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Volunteer fair today

ry Karen Stille

id you find a good job this sum-
ner — one that related to your aca-
demic field andfor personal inter-
asts? Or were you forced to settle for
1 mediocre, low-paying, unchal-
enging position because you lacked
he <kills and/or experience neces-
sary for a more desirable position?
2erhaps this school year you should
hink about volunteering somewhere
n the community during your free
ime. Volunteer work is completely
-ewarding because: a) it looks great
n your résumé, b) you can learn new
skills and gain experience in your
icademic field, ¢) you can meet new
people, and d) it feels good to do
something worthwhile with your
spare time.

The Dalhousie Student Volun-
teer Bureau will be hosting their
fourth “Make a change” Volunteer
Fair on Thursday, September 22. Be-
sween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., repre-
sentatives from over 50 non-profit
»rganizations will be on hand in the
Sreen Room of the SUB to explain
what volunteer opportunities are
available within their organizations.

Face it. A university education
does not guarantee you a decent job.
We all need additional work experi-

ence and volunteering is a great way
to gain that experience.

The Student Volunteer Bureau,
‘unded by Dalhousie University, is
>ntering its third year of operation
his fall. The main purpose of the

bureau is to assist and encourage stu-
dents, as well as to provide commu-
nity organizations with a link to a
valuable source of volunteers. They
have information on over 200 or-
ganizations that deal with women’s
issues, literacy, health, senior citi-
zens, the environment, entertain-
ment, legal services, coaching/sports,

business and much more. They also
have information about volunteer-
ing overseas and a resource library.

If you are unable to attend the
fair, or would like more information
about volunteering opportunities,
visit the Student Volunteer Bureau
office on the fourth floor of the SUB,
or call 494-1561.

NSPIRG’s AGM

by Sandra MacDonald

Ever wonder about the rising cost
of food? Do you think it’s time to
turn the tide on hetero-fascism? Do
you get the sneaking suspicion that
Juan Valdez is nothing more than a
mythical figure? Are you preoccu-
pied with garbage? Environmental
degradation? Composting? Do you
think it’s absurd that one segment of
our society leaves a second home
empty during the winter months
while another segment isshelterless?

If you have mulled over one or
more of these questions in your mind
and are uncertain as to how to pro-
ceed, go to the annual general meet-
ing of NS PIRG (Nova Scotia Public
Interest Research Group) or stop by
their office in room 310A, SUB. It is
astudent-funded and mainly student-

directed non-profit organization
which pours its energy into environ-
mental and social justice issues — a
regular breeding ground for activists.
If none of these groups focuses on a
burning issue you would like to work
on, you can propose a new working
group. In the past working groups
have published magazines, organized
workshops, and lobbied governmen-
tal bodies.

All students are welcome to come
to NS PIRG's musical-celebration-
meet-and-greet-annual general-meet-
ing on Monday, September 26, 6 p.m.
in the Green Room of the Dalhousie
Student Union Building. It is an op-
portunity to find out more about NS
PIRG, and to meet members of various
members of the working groups. The
meeting will include music and food
for thought and bellies!

Being a student can be tough, but it does have its advantages. like the no-fee Scotia Banking

Advantage” Plan.

It gives you a daily interest chequing account, a ScotiaC ard

We also offer low-interest Scotia Student Loans™

Sign up for the Scotia Banking Advantage Plan before November 10th, 1994 and you'll
(llllulﬂ.ll]td”\ get a chance to win an IBM ThinkPad PS/Note 425 notehook computer.

Just drop into any Scotiabank branch for full details or c: all 1-800-9-SCOTIA.

Scotiabank £

banking card and a Classic VISA' card™

Save banking machine charges by using your ScotiaCard hanking card at the Cashstop” machine located

at the Student Union Building,

A Stranger
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forty-eight hours). When 1 finally
get to the hotel, 'm too tired to
think, never mind unpack—not to
mention my jet-lag—and I fall into
bed for a well-deserved sleep.

So that was my first few hours in
Canada. 1 can’t help but compare
Canada to “back home”. Strangely
enough, Halifax is not all that dif-
ferent from my home-town, Lima-
ssol: it'sasmall enough town, where
almost everything is within walk-
ing distance; it’s a closed enough
community for the people to be
quite familiarand friendly with each
other. However, the locals in Hali-
fax seem to have an edge about
them, probably the result of living
in such a large country. In that
respect, Cyprus is quite different, as
it hasa population of ‘only’ 700,000
and it takes about three hours to go
from one end of the island to the
other.

Through the International Stu-
dents Centre, the Gazette and my

own insecurities, ['ve met a lot of
people and made a few friends,
who appear to be relatively indif-
ferent rto my complaints and moan-
ing.

When I first arrived, I felt like
an alien in that I looked different,
[ acted different, 1 spoke with a
different accent and used differ-
ent expressions. | was in a strange
land on the other side of the bloody
planet, and it was all I could do
not to blurt out “Beep! Take-me-
to-your-leader!”

But as time goes by, [ find that
it's not too bad here. I even find
myself — Shock! Horror!
ally firting in. I think it's going to
be a good year, both socially and
academically (not necessarily in
that order), although people seem

—actu-

to take great pleasure in telling me
about the sub-arctic temperatures
I’m going to have to suffer during
the winter months...
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Stone Creek Jeans and Leathers

Factory Outlet
6251 Quinpool Rd. 425-3515

""Best Quality, Best Prices"'

Guess Jeans 20% off

Buffalo, Request Jeans $50 with taxes

Gasoline Jeans (soevsshed) $44.95 with taxes
Canadian Lamb & Suede Jackets 30% off
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