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,‘:SELECTING SEED CORN.
!‘horo Is Only QOane Proper W:y to Do’
gtand That Is to-Select It In.the' l'lold.
t‘l presume, 8ay8 » writor in the- Breod~
®s Garotte, that no class-of farmers

srebetter propated to appreciate the-

Amportance ¢f ecod-breeding than aro

slock-breeders.  From soeds spring all
'lmportnnt organic 'life on tho farm.
Zhey, therefore, in thoir development
‘becomo tho measuro of the cost of ani-

mal growth and in a largo degreo of its,

charaoter. However -successfully a

“Iarmer may breed his steers, ho is’

‘doomed to failuro it his crops aré of low
capacity. The pounds of beef per acro
3y measured not mainly by his skill as
-m. stock-breéder, but more by his skill
a8 » plant-grower. It follows that our

-genius o f farmers -should expend its-

“firss or chief force upon the plant rather
‘than upon the animal. "Few men pos-
messed of one absorbing. purposo- but

what fail to give proper attention to.

other important factors.in life. This
general truth {8 not without its {llus-
tratlon in the ranks of stock-breedors,

mlthough oo dlees should annreciata.

‘potent eeed more. Very nea"ly the

Yound of the lawa of heredity in animal.

Alfe are tound with analogous relations
- 4n plant life. I need not-review them
«$0.the realors of tho Gazotio nor mar-
SAbal aupportlng evidénce, for assortion
20f these laws 1s'the - equlvalent of evi-
Alence to & braeder who has famfliarized
~Mimsolf with the laws that govera suc-
-oession ot organic lifo.
Heredlta.ry qualities may. be fixed in
-vorn by solection; or may bo producod
by crosslng and: fixed by solection. I

:akall conﬂno my statemonts to selection-
288 means of improvement, and mainly |
0 thoso phasesof the question that'w il
e suggestive and of value ot the com- |

ing Tharvest.
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=" One right way exlsts for corn selac-;|:
-tion, and only ono right way;: and-that:
way i3 to soleot tho corn'in the fleld and |.

Zrom the plant at a dats early onough

todotormine tho character- of the wholo |

'pknt. The. Wostern. practice, though
~wrong, measures tho-valiio of the corn:
‘czop slmost wholly by the ears. pro-

ducod.  This- domands a plant that

gives the maximum amount of ear and
the minimun adountof stalk. By se-

leeﬁng the ‘ear from tho'stall, and by |
~no other method. can this result be se-:

'cuer. The ratio of: soed to stem IS as

wvariablo for ¢orn.-as it i3 for othor’
‘s»:mts. The sccd is but ‘a traction—a-
‘pzrt ol tho wholo lite—-and -the. ratio of:
“the parts vary in the plant as in'tho.an- .
3mal, and-are as suscoptible of being.

Hixod as ard the parts-of -an animal 1
ave-carried out trials in selection. of

seed corn fof séveral yoars. I will not’
3n-all' theso cases prolong articled with.

tables of results, and in accordsnce with

“this dosign stato that by weight I find

-that . the ratio of car 0 to stalk is very

' variablo. that the largest. ¢ar 13 not nee-’

essarlly found on the. largqst stalk, and
is not usually.so found (Lam- consldpr-

: [ng plnnts within a givon vnrlety), that

an car from a -tall stalk: roproducesa
‘tall stalk and from a shortstalk is re-
producod a short stalk, and- that ears se-
‘loctod from short stalks produco more
corn per acro than do earsselectod !rom
tall stelks. The yield of: stalks is on'

the rovorso.ordor. The total ¢fop-is
guite as large from tho sced of the tall
stalks as it is:from.the ‘seed of tho'short’
stalks—really. larger. When corn .is
grown for onsilago a different policy in’
.seed selection should bo -pursued from’
that advisable whan solection 18 mado-
for corn grown for its ear-alone.

{MPROVED NEST-BOX.

This Is Certalnly a dood Devloo »lnd
* Yorth Try.ng.

