sat-

isfied with a mess of oatmeal to ap-
pease their hunger.
L . -
This condition of things could not

go on forever, and at last relief came
from unexpected quarters. The rail-
road company had an agent at San
Francisco narsed Cohen. He was a
lawyer by profession and was said to
be an English Jew. He was as sel-
fish and as smart as any of them. He
was comunissioned by Huntington to
purchase proverty in San Francisco
upon which to huild railroad offices.
Huntington charged him with dishon-
esty by making a profit out of the
transaction for himself, and dismiss-
ed him. Cohen lived over in the town
of Alameda and had the management
of the ferry boats owned bv the com-
pany that cfossed from San Franciseo

to Alameda, Oakland, Berkley and
other points. Of course he held an
annual pass. [ remember well the

day the gatekeeper was instructed to
take that pass up, for he told me of
it and what Cohen said to him about
it. “I will make the taking up of
my pass cost the company dear!

And he did, for he knew all their
weak points

- .

Cohen was sued by the company
in one of the courts for what it was
supposed he had made oa the real es-
tate trapsaction. He pleaded his own
case and never before did anv body of
incorporated thieves receive such a
laceration. He showed up their
schemes, their vulgarity. their ignor-
‘ance of art, on the purchase of pie-

" B
’

were men so theroughly humiliated,
{and this by one of their own minions
{1t was No. | on the pass account

: - - .

Mr. Cohen soon exposed another
card he had up his sleeve. Of
course the railroad company were

great money borrowers, principally in
Europe. He prepared a pamphlet on
the railroad’s money transactions and
their devices to keep their credit up
and good. Their robberies, their dis-
honest methods and their deceptions
were fully forth. This pamphlet
was mailed to all the European mon-

Set

ey lenders, banks, ete., and made the
’cumpany squirm.
. . -
The worst was yet to come. The
legislatv:z was about to meet and

iwhen it did meet one of the first bills

of which notice was given was a bill
to “‘regulate the rates of freights and

fares in California.”” A member from
Santa Clara county fathered it, but
(all its details were drawn up by

{Cohen. I °‘was in Sacramento and in
| the State capital when this bill was
|referred to a committee. Stanfo:d
was the member of the unhallowed
combine who attended the legislature
{to defeat the bill and have it thrown
iuut. His lobby and himself had lost
]lh!'il influence over the members and
{the latter were very exacting The
Ibill was defeated. but it was said it
|cost the company in the neighborhood
"nf a million of dollars to do it. This
was Artagnon’s ‘“No. 3,"” but the com
pany soon cried ‘“‘peccavi.” A friend
of mine had a grievance against them
|and he went to Mr. Cohen with it
| He said “‘I am no longer fighting the
{company; they have made their peace
{with me!"”’ Thus was the ticket rais-
ing avenged by Cohen and the
were pleased

publ
public

. . .

The company was owing the United
| States a large amount of money for
assistance advanced ‘o build the road
| Whether they ever paid up this in
| debtedness or nor 1 do not ow
| there wer

but

several attempts made in
|Congress to compel them to do so
T'his same company it was that built
the Southern Pacitic Railroad I'he
built it out of the profits and steal
Ing of the Central Pacific It used
( 1 " T V“I '!‘l »
) ui | \
Oal | f the Over
! K ' |
{ a e | ]
N 1
ing | | . I
{ N1 P 1 1
ticle ) |
Id u 1 0 it ld \ de
d Stanford bui L Unive \
nd is long 1¢ dead but H |
on 1S still 1 the rin ! cop
quering new railroad worlds, whatey
ler comfort it brings him; but T am
sure his Central Pacific experience

can bring no comfort to his soul. Let
magazine readers beware of the Kkind
of men that are presented to view
{for the admiration of themselves and
{their children. They are presented
here as admirable California products

{but California is nor proud of them
The writer of the article and the pub
{lisher, 1 suppose, have received thei
reward
L » .

