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Light Concern was organized. It pro
mised to build the canal, provide un
imited electric power and light for all

purposes, and supply water to the city

In return It was to have exclusive
privileges in all these, and the city wa.
to pay for the water used at a pric

not greater than that of the cost of

pumping under the old system. On
the surface the plan was promising

it a close investigation revealed th
fact that if the deal were put through
the ity would be practically owned by

the Brie-Hamilton Concern. The more
the deal was Investigated the more

peared, and finally, after

everal mass meetings of citizens th
t aldermen of the Coneern were

ed to resign, a new city charte

ired, and government by com
missioners was inaugurated
The first work done by the com

ners was 1o make a reality o

water power dream
T he pid advancement of the city in
ly. and the inabllity of exist

power companies to supply

ver lncreasing demand m

finuncing of the enormous undertak

in \ comparatively easy matter

having just su

ompleted the transforma
on of t Sahara desert Into an Im
mense frult growing country by means
of irrigation works, were in the humor
th

o turn their attention and their w

new directions, and It was an eas
matter to interest them in this project
The canal ldea was abandoned, and
it of an Immense cement lined tun
place, Th

0 8 In its construction and cost

work oceupiel

00 Citizens of today weil

know its value to the eity. It Is the

»f Hamilton's industrial pre

emiy among the great cities of th

With the Erie tunnel well unde

way, the missioners dealt with th
franchise holders. The com
plying  electric current ' for

light and power purposes, having its
ighting contract cancelled, sought

rms of eapitulation and was gener
ously dealt with, being bought out at

u scrap fron valuation. ‘This done the
cit n in the light and power busi
L for the besides having 1ts
wate ipply assured for all time

Power was offered to manufacturers
at such rates a8 could not be matched
anywhere « and at once the eit

bounded ahead in manufactur

gren

Five years later the commission
ers dealt with the transit companies

holding  public franchises Public
d to the electric

car for short distance transportation

within the city limits, and the commi
loners refused to extend the fran

tracks were taken from

the streets and the municipal electric
van service was inaugurated—a ser
vice that gave accommodation to all
the people, traversing every stroet ‘n
the business and central residence dis
tricts, and every second street in th
suburbs, with a single fare transfer
system for the whole eity




