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“I'imes of prosperity,” suys the Herald
aud Presbytery are oftentimes of spiritual
aeclension.  Meu who are rich and in-
creased in goods are too apt ws;nl

LWFE INSURANCE REVELATIONS

A great sensation has veen caused by
the revelations in the United States in
connection with several of the large life
insurance companies. What is charged
is that the cost of insurance is larger
than it should be to the insured because
of the dishonestly extravagant cost of
management; the whole thought being
apparently to aggrandize the higher ofti-
cials, rather than take thought for the
interests of the policy-holders: and yet
these latter ought to be the first to be
thought of, considering the sacrifices of-
ten made by those paying out good money
every year for the protection of loved
ones, and considering also that it is pok
icy-holders’ money which really supports
any insurance company. Think of a Pres-
ident getting control of a big Company in
New York, and voting himself $150.000
@ year as salary! This sort of thing cun
only be termed stealing from the policy-
aolders, inasmuch as it makes the protec-
tion afforded by life msurance higher
than it ought legitimately to be.

It is a question whether the pulpii
might not help to clarify the ideas of
some people as to financial honesty.
There are people, for instance, who
think it a sufficient salve for conscience
to say a thing is not illegal—not express-
ly prohibited by law. But there are
many things which are “legal,” yet utter-
ly opposed to righteousness.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR FLOUR-
ISHING.

It is gratifying to learn that Christian

+Endeavor conventions this year have been

remarkable for their numbers, enthusiasm

and promise of fruits. Not only was the

Ameri tion at Balti largely

that they have need of hi ir-
itual fruits, unlike vatural truits, oll:ll

ttended and of profound spiritual qual-
ity, but about the same time were held
i i in Japan and

grow best in an inh

“Mold the wire.” We heard somebody
shout it into the telephone as we pass-
ed an open door in the office building to-
day. That is what our Master told us
to do,~"to pray and not to faint.” 'lt.
is not always possible to secure an In-
stant reply. Life is complex, aad there
are, there must be, preferred as well us
delayed requests. But we can hold the
wire instead of slapping down the re-
ceiver, slamming the door of the booth
eiver, slamming the door of the booth
and giving up the attempt to secure our
purpose. If it is wise to be patient with
our friends, it may be right to be per-
sistent with our Heavenly Father, who
knoweth how to give good things to them
that ask him. It is just because we
trust hins that we will “hold the wire.”

China. The latter, at Ningpo, was said
to be the most notable religious gather-
ing ever held in the Flowery Kingdom.
Not only was it marked by the presence
of eighty missionaries but by the co-
operation of every Chinese official in the
province,—a thing never before regarded
as possible. The British convention was
held the latter part of the summer at
Birmingham, and the delegates seem to
have entered into these great services
as heartily as their more impulsive cou-
sins on this side of the Atlantic. Tn
South Africa the Pnglish societies sent
delegates to a convention at Durban,
while the Dutch met at Graaf
Reinet. In this latter there were 249
societies represented, having a member-
ship of 9,000—a remarkable exhibit con-
sidering how conservative these old Boer
churches bhave always been. Another con
vention, from which we have only meager
details as yet, was held in Brazil, but
the largest of the whole series—an all®
Furope rally—occurred in Berlin, where
the emperor, then out of the city, was
represented by his nephew. Tt is said
that at the praise service of this gather-
ing there were not less than 10,000 per-
sons present. The society is winning
friends among the most formal European
churches.

The Census Dept. has issued a volume
giving statistics as to the manufacturers
in Canada in 1001,  There were 14.%

noted, rep
classes of industries. The value of the
total capital employed was $446,916,
487, consisting of $200,378,038 in lands,

gards the approaching conference as “

natural product of the more tolerant
Christian epirit of our times,” and sur
mises that its resulting organization “‘may
become one of the great moral, social and
religious factors of the coming age.” The
coming conference has been planned and
promoted by N Federation of

buildi y, motive power, tools
and impliments, and $237,537,849 in
working capital. The number of. per-
sons employed on salaries was 30,601,
with salaries of $23,670,140, and the
number on wages 344,035, and the cost
of salaries and wages $113,240,350. 1he
value of the total products was $481.-
053,375, being for goods manufactured
in establishments M&Iﬂ% and for

stom work and repairi 1,708,024

OUR NATIONAL THANKSGIVING
vemind us that God is the source of all
good. No words can suggest, much less
adequately portray, the manifold blessings
of the year. But when the grateful heart
is overflowing with o sense of the divine
mercies, it may cease its fruitless effort
of enumeration and may lose itself in ad-
miration end praise,
“From morn till noon, till latest eve,
Thy hand, O God, we see,
And all the blessings we receive,
Proceed alone from Thee.”

We are bound by every consideration of
humanity and religion to distribute to the
destitute around us, aceording to the
ability God has given. This should be done
_wi-dy and done with regularity, not wait-
ing for a single occasion, but constantly
acting under an unchanging impulse of
generosity. Indiscriminate giving to the
poor may lead to evils that are greater
than poverty, while mere spacmodie ef-
forts often defeat the end in view. God
besiows his gifts wisely and with a steady
hand. We should imitate him in these
respects, as in all others.

But we are invited at stated periods to
special benevolence, as well as to ofier
thanks for overflowing blessings. LI'here is
wbundant reason for this. Our benevol-
ence may become settled or isi
upk- oceasionally turned out of the or-
dfmry channels; our gifte may be more
direct and personal at times, and in con-
sequence, our influence over those whom
_wemlienwill be greater and more last-
ing.

While we recall the extraordinary mer-
cies of the past year, let us then seek for
some ncedy person or persons whom we’
may especialiy bless. The deeper springs
of our own hearts will be touched thereby,
and not only so, the King shall say unto
us, “I was hungry, and ye gave me meat;
1 was thirsty, and ye gave me drink.”
How sublime is the vocation of a. per-
sopal ministry in behalf of others. I'he
results of it persh not with tuue. lacu
word of sympathy is recorded for eternity;
each willing footstep in caring for sufier-
ing humanity makes its mark, to be fully
revealed in the beeatter. here there is
no room for selt-deniais. It is a privilege
to yield our best treasures in such a ser-
vice.

We can well afford to wait, since our
record is on  high. Here the meed of
praise is not always awarded our efforts.
1t may be best for us that it is so. Stolid
indifference, or even censure, way wait
us, may be our present reward in doing
good. Be it so. The sweetness of an
identification with Jesus is enough—a re-
lationship so complete that we hear him
say: “Inasmuch as ye have done in unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me.”

Denmark, which is a Lutheran country,
and one of the most prominently Protest-
ant countries in the world, had a few
years ago among all ite two million inhabi-
tants only three thousand Catholics. But
nowadays it is said that the monks and
nuns expelled from France are Hocking
there just as they are flocking into Kng-
land, and even the United States, tinding

pparently a readier wel there than
in’ Catholic ien where i

mar, & French Catholic of-the house of

Orleans, is actively exerted for p d

ist purposes in high society. Hence in
Denmark, as in England and the countefes |
of Europe, Catholiciem is making ‘ndre |
converts among the aristocracy than ameng*
the common people. Sem !t




