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RED DEVILS FALL
TO MONCTON

by Frank Denis

UNB coach Mike Johnston
could do nothing but shake his
head in disappointment after a
very tough 54 overtime loss to
Moncton last Friday night at
the Aitken Centre. Johnston's
team played one of their
strongest games of the year but
wcre the victims of a missed
call in overtime that lead to
Moncton's game-winning goal.

With under two minutes left
in the overtime, a UNB and
Moncton player collided deep in
thc UNB zone. While the
referee and linesmen were
watching the two players, the
puck crossed outside the zone,
and a Moncton player brought
the puck back in. It was an
offside that all the players were
waiting to be whistled down but
it wasn't. Almost immediately,
thc puck was in the net and
Moncton was celebrating.
Johnston said after the game:
"The referee and linesmen
missed a call. It was an
obvious 3 or 4 foot offside that
cost us the game. The goal was
a weak goal but it is hard to
dectermine how much everybody
let up waiting for the whistle.
Evcrybody in the building was
waiting for the whistle." The
only whistle those in the
Aitken Centre would hear was
thc whistle that signaled the
Moncton goal. It was a
disappointing end to a game
that had been so well played by
thc home team.

Earlier in the season
Moncton beat UNB by a score
of 9-6. Since then the Red
Dcvils had steadily improved
and were waiting for the
rematch against the Blue
Eagles.

The game started out with
UNB having the majority of

scoring chances early. At 5:03
of the first period, Red Devil
forward, Steve Kippen
completed a beautiful 3 way
passing play between Mike
Sutherland, Kenny Murchison
and himself to give the Red
Devils the first goal of the
game. Before the period was
over, Moncton had tied the
score at one.

In the second period, UNB
lost their cool and took some
costly penalties, which was not
a wise move against an
opportunistic team like
Moncton. Moncton has a very
powerful powerplay, and it
resulted in them getting a power
play goal. At the end of two
periods the score stood tied at
three on UNB goals by
Sutherland and Murray
Nystrom. During the second
intermission, Coach Johnston
told his players that in order to
beat Moncton, they would have
to stay out of the penalty box.

The intermission talk given
by Johnston seemed.to have
worked, as the Red Devils
played very disciplined hockey.
They did not have to kill off a
penalty, in the third period. At
8:59 of the period Sutherland
scored his second goal of the
game to give UNB a 4-3
advantage. A little more than
three minutes later, Moncton
would once again tie the game.
In the final minutes of
regulation time, UNB had some
good scoring chances but
weren't able to put the puck
past the Moncton goalie. After
60 minutes the score was tied at
4-4 and for the second game in a
row, UNB was entering
overtime.

When the extra frame
started, UNB remembered last

weekend's heartbreaking loss in
overtime to UPEI and was
determined not to let it happen
again. The Devils come out

flying and had two scoring,.,.i

chances early in the overtime.
Then it happened. a missed call
by the linesman and shortly
after, the game was over. The
UNB Devils hounded the referee

but to no avail. The Moncton !

Bluc Eagles had won 54.
Johnston described the game
as being the first game his team
has played well the whole way
through. It was a complete
tcam effort. Scott MacDonald,

UNB's goaltender, had anothetu_

solid game in nets and
offcnsively Sutherland led the
UNB attack with 2 goals and
onc assist. Another strong
player for UNB was Dan
O'Brien. The 5'8" forward
played hard every shift and his
inicnse playing style led to
thrce Moncton penalties.
O'Bricn's name doesn't appear

on the scoresheet every game .

but he is an important reason
why the team is off to a
successful start this season.

The Red Devils will hope to
snap their two-game losing
strcak tonight at 7:30 PM in
the Aitken Centre. That's when
the UPEI Panthers visit town.
At 4-0, UPEI is currently the
only undelcated team in the
AUAA. Tomorrow, the Devils
will play another McAdam
Division rival - the Mt Allison
Mounties. Two weeks ago
UNB recorded a 3-1 victory over
Mt A in Sackville but dropped a

6-5 decision to UPEI in the”

Forum in Charlottetown.
Incidentally, Saturday's contest
commences at 2:30 PM .