There is a picture of a man pre
| sented in this ‘“‘Geolden Story that
at one time I had a great regard for

and looked upon him as a hero Fve
erybody knows the name of General
| John C. Fremont, ‘‘the Pathfinde:

{ who performed heroic parts by his
various expeditions to California be-
fore the American conquest of that
country. 1 think he made four or five

of those expeditions and in some of
them experienced very great hard
hips. His starting point was Saint

| Louis, in the State of Missouri, at
{that .time the most southwesterly
state of the American Union I'he

| men that .composed his company were
Imostly French-Canadians, as they
were most willing and experienced
vovagers of that time; and he was of
|French descent himself. He was in
|volved in the conquest of California
|by the Americans but was brought
{back a prisoner for an undue assump-
{tion of authority. But he became a
{favorite of the American people and
was the first candidate for President
of the United States of the Republi
can party after its organization. In
{the war of the rebellion he command-

led a division of the army in the
tsouthwest. He was reprimanded ox
suspended for his action in freein:

siaves before there was any warrant
for his doing so by the president.
There was a bit of romance too, in
his career on account of his clandes-
tine marriage with Jessie Benton, the
daughter of United States Senator
Benton of Missouri. For all this 1
have no fault to find with him. The
American Government, as a reward

for his services, made him a present
of a large traet of land in California,
|known as the ‘“Mariposa Grant,’

| which afterwards was involved in a
| large amount of litigation and showed
{his greediness, as like the Central
| Pacific Railroad cormorants, he
spread it over other people's proper-
ties and improvements and showed
himself a veritable lanll thief. T used
to know an old lady that resided at
the Mission of San Jose, in Alameda
County, whose father was director of
|the Philadelphia mint at the time of
_Fremont's marriage with Jessie Bea-
'1on, and at whose father's house the
| marriage ceremony was performed in
| Washington, and who used to regale
'me occasionally with incidents of that
'celebrated wedding. Mrs. Fremont
lived longer than her renowned hus-
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DECAY OF FAITH

Decrease of Religion Makes a Differ-
ence in Business Confidence,
says Wall Street Journal. |
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AGAINST AGLIPAY

Philippine Supreme Court Decsion
Ends Controversy Over Posses-
sion of Parish Church in the
Islands.
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This Beautiful Group of the Nativity

[s most artistically painted and is all hand carved out of one solid |

person desirous of presenting it to the Church for Christmas can have it at
The Statue may be seen in the hall of St. Michaei’'s Palace, Church St,

lock of wood, and life size.

.\i‘_’\
a low figure for cash.
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dressed to C. F. MOWBRAY, care of THE CATHOLIC REGISTER, 117
e A g g i Would Consecrale Human Race to
Pddny ] Fred O awe 0O Welt e .
Slbing & s - Dulthas " fhe part the Blessed Virgin

ol some corporation perpetrated cu a —_—

ebody of settlers known as “‘the Mus The well-known Arch-confraternity
sel  &lough  Nettlers.’ Both were of the Holy and Immaculate Heart of
boilirz with indignation over the ¢it- Mary. for the conveision of sinners
cumstance. Thev were exactlv in ac- an association established in conne
cord on -the land question and bad tion with the Church of Notre Dame
made records. Tt is full time. ' said des Victoires, Paris, is promoting the
McClatchy. “*that some one wrote a geperal signing by  Catholics  the
book showing up the infamy of those world over of a petition to the Holy
outrages and the imiquity of land Father vrespectfuly requesting His
monopolv; veu, George, are now at Holiness to further the extension «f
liberty to undertake a work of this the cult of the Blessed Virgin by
kind and have the ability necessary | consecrating the whole human race to
for the undertaking. “No, McUlat- her immaculate heart. In the course
chy,” said George, vou are the man of the petition reference is made to

