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QUERIES' COLUMN. I

In ordei to furnish our readers with informai!, ■ 
we propose to devote tins column to replies to cor. I 
respondents. Letters sliou'd he addtessed to "TB( ■ 
CttHuxtci.R, Enquiry Department, Montre..1." ■

Answers will only I e given to such communication, ■ 
as bear the writer's name, not lor publication, but ■ 
as evidence of good faith, and only to questions refer. I 
ring to matters of general interest in regard to which I 
the Editor of Queries’ Column will exercise his owe I

148a A. ('. B„ Quebec Baltimore X (duo Rai 
way common is now on a 5 pc. basis. I he last 
dividend was paid on 1st September, at p.c f,* 
the liaif-year. The outstanding common stock 1, 
$124,272,060.

1482.—B. D. T, Wingham.—The stock is quite 
Inactive and subject to decided fluctuations m price 
It is quite possible that your broker would havctu 
accept a |n>int below your figure to carry out yoe 
stop order.
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representations were made by the members of the 
Stock Exchange to the |xiwcrs that lie, they would 
immediately grant them relief. It is difficult to 
believe that they realize the situation. Another 
phase of it is, why, in all fairness, should a Stock 
broker be discriminatrd against? All those trans­
acting a legitimate business of that description pay 
the taxes niqxised ii|xin them, lxith civic and pro­
vincial, and they assist, more than any other class 
in the community, in bringing money into circula­
tion in the province. Th’s lax Act is against 
public (xihcy, and to an outsider it is difficult to 
understand why H is that the Stock Exchange does 
not take some united action in connection therewith. 
If a tax is to be imposed on the brokers for any 

then let it lie of a nature that will not rumreason,
their business, and at the same time injure the finan­
cial standing of the city anil province. There are 
hundreds of brokers coming in from across the 
border, selhng their -.ecuritirs here, who do not pay 

cent of taxation of any description, and we 
venture to say that these strangers sell far more 
securities m this city than those residents who are 
engaged 111 the business here.

1 one

1
1483.—G. O’B., Stratford. Mexican Central Rail­

way earnings for the year ended 30th lune Ian. 
were $4,118,173 net as compared with net c arnings 
of $4,178,452 for the 18 months ending 30th Jon., 

The stock is speculative, but for a long hold

■

Our atten-I’KOSI'KI TVS OK A NEW EIRE OFFICE.
has Ixi ii called to the prosiicctus of a new firelion

insurance company, in which the following state­
ment ap|M'ars under the caption of "Profits of hire 
Assurance Companies" :

"T he average dividend paid bv thirty-two British 
Joint Stock Eire Assurance Companies for the cur­
rent finançai year, corrected down to September I, 
iqc>5, exceeded 30 p.c. per annum, and the average 
dividends for ten years ending December 31, n/>4. 
paid by 136 Joint Stock Eire Assurance Companies 
of the Vmteil Slates, as compiled from official re­

stât istics

11)04.
should prove fa'rly profitable.

:

PERSONAL»
1 Mr P. H. Sims, secretly of the British America Ai 

Co.. Toronto, who has just returned from a vita
.

surance
to the West, speaks in enthusiastic terms of the progrt# 
111 that portion of the Dominion, lie states that it nuke» 

optimistic, and the' benefits which will Wa person very 
derived from the large wheal crop, which is now practi­
cally secured, will be felt in all parts of Canada He g f‘- 

thaï H is indeed wonderful and must be seen t«

ports, lias exceeded 13'a p.c. per 
compiled by the superintendent of insurance cover­
ing .1 |x riod of thirty years, from 1875 to 1904 in­
clusive, show that the dividends paid by ( anadian 
Eire Assurance Companies amounted to $4,460,- 
885.25, and when it is remembered that the rates for 
fire assurance arc to-day practically 50 per cent, to 
loo p.c. ill excess of the rates charged during the 
period covered by the insurance department, it will 
he readily sen that the business is now fixed u]K>n 
a substantial basis and the profitableness of the 
future is unquestionably assured

If our readers will refer to the last issue of 1 ME 
CHRONICLE, they will find a statement therein taken 
from the Government Blue lhxiks which shows that 
during the past thirty-six years the ( anadian fire 
offices paid in losses fx) 3‘) 11 v "1 the premiums. 
And 'I to this lx- added expenses of 33'.1 pc., it will 
show that for every $100 received the ( anadian 
companies paid out m losses and ex|>ensos, on an 
average, over $102 We should be glad to see an­
other strong Canadian fire office in the field, but it 
,S as well that the condition of the fire business for 
the past tlibly-six years should lie known. 
Canadian ex|»erience of British companies docs not 
materially differ, for their average loss ratio was 
fx)-7t, while that of the American companies 
fxy32, to which lias to lie added an cx|x-nsr ratio of 
say <5 pc < )ur readers will readily understand 
that the dividends pud by the British offices were 
not earned in the Canadian field, but, to a large 

denied from the revenue from invest-

annuin.

on to say
hr fully realized. There rail be no question at all is h 
the great future of Manitoba and the Northwest- In fie 
the only trouble will tie that it is liable to get ahead too 
fast for us. and, so to speak, run away with us.

Mr W. O. Narks, of the firm of Nares, Robinson and 
Block. Winnipeg, general agents of the Employers' Liabil­
ity Assurance Corporation, spent a few days in Montrai 
ibis week, lie reports business in the Northwest ask­
ing in a flourishing condition-

Mr l*. W. 1. Wooni-AKii, of Toronto, joint manager 
of the Employers' Liability A surance Corporation, »» 
in Montreal this week visiting Ins colleague, Mr Richard 
1. Griffin.

Lobd Claud Hamilton and several of the other direct-
this side <*of the Employers' Liability, who 

the water, will be present on the occasion of th. npeniK 
of the company's building in Boston.

are on

I hr
Mr- S. Stanley Brown, general manager and secretary 

,,f the Employers' Liability Assurance Corporal- n. Lon­
don. England, spent a couple of days in Montreal * 
week, and left on the Xxh inst. to be present at thr ope* 

office building in 
of the

in that city NW*

was

ing of the Corporation's 
which has just been completed, which is 
sumest and most imposing structures 
in Montreal Mr. Brown expressed great latislactioe « 

made in the business of the Canadian brand

-1

extent, were
IliCIltS.

the progress


