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“Except in a few cases,
Japanese hospitals are dirty”, says
Ryuji Kitahara, UBC (University
ofy British Columbia) visiting
professor from Shinshu university
in Nagoya, Japan. .

Kitahara gave a lecture on
the differences between Canadian
and Japanese health services
at the U of A.

He added that even though’
the hospitals are dirty, there is a
low rate of infection.

A  major difference in

{ medical care between the two
countries is the absence of atten-
dants to service hospitalized
patients in Japan. Family
| members prefer to stay at the
} hospital to make meals and care
{ for the patient. /

"It is very expensive to
employ someone to care for the
patient’’, says Kitahara. "There is
highly developed medical
research but medical care is on a
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approximately twenty beds to
accommodate patients.

“The clinics are kept small to
avoid the problem of hiring
another doctor - There would be
too much = competition”, . says
Kitahara.

“Medicine is a centre for

male chauvinism (in
Japan).”
Japan has over 135,000

doctors but only ten per cent are
women.

“"Medicine is a centre for
male chauvinism (in Japan)”, said
Kitahara. "Most female doctors
work in accounting, reception

=

areas or pharmacies.” he says.

~ According to Kitahara's
charts, only 9.6 per cent of women
doctors are currently practising
medicine as compared to 95 per
cent of the male doctors.

Kitahara said that health care
benefits are available in Japan. A
government employee on a $30,-
000 salary pays approximately
$1,000 coverage for Eims_clf, his
wife and one dependant.

There are community health
centres but they are only for
examinations. Patients must go to
clinics or hospitals for treatment.

“Most of the community
centre doctors are 70 to 75 years
old”, says Kitahara.
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low level in Japan”, he says.

In Japan, doctors have the
most power and authority in the
medical field, with many acting as
hospital administrators. Four per
cent of the doctors do not use
hospitals but operate a private
clinic as a small hospital with
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CBC Television presents a new season of fine dramas which deal with topical and
controversial issues in a fresh, fascinating, and entertammg way.
FEBRUARY 28 "MARCH7 MARCH 14 MARCH 21 MARCH 28 APRIL 4
The story of a young An angry young killer... A light romantic A devastating look He’s a smooth, A repeat of last
Ottawa MP...a drama of is he really insane? comedy about credit at the enigma of charismatic televangelist. season’s award-winning
public ambition and A startling look at the card abuse. This is teenage depression and She'’s a depressed show about thg
: personal turmoil. legal system. Starring a love story! Starring runaways. Starring housewife. A powerful last hours of a big
it L Starring Fiona Reid. Patricia Collins Chuck Shamata Jennifer Jewison. look at a very city newspaper.
s, and John Wildman. and Celine Lomez. modern phenomena Starring Alan Scarfe
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