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2 1 (onsi.lcr (l.c2i.(l, or Mo.Krcal Dislricl, as oik- of the most important
of lu> trontu-r; and hav(; compris.'.! Kiii^rston (and tlu- intornu-diato counlrv)
wit unon<<.listnclh,Taus(>tlu>y should aUvay.s he licl.l in strid ((.njunition
witli earli oilier, altliou},Hi exposed to various and dillerent operations.

'

In Ihis point of vi(.w f sliall (irst notice the ininiediatefrontier of Montreal
cxtcndni<; al()n^M)iir boundary IiniM)f-ir/.

'

„. '•;!>'• '''fl/'fll''-^;!!"'- of frontier is nearly boiuided by the eourse of the
Richelieu Kiyer, the outlet of Lake Champlain; and to show that I do not
attach undue importance to its conservation, i tal<(! leave to submit the follow-
ing extracts from official documents of the United States' Government.

The first is an extract from a document presented to Con},-ress in their
last Session entitled u " Rejiort upon National Defences and National Bounda-
ries, dated lotli May, 1840.

In pase 103 it is stated, " A work here (near the boundary line) on Lake
Champlain, may be made to command the; pass of the lake, and is considered
by tar the most important of any proposed in tlio whole line of frontier.

.
Th' position of Lake Champlain is somewhat peculiar, while Ontario,

Erie, liuron, and Superior, stretch tlieir whole Ienf(lh along the frontier, (formi
in- in fact, th<' boundary;) Champlain extends deeply into mir territory,
and while Its southern extremity reaches almost to the Hudson, it linds fts
outlet to the nortli iii tlie St. Lawrence, nearly midway between Montreal and
Quebec, flie two great objects of attack.
• " Thisjs, undoubtedly, the avenue by wliich the British possessions can
be most efTectually assailed; while, at the same time, it would afford to theenemy possessing a naval ascendancy equal facilities for bringing the war within
our own borders, if :t be left unfortified. It therefore becomes necessary to
fortify a point as near the line as practicable, so as to shut out the enemy's
vessels, and thus elTect the double object of protecting the interior shores of
the lake from the predatory attacks to which tliey would be otherwise exposed
and of securing it to ourselves as a channel by wiiich our troops and suppliesmay be rapidly thrown forward to the points of attack and defence "

IJie Officer at the head of the Engineer Department of the United States
observes, in his Report to the Secretary ai War,—

o. .
" J'/on? the nortliern end of this lake (Champlain) tlie forces of the United

States should march into Canada, and interrupt the communication by the
St. Lawrence, either at or near the mouth of the Richelieu River, at Montreal
Is and, at some point where the ship-channel of the river could be commanded
intermediate between these places, or at any two, or at all of these places,
according to circumstances. ' '

_

" In the case of this ofTensive movement, tlie fortified position of Isle aux
Noix, and any other upon the Richelieu, should bo lefl in tlie rear, bcin-masked by suitable bodies of troops, and should be subjected to immediate and
vigorous attack so as to open the navigable water communication within
twenty miles of Montreal.

" The iinexampled increase of population along our borders, the hundrednew wcws, already hnished or in hand, of connecting these borders with the
heart of the country, may so elevate the resources of this region, that in the
event of war, a resistless torrent will sweep the opposite territory from' end to
end. Ihe military consequences of tlie occupation of the outlet of Lake
Champlain are so obvious, that it must not be supposed tliey are not perfectly
understood by our neighbours across tlie border."

Such are the opinions, and such, I may add, are the designs of our neidi-
bours across the border. *'

The work proposed to close Lake Champlain against us, is among those
submitted for the consideration of Congress. This list will be given hereafler
in the course of this memorandum.

I will observe here, only, that in the opinion of all naval officers withwhom 1 have communicated, we have no cjiance of getting an .isccndancy
upon Lake Champlain. •'

_

Every military consideration denotes Montreal as tlie iirimary object of
an invading enemy It is a position that severs the lin,- of defensive opera-
tions, shuts up the Ottawa as well as the St. Lawrence, and restrains allbeow, while ,t w,t]^>r. a 1 above; to gain possession of it, would imply the
military possession of the Province.
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