Ottawa, Auguct 17, 1938,

Dear Mr. Rethery:
Dr. JeT.M. Anderson hes sent me a copy of

your letter of July 3rd and asked me to answer you Airect ir
80 far ag your éncuiry regarding the responsibility of the
Senate for killing the branoh line Ante your diestrict is conoerned,
The feote are as follows:

Sl ke ubida ‘Metis Branch Line bill was
not defeated in the Senate at al) but wag approved by beth
bouses of Parliament in the sessioon of 1934, that is, over a
year ago. It received its third and last reading in the Senate
without any amendment whatever on July 1, 1924, If construoting
Bsngbt been prooesded with 1t is the fault either of the Government
of of the National Railvay board which the Coweranment apreinted
énd it 18 certainly mot the fault of Fzzxlisment. The Governmens
- brought down a blamket b1ll during the 1-st week of the sessiomn
asking for a blaak cheque $o build thege lines as and when it
pleased which the Senate very properly refused. In 192¢ the
Gcvernsent brought down a i1l with an estimate of the cost of
- ®aoh line proposed of which the €t. Paul De Metis was one, and it
Was approved without delay by the Benate. ‘Responsibility for
$his 1ine not being sathorised im 1923 rests solely with the
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