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with the other nations grouped around her, and as a counter-

poise on the Amorican continent the United States, with

Cunada to the north and the Latin republics to the south

leaning up against her, as it were, in deferential pose. He
also seems to approve of a sort of "merger" or "combine"

for all small nations, while wishing to apply the reverse

process in the case of Russia. Here are some of Ostwald's

utterances: "The further end of destroying the source from

which for two or ihree centuries all European strifes have

been nourished and intensified, namely, the English policy

of world dominion I assimie that the English domin-

ion will suffer a downfall similar to that which I have

predicted for Russia, and that under these circumstances

Canada would join the United States, the expanded republ'c

assuming a certain leadership with reference to the South

American republics.

"The principle of the absolute sovereignty of the indi-

vidual nations, which in the present European tumult has

proved itself so inadequate and baneful, must be given up

and replaced by a system conforming to the world's actual

conditions, and esjjecially to those poMtical and economic

relations which determine industrial and cultural progress

and the common welfare."

We had Ostwald's son lecturing for us at McGill last

winter, when we little dreamed that such were the sentiments

of his distinguished father. What a collapse of all our hopes

of international academic solidarity! And the odd thing is

that the Germans should profess to believe that it is we who
have been scheming for their downfall ! It is a relatively un-

important incident, but as I have mentioned McGill I may
place on record in these pages the fact that when that

university had the honour of welcoming a few >'^ars ago the

highest lady in the land, these words were used: "Nowhere

is there a fuller realization than in our national universities

of the debt we owe to the country which ha 3 sent us a

daughter so distinguished: and our prayer is that in the

coming time Britain may march forward along the path of


