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These arrangements were matters of tradition and were remem-
bered in detail by the families concerned.

The rights in the hunting territories were inherited paternally.
Occasionally, to adjust matters, an old man would subdivide
his district among several sons, thus creating new family
groups, though, of course, these would recognize mutual privileges
to a certain extent. For the most part, the territories were
fairly rigid and permanent. Only a few changes are remembered
to have taken place within the range of tradition.

It is interesting to note that the large and attractive islands
in Lake Timiskaming were common property, or more properly
reserves, to be occupied and hunted on when the families came
together in the spring for their social reunion. One of these,
known as Chief island, is called Ogi'ma’mini‘s'i “Chief island,”
and was the property of the Mazi'nigi-'jik family, from which
the band chief was most frequently chosen. Here the chief
had a regular camp and many families would, upon oceasion,
camp around him, using the islands, which teemed with game,
for their supplies while at the gathering. The hunts which
took place at these times were communal, bands of hunters
driving the game from the centre of the island to the shores,
where hunters were posted waiting in canoes. Then the meat
obtained would become common provender for the assembly.

The chief, ogi*ma’, was a man chosen for life, generally from the
Mazi"nigi-'jik family, on account of his strength and wisdom.

Economically these family territories were regulated in a very
wise and interesting manner. The game was kept account of
very closely, so that the proprietors knew about how abundant
each kind of animal was, and hence could regulate the killing
80 as not to deplete the stock. Beaver were made the object
of the most careful “farming,” the numbers of occupants, old
and young, to each “cabin” being kept count of. In certain
districts, moose, or caribou, were protected during one year, in
other districts the next year. The killing of game was regulated
by each family according to its own rules.

Marriage was a matter determined entirely by the old people
of the families. The wife went to her husband’s family and
lived there. The children then belonged definitely to the
father’s family, and inherited their hunting rights in the
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