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dacob Become Israel.
By Bismor E. R, Hexowix, D, D, LL. D.

Jacob become Israel, the “supplanter” become
a “‘Prince with God,'” is a real case of teopard
changing his spots, But the change was
wrought by the same divine power that changed
Saul the persecutor into Paul the slave of Jesus
Christ. Jacob was as much a trophy of groce
as was the dying thief taken home to Paradise
by his Lord to show how captivity itself could
be taken captive,

Jacob is none the less a sinner because Israel
is s0 a saint.  Each character is perfectly cone
sistent with itself and with its name. It is ouly
grace, and grace abounding to the chief of sinners,
that makes it possible to identify in hoti Jacoh
and Isracl one of the twin sons of Isaae sl
Rebekah.  But we need to study Jacol by him-
self before we study Israel by himsclf,

His mother's boy, inheriting her encrgy and
the craftiness that belonged to herself po less
than to her brother Laban, Jacob, like some
animal, and a very strong cne: what change has
Jacob against him save in his wits? Rebekah
will see to it that her favorite som, ay parently
her constant companion, shall not culy Le taught
to cook, but that his very skild in mekiv
red pottage shall scme day prove as vil
Esau’s skill in the chase.  She remembars,
if Isaac has forgotten in his desire 1w bles
Esau, that the strange prenatal struggle
tended by the assurance that the oider
serve the younger.  Jacob so completely fills the
licart of Relekah that she is prepared to go ta
preat lengths, ever against her husband md bor
clder son, to advance his fortunes.

There is nowhere in the Holy Scriptures any
countenance of Jucob's early sius.  His mother,
who pron ted the grossest of thom, suffers in
consequence, living to have her son an exile

" ~escape -his brother's- curse, ard
never permitted to see his face again.  Jacol not
only merited Esau’s Latred, but our own, for
bis covetousuess and his meanness  Possil ly
only Judas, the traitor, is more despised than
Jacob, the traiter,

The deceiver i himself deeeived, as the veiled,
weak-eyed Leal is given him in place ot his bes
loved Rachel, with her gazelle-like cyes: can
Jacob forget that he Limselt donned a strange
attire to deceive blind Isaac in that darkencd
room?  Did he lie unto his aged father, and use
a kid of the flocks to deceive him?  Years alter
wards his own crafty sons go to the flocks for
the meavs of decciving aged  Jacoh, when their
covetonseess has put a price on Joseph's head,
The bitter ery «i Esau which smote Ins eed-
ing cars and Lis sclfish Leart, is to le cchioad
when Jacob ronds his garments and puts sack-
cloth upon bis loins and mouris for Lis s,
whose eries for pity were unheard and  unbecded
by Lis crvel brothers,  He Lad bereaved fasan of
his birthright, but “me have ve Lacaned of my
children.””  No wouder he tells P .rah, in
wemory of such experiences and his uuroalized
hopes from ill-gotten gains, “few and cvil bave
been the days of tl ¢ years of my life.”

Jacob no mcre pleases men than he pleased
God; Isracl pleases men because he pleased God.
He prevails with nmen by the same qualities with
which he prevailed with God.  There s a
growth for the better with the younger scn, de-
spite his carly meavness and despicalle selfish-
ness, but there is a deterioration in Esau from
the frank, openhanded hunter, inconstant though
hie Le, until we find him the would-be murderer
who allows the suns of twenty years to go down
on his implacable wiath.  *“'Cursed Le his anger
for it was fieree,” as Esan came against Jacob,
and four hundred Edowities with him.  But
there are no weapous in Jacob's hands, even of
cunning. Al his devices so skilfully planued |
the night before Jacob met Esau vear the brook
Jabl 'k have not stopped the oncoming of the
angry aud injured brother,

Jacch he hates, and Jacch he will slay. But
15 that really Jacob yonder, bowing himself to

the !

{is notr

the ground seven times, until he comes near his
brother? He would fain pay back out of his
twenty years of hard labor the Lirthright which
he wanted but never had gotten from FEsau as
the eldest son.  That Is very unlike Jacob 1o
pay what he does not owe, That is true re-
pentance, when one is sorry for sins that he
wanited to commit bnt lacked ouly the oppor-
tunity, when the intended robber tands his vietin
the goods that he would have stole if the officers
of the Jaw had not come so soon, cven though he
has worked for twenty years to be able to wake
this strange restitution,

AMways free-handed, Isan declines the wift,
1 have enough, my brothicr, let that thow hast
be thine.”  But na, since Jacah had seen God
he can prevail even with 1 The proffered
; RifUds Jeft in the hands of Fsan, who calls him

! brotiicy enee more, to tell us i e who has
s favor of mcn,

! won the favor of Cod can win

; even though once deserving bis anger.
A niew foree has come ivto Jucob's lite which
Fles him to be called a son «f God, =o 1liat
e very wan who once despised him mnst cone
i fess Wiechange. Esau turns his band of robbess
toward the desert, where othor caravars may be
Pattucked, aud lenves JTacoh, ur ratlier Istacl, to
oi Bis way in peace

Jacob i

s ey ecfonh “well spoken of by

i 1" Dull wsare Lis moral
WK i true man when he
Uohad Leew ereated anew in
Aw heir with Alrabam of the
lis mawe 8 to appear on e
is both as Jueol and Israel.

