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Flashback: the Strax affair

By CAMPBELL MORRISON

Brunswickan Staff
Dr. Norman Strax, a

physics professor, was the
key figure in the 1.D. card
affair of fifteen years ago.

His affiliation with the
primarily disruptive
organization Struggle for a
Democratic Society, or SDS,
and the fact that he was
present on the three occa-
sions when there was con-
flict in the library over the
use of I.D. cards, seemed to
implicate him in the entire
disciniplinary problem. At
least, that was how UNB
President, Colin B. MacKay
saw the incidents.

On the Tuesday following
the weekend of confronta-
tion, the university took ac-
tion. President MacKay
suspended Strax; he gave
no reason for the suspen-
sion however, and that
seemed unfair to the many
students who supported

Strax.
The students supported

Strax over the university
because he was acting on
their behalf. His and their
cause were the same, but
he was being suspended for

his actions.
Part of Strax's suspension

was that he leave the
university grounds and
vacate his office within
twenty-four hours. In reac-
tion, the students occupied
and held his office, 130 Lor-
ing Bailey Hall, for some
weeks after. The action
became known as Llibera-
tion 130, and attrracted na-
tional news coverage by the

CBC.
Basically, the arguments

were thus: that Strax was
being unfairly suspended

for his beliefs concerning
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the implications of 1.D.
cards; but the university
was suspending Strax for
“disrupting the normal work
and activity of the universi-
ty, especially of the opera-
tion of the library.” While
Strax and SDS were espous-
ing ideals concerning
freedom of thought and
belief, the university was
acting on the way Strax
made his ideas known.

The university took legal
action to remove Strax from
his office, but Strax did not
show up for his day in court,
and was later charged one
dollar plus expenses for
contempt of court.

The nation wide coverage
of the incidents created

more - tension that would
have otherwise not existed.
The protests, counter-
protests (put on by the many
students who opposed
Strax), and sit-ins took on
much larger proportions
than the real incident called
for. The debate began over
identification cards, then
became part of the suspen-
sion of Norman Strax, and
finally became entangled in
a debate over freedom of
thought in action, and the
position of the individual
within a large institution.
Truly, this is one case
where the proverbial
“spark” touch off deeper
rifts withing a changing
educational institution.

BBA programs

The faculty of administra-
tion at The University of
New Brunswick in Frederic-
ton will offer a sneak
preview of graduate pro-
grams in administration
available in Canada and the
u.s.

Those interested in study-
ing for a Master of Business
Administration degree are
invited to attend the .infor-
mational seminar on Thurs-
day, November 17 at 7:30
p.m. in Tilley Hall, room
325.

A number of UNB faculty
will be present. James
Tolliver will speak on “How
to Select a Graduate Pro-
"gram” and Andrew Templar
will advise on how to take
the Graduate Management
Admission Test (GMAT).
Barrie Riome will offer a
survey of MBA progrmas,
while Dorothy MacNaught

will explain how to combine
the MBA with a law degree.
Andrew Templar will also
describe the Master of
Public Administration
degree offered at UNB and

‘elsewhere.

Don Harriman, co-
ordinator of health services
for the province, will discuss
administration of health
care programs. Heather
Davey, UNB counselling ser-
vices, will outline the
assistance available from
her department.

Graduate programs in ad-
ministration are normally
two-year professional pro-
grams for those with an
undergraduate degree in
any discipline. Those
already holding an
undergraduate business or
commerce degree may
qualify for an exemption
from all or part of the first
year of the program. -
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FRENCH FRIES LTD.

“SPECIAL”

Hot Hamburger Sandwich with home
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“PROSPECT STREET

style gravy, v Ib. of 100% Pure Beef
Pattie, Fresh-cut French Fries and peas

. ALL FOR ONLY $2.45
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The St. Thomas University

Guest Lecture Committee invites

The Honourable Mark MacGuigan

you

to hear:

Minister of Justice
speak on.

THE CONSTITUTION

AND ITS EFFECTS ON

MINORI

TY RIGHTS

DATE: Monday, Nov. 7, 1983
TIME: 2:30 p.m.

PLACE: Edmund Casey Auditorium

ADMISSION FREE
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UPPER ROOM!

Contemporary Christian
concert and Coffeehouse
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