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16 (. M. Wrong

sador at Washington represents the views of Ottawa as really as he
represents the views of London. May I ask my American friends
to learn to think of Canada as a nation, not a colony, and not to
waste any pity upon her, for she is a free partner in a gigantic polit
ical movement of which I now speak.

My topic is the Growth of Nationalism in the British Empire and

[ am confronted at the outset with the fact that, as far as the self

governing states of the British Commonwealth are concerned, there
s really no such British IEmpire \n empire, one would
suppo s a state which has a central controlling government, DBut
Ithough the British Parliament is, in a strictly legal sense, supreme
over all British dominions, there is no central government for the
whole British 1 No one body can tax the British IEmpire
Canada and New Zealand I South Africa are no
w\mmw} irom lw'\‘.u}], nor "m‘.« IM'. any common government.,
Each of these states governs itself exactly as it likes, As long ago
as in 1858 when Canada imposed a | i ff roods
the government at London prote ted, there was rtain sound
about the reply of Canada. It asserted “the ri Canadian
] .c lature to ad the 1 tion of the Pe f-'l they deem
best. even if it fortunately happen to meet the k]iﬂl{‘]ll"b\‘l]
of the Imperial Ministry . It is not easy to describe as an “Em
pire” the ite in w 1 the different parts are so completely self
governing. *“The British Commonwealths” would be a more
descriptive name and I will ask my hearers to remember that I usc
the words “ British Empire” with practic ”\ this signification I'he

part of the Empire of which I am speaking is in truth a group of

'he most interesting growth in the British Empire during the

nineteenth century was that in the self-government and individuality

of the various British peoples. Whatever we may mean by nation

alism, there was certainly very little of it in the British Empire a

hundred vears ago. The American Revolution removed from the

Empire the only element over-seas that could make any claim to self-
government A\ fter that tragic cleavage between the English-speak
g races, almost no ]an< of British origin were left outside the

home land. In Can

da, even including the Lovalist refugees from
the revolted colonies, there were less than one hundred thousand.
The same is true of the West Indies, relatively more important then
than now. In India there were not half this number. And this was
the whole tale of British people over-seas. Australia, New Zealand,

South Africa, as we know them, did not then exist. There is little