Mr. James E. Riddle, Greérsville,. 0.
sends to Farm and Firéside-a plan. of ‘a’
nest-box, which is easily .constructed’
and very convenient for cleaning out
and- collecting tho oggs. In describlng
it ho says: “Thoro is no patent on.
"this nest-box, so I'will give it to your
readors. It can be: attached to “any-
poultry-bouse by sawing a hole in the.
side of tho building large.encugh to let’
the bens go. through. Tho bottom of
the nést-box 13 ono' font square. Nail,
two plecos of lath to .tho.side.of your
building, .ono at ‘the = bottom to-
support the nest, marked (A). in the
illustration, and one at tha. top’
(B) just tho thxcknoss of the board”

¥ NESTEOS. |’

$hat tho. nesb-box is:mado .cf;
tach 5 button (C) for holding tho:box .

‘position. Nail- &, ‘board: éxtanding up--
.v.arxl from tha bottom, five inches’ wme. .
next to the. buildmg “Tho bonrd af the
top where tho hinges (DD) 2ve. attached,
is 6 inches wide, and: cands 8 inches:
The Hass

‘30Wwn dach :side of the box.
18- inches square, and- tho tox ls 12
‘{nches:high'in.front and 10.1nches next
to ‘buildm:z. Having - ﬁnishea the box.
‘all that is necessaty is to tura tho bm,-

ton at tho top, and tho bo.: can- UQA

Littwed from its support and clcanod.
1rosh nost material put tn, and you can
~walk along tho side of your building
und gathes'tho eaas - from tho oitsido,.
-as thoso Loxes s aro attached.to the.build<
lng from tho outside."

sfamuw N 'MARESQ

‘COnd tions That Tetd -to l’ro.lnco !.-—
Tmntmone For. -

‘One of tho very hatd’ quostlons Lhnt
aro.ofton asked us is what causcs and
,whac will cure - sterility in-mares. ‘Wo:
- oan-not nnswor such- qnestions oxcopt.
Jina gonoral way. A writ.or has recently
-gofie f01to tho. s.lb]esb vory !ullv.,n.n.l wG

. compue tho-chief: ‘points* ‘that ho makes
'Ltor tho benofit of. our teadors. All,

_practical horse-breedors ‘8 lmpressed.
with thio {actthat a n-opor managoemeit
of-brool maros: undoubbcdly lnﬁuenc°s
.thelr rogularity of breedin High
steeding and-the: uso of: stimulutln" food
-will quickly induce sterility. Fat and
_plothora of - systom lead to fatty depos-
its about tho ovaries,-dégenorative pto-
cesses or clogging up the f:\llopia.n tabes
.¥ith fattR pa.rtlclos. Likewiso <the' op~
posxt.e condltlon of raduced vztalicy {rom
-old age, poverty, over-wowk or.bad facd:
‘ingr i3 equally, as-conductvo to st'\rlhcy
The lesson to be drawn from thésc
facts-is'to,avoid both the obeso ahd-tho-
B impoverished -state; keop your “brood
_mares ‘thin in ﬂcsb yot in’ good ‘heart:
and spirits to ensuro . regular p-egn:moy
-and tho- product.ion of healthy,proweny.
Many. anim..ls, from peculi;\r idiosyn-
cracy:of ‘constitution, will accumulate -

| tat under:a system of: starvation. such

require. to‘be* cafofully watched.  Da~

),bllimmd ‘mares requiro: good lncdin"

-and carefulitreatmont. toregain tonicxty

J ot the gonora.tivo apparatus.” Exercise

.isan absoluto necessity to pro: crea.ion.

‘1 The: ld.e maro, with no mnge of pasture.

-or ono that ig -housed, is apt soon.to be-
“come-sterile. :Many' animals mll only
breed whon- regular]y v«orkcd or pla aced:
undor such condition as onsures s»ronﬂ

- oxercise. Inforior “foods are aptto..r-
| rest the brceding tunction; if ‘not .zc-

‘tually provexting .concoption, by their

i| influenco on the gonerative: org:ms,

thoy intend to' abortion at an. carly

| périod ot ‘gostation. 2oy hay, smut-

ty corn fodder, musty grain or.corn,.or

? ergotlzod _grasses, must Le caretully
4 gt~ 3

of. tho J7cm, consulc cd unsu!.ab‘.o fo.
othcr stotk, isa systemr that c2g not bs
-t00 hlf'h‘ly dopt(.cmtcd.

Ir you havo any o]d sacep—scrub -
hogs. ‘or unproﬁmblg cows—get them.
ready for .the butcher nsxsoon as -pos:
aivie.

AsS'300ON agan animﬂ 1s. maturéd. it
ceases 0 -bo proﬂtablo to-keep, unless -

itis a work animnl and nossib“ly shieop.



