56 THE NERVOUS HOUSEWIFE

It ’s clean to you if there are no cobwebs on
the walls.”

Whereupon the debate closes, but the
woman is the more deénergized and the man
exasperated at the unreasonableness of women
in general and his wife in particular.

It is probably true that woman has more
conscience, in so far as detail is concerned,
than man. She is more of a lover of order and
neatness, more wedded to decorum. Man
loves comfort and his interest is more spe-
cialized and analytical, and as a rule he
hates fussiness.

This hatred of fussiness makes him long
for the masculine clubroom, gives him the
kind of uneasiness that sends him off on a
fishing trip or hunting expedition. Further,
and this is of great social importance, many
a broken home, many an unexplainable
triangle of the Wife, the Husband, and the
Other Woman owes its existence, not to the
charms of the other woman, but to the over-
conscientious wife.

The third type predisposed to the neurosis
of the housewife is the overemotional woman.

We have already considered the effect of
certain types of emotion on health and en-