X's
1904

vourseli: vou are my preceptor in thi

‘ the following paragraph of Tius
doctrine, and such a work should bea:

encvelical letter of February 2,

vour name as the author.” MeClat We mav promise ourselves the real
chy's answer was: ‘“‘No. George, “ou lizatior, in a not distant future, of
are vounger than I am and have now | the high and assuredly not unreason
the necessary time; vou have a state ably venturous hopes inspired in om

predecessor, Pius IX., and the whole
Catholic episcopate, by the solemn de-
finition of the dogma of Marv's Im
maculate Coneeption.”

office, the work of which can he ver
formed by vour brother; editins ““The
Bee'' claims all my attention.”” George
agreed to tackle the job, and the re-
sult was that wonderful literary
work known to all the world as It is reported that the Pope will
“Progress and Poverty.” [ may say hold both secret and public consistor-
that 1 was present at its conception. ies the same day, December 6th, and
9 e oy will also deliver an allocution and an-
James B. Haggin is favored with nounce the appointment of 84 residgn-
honorable npntion in this article. ’tl&“ and '4"“'!!’ hish()ps, lmlu(jmg
He did nothing for the people. He three Ameiicans and four Canadians
was one of the firm of Hagein & |and Newioundlar ders.

Wellington St. West.
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ents hav been used by those who
Hnpu the authentacity of the Hol
Hou I'he first that the earliest
document recording the alleged mira
{culous occurrence dates from a cen
tury and a half after the time it is
supposed nave taken place; and
! second, that as a matter of fact
a church dedicated to Our |
cupied the present site of the loly
House before the time in which the
accounts sav that this was set down
at Loreto And vet within the last
two weeks both of these apparenthy
invincible arguments have turnsd out
to be worthiess. The first of them,
because attention has been called to
the fact that in Gubbio there exists
an ancient fresco certainly dating
from a few veagrs after the time as

signed for the miraculous translation
and depicting in the most vivid way
the miracvlous event, and second, be
cause excavations reeentlv undertaker
in L.ooveto have shown that the o
ginal church dedicated to Ow

in Loreto was quite a mile and a hail
distant from the present site of Holy

House. It will be interesting to see
what answer will be made to these
difficulties by the impugners of the

tradition which has so many saints
and popes in its favor and which has
brought hundreds of thousands of de-
vout pilgrims in all ages to visit this
most favered of shrines.

\ L Hed i 1
e of his brethren, dated
1 Bu in Columbia, March 21l
of the prescnt year, contains an ac-
( t of miraculous occurrence dur
ing the earthquakes which, as be de
clare were felt north of the equato
ith Colombia, and alor the Pa
Cl ast ] account ofie an i
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} e I 1
| ) i IMu £ th
Iy ri )
1s] 1 | mnnlat A A
. ip : ‘
e a
() { lar \
e a1
\ { | N
i i
i
\ l¢
|
g ta
try
! the 1t t
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| hey hed u 1t toward
{ where t! N priest
g, 10 beg h for a la
A1 sight f " h
priest was seizea hy a
lv inspiratior He hurried to
churcl anda bv an impulse of
faith, brought thence the Bless
ed Sacrament Accompanied by Fa-
her Gerard Larrunde i followed
b praving multitude bhe returned
to the shore, presenting the thric.

Holv Host to the angry element. At
moment the first mountain

thatl very

of water broke, foaming at the
priest's feet A\ second arose above
the horizon, the intrepid pastor

awaitted
conflidence,

its approach with unshaken
still holding toward it the
Flessed Sacrament. The wave roared
ominously appearing furiously agitat-

ed, but presently spent itsell within
a few paces of the priest. The sea,
in presence of the Sacred ‘Host, gra-

dually calmed, and the people regain-
ed courage At the verv moment
when this sublime scene was in pro-
gress the island of Gorgona opposite
Tumaco, was engulfed with all its in-
habitants.”

The flecting joy of candy and flow-
ers for Christmas cannot take the
place of the permanent pleasure of
the gift of books for the holidays.
Christmas hooks need not be stories;
there is an infinite variety of Catho-
lic Literature published sulted to the
tastes and minds of all classes of the
community. This variety mav be
found at the store of W. E. Plake,
123 Church street, Toronte.
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