Fhic self-conguered man is God's privee,  He
i an Istacl, an Israclite indeed, who prevails
with Gt und wen. Jacob was to fearn that it
fwas not bis energy, his tircless industry, any

more than Lis early cunning, that was to give

liim suceess. Al these may be the slaves of an

utholy ambition unot_abide God's time
iise. "It was not these
qualitics which won the blessing.  Jacob had
what Esau lacked
things. Tle unseen world was real to him.
Nay, it was the most real of all; only he sought
o win it by sinful meens, It wes more than the
the eider brother’s donble portion that  Jacoh

e prow
calendar o

sought., It was precedence, authority witer his
father's death, and even the domestic priesthood,
all of which 1 despised or looked away  from

;as ukworthy of the man who lived wh Aly 1 the

scen. Jacob in winning what he estectiied, ond
what pessible association with Abrabam duriug
the last fifteen years of the old petriarch'’s lite
1L him to esteem, reeded o learn that there
w love i spiritaal things whicl
s corsistent with ascllis!t leart that ignures the

ol Gl

L rights of man,

11, theref
ahar, and the

Tow art offering thy giit at the
e renctberest that thy brother

hat it against thee, leave there thy gitt be-
for tar and po thy way, first be reconciled
tohiyv irother, and then cowe and offer thy gift.”

Religious blessings can wart on righting wrongs
dore toonr fcdlow man, Gad is the chumpion
of the wronged ub never really saw the fa
of Cod uniil e had wade Il possible restitution
to Lrau,  Even spiritual blessings must be right-
Iy won  As the principles of right control a
man's own soul be has power with God and with
men

Gad became so real to Jacob that all the
wrongs that had ever doune Esau or Isaac are
lost sighit of in the far greater sin against God,
He iad sought Isau's pardon, but he uneeded
sod’s, More than reconciliation and peace with
God.  No shallow repentance can avail, no
patehed-up pesce with an injured fellow man:
God must be reckoned with - What an antagonist
is God when Ee calls mien to account! It was
then that Jacob knew himself, all his littleness
and neanvess, his falschood, s treachery.
How be hated himself as Iisau had rever hated
lim!  How Le longed to leave himself behind,
unwilling to be left alone with himself after that
night vision, v

¢
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—an appreciation of spiritual i

sstep of a single man.

God's Ptovidence.

During the retreat of Alfred the Great at
Athelney in Somersetshire, after the defeat ot
his forces by the Danes, a beggar came to his
castle there and asked alms. When Alfred was
told that there was onl'y one small loaf remaining,
whiclh was insufficient for themselves and their
{ friends who were gone to seek food, though with
little hope of success, the king replied, * Give
the poor man half of the loaf. He who could
feed five thousand with five loaves and two fishes
can surely make the other half of the loaf more
than enough for our present needs.”  Accord-
| ingly the poor man was relieved, and this noble
jact of charity was soon rewarded by a pro-

vidential store of fresh provisions with which his
people returned,

Rs Thy Dag.

Asthls my day! O promise blest!
Suent wordg of conifort, words of rest!
Nomore with hoding fear § wait

L to-morriw's hidden fate,

‘er its toils, whate'es its tears,
cer ity perils ins, wnd feaes,

e sunh and stars and worlds enduce

Vhe vl swee promise ~an feth sure,

Thz Mawd that holds the world upbears
My weary beart with all its caves,

‘The Eye that slambers noy has seen

My graveyand mo.uds with grasses green,
My Father's pitying love has read

“The pawn behind the vears 1 shed.

How comfortitg His words to me,

S Bild, ssthy day thy strength shall be,” *

| As il gy day Dy linde dayg

[ My broken wroubled, thwarted days

¥ L Whose fosedle wprning bloom e o oo
Vas quenched and darkened into gloom,

mom ot gifis!  The noon of loss}

Fhe dengthiening shadow of the Crosst

Unce more, my Father, say to me,

by as thy dag, thy strength shall be,”

i
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Sin.
Disheartened by the dangers of their position,
The

Russian army resolved upon retreat,
neral expostulated in vain.  Carried away ina
ic, they faced round, They were forcing a
| mountain pass where the road, between huge

rocks on one side and a foaming river on the
other, was but a footpath broad enough for the
As a last resource, the
general laid himself down there, say ing, “* If yon
will retreat, it is over my body you shall go,
trampling me to death beneath your feet.”” The
flight was arrested. The soldiers could fot
trample their general under foot, They wheeled
round and resumed their mareh.  But for us who
have renounced sin to turn back to its pleasures
is a greater crime.  Jesus, as it were, lays Him-
so1f down in our path. None can become back-
sliders from the ways of holiness without tramp-
ling Him under their feet,

Seed Thoughts.

The reward of one duty is the power to fulfil
another.—George Eliot,

God estimates us not by the position we are in,
but by the way in which we fill it,—FEdwards.

It is a good rule never to do for the sake of
gain what one wouldn't do for the sake of love or
duty.—Edward Garrett.

Tl ¢ nobleness of life depends on its consistency,
clearness of purpose, quiet, and ceaseless energy.
—Ruskin,

Cheerfulness throws sunlight on all the paths
of life.—Jean Paul Richter,




