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THE BEST OARSMEN IN -AMERICA
How Canadians Have Corraled This Year's Trophies

By J. T. STIRRETT

TH1E outstanding feature of the rowng season
of 1911 bas been the excellence of Canadian
oarsmen. Trhey have swept away the prin-
cipal prizes at ail the important regattas,

whicb bave been beld on tbis continent, and have
made a creditable showing in England.

These are sweeping statements. Are they borne
out by the facts?

On July 4tb, at tbe Peoples' Regatta, beld at
'Piladelphia, the Argonaut Rowing Club, of To-
ronto, won the senior eight-oared race and tbe
senior single sculls. Iu tbe latter, E. B. Butler
proved his prowess as an oarsman fitted to, meet the
best scullers on the continent.

Tbe Nortbwestern International Regatta, held at
Duluth, on July 21 and 22, revealed the strength
of the Winnipeg Rowing Club,, of Winnipeg. At
this regatta tbe oarsmeu fromn tbe Red River won
the senior single sculls, junior and senior double
sculls, junior and senior fours, junior and senior
eigbts, and the pair cars f rom the best crews of
the Northwestern States. Winnipeg truly almost
wiped the slate dlean of ail colours but their own,
and maintaiued the traditions which lifted the
Stewards' Cup, at Henley last year. The club is in
a flourisbing condition and its recent successes have
attracted mauy promising members. Wben Western
energy and euthusiasm are applied to an car, records
may welI tremble.

The greatest regatta of North America is tbat
held annually by te National Association of Ama-
teur Oarsmen. This year the executive decided that
the contests would take place on Saratoga Lake,
Saratoga, N.Y., July 28 and 29, or a week in ad-
vance of the Royal Canadian Henley. The action
of the National Association was strongly disap-
proved of by Canadian oarsmen because it was a
departure from the long establîshed custom of hold-
lig the Amerîcan regatta after HenIey. In former
years, Canadian crews, if successful at their own
National regatta, conipeted at the American. Thei
change was a bardship for junior crews, because
if they entered the American intermediate contests,
andi were successful, tbey would be disqualified for
the Canadian junior races. Consequently, the suc-
ccss of the Canadian Henley was thrcatened to
some extent by the action of the National Associa-
tion. Ail Canadian clubs, save the Argnus de-

gians and cbased Magdalene College, the winners
of the Grand Challenge Cup. Also, their four won
the firàt beat of the Stewards' Cup.

At the end of the season, who are the best crews
and scullers in America? One answer is easy to
give-Canadians. It is almost as easy to place the
Canadians according to menît. The scullers are dis-
posed of immediately by putting Butler at their
head. In senior eights, the choice will be between
the Argonauts and the Ottawa Henley crews. The
Ottawa crew was a trifle faster, perhaps a. second,
over the Canadian Henley and National courses last
year. But tbey rowed in a sectional eigbt, while
the Argonauts used the old style of shell. This year
the Argonauts bave a sectional boat. Also they have
Geoffrey Taylor at stroke, and otber changes in the
crew. Tbey broke the senior record of the United
States this year and are, in tbe opinion of tbeir sup-
porters, a mucb faster and stronger crew than the
Ottawa eigbt, as tbey rowed last year. But it must
be remnembereti that the Ottawas have improved
,greatly as a result of tbeir winter's training and
English experience. To decide which crew would
win before 'tbe race is a task wbicb would puzzle
the experts, but it would be a contest worth going
miles to sec, In senior fours, with the possible ex-
ception of the Ottawa Henley crew, the, 4rgonauts
are fastest. They had also the best ligbt senior, andi
junior eigbts. Winnipeg probably bad the best
junior single and double scullers of the season. It
is peculiar to watch the effect tbat tbe production
of a bigh-class eigbt somettmes bas on a club.
Ottawa is tbe case'in point. Last year tbey stooti

A Melodramafic Touch
pOLITICAL campaigns sometinies arouse meni toPdo things that they wouldn't do at timnes whcu

no conflict is raging. A political worker who used
to do great service for the Liberals in the campaigns
in Ontario, and who hid- bis baldness by wearing a
wig, made several very cmnpbatic statemeints intendeçi
to turu the electors against the Conservative can-
didate.

A Conservative on the platformi was tbe rrext to
speak.

"Those statements are aIl false," be said, and,
snatching off the Liberal speaker's wîg, he added
with great empliasis, "Tbey'rc as false as the gen-
tleman's bain,"

Heckling

high in American and Canadian honours. This year
they had no National entries and their eight and two
fours were badly beaten at the Canadian Henley.
When the big fellows are being brought to, the fine
edge of physical perfection tbe smaller fry get littie
attention.

The Maritime Provinces Rowing Association,
which is affiliated with the C. A. A. O., bas flot
produced many scullers or sweep men of note this
year. True, Halifax has stili John O'Neill, but
John changed bis mind about rowing against Butler
at the National. He may well afford to do this be-
cause the National laurels were bis years ago, and
hie does flot need to make a reputation by encounter-
ing tbe coming men.

It is gratifying to learn that an effort will be
made tbis winter to organize new rowing clubs in
Montreal. Lacbine bas always suffered from. lack
of local competition. The greatest obstacle is tbe
absence of a good 'course within practice distance
of the city, but if the M. A. A. get bebind the.rowing
boom sometbing good may come of it.

What does this superiority of Canadian oarsmen
mean? 0f what significance is the fact tbat crews
from Winnipeg and Toronto swooped down on the
American regattas this season and carried away tbe
principal' prizes? Do tbese successful border raids
mean anythung? If one visits American and Cana-
dian regattas bie will notice certain tbings wbich
belp to answer these questions. In tbe first place,
the American oarsmen are rarely the equal of tbe
Canadian in pbysique. Secondly, tbey do not show
the samne external evidence of careful, sane, scien-
tific training. Tbirdly, tbe American crews are
nearly always beaten 'in the last minute. In otber
words, "they die in the stretch." Rowing is tbe
most exhausting form of exercise in the world. No
other sport requires such qualities of muscle and
endurance. Is it true that our northern climate is
more suitable for sucb contests than that wbicb is
nearer the "Sunny South ?" or, does it breed a more
ruigged race of men?

declared. "lt's a long way to bring my wîfe fror
Washington merely for a day or two, but I'm sur
she would like to come up-if it's worth wbile, Si
Wilfrid."

"I'm sure riotbing could be more delightful," re
plied the statesman, "than for any lady to sit oi
our beautiful Parliament Hill and see the rive:
below."

"But it's sucb a long way to couic for oùly a da,
or two,» went ou the newspaper man. "If we onlj
knew we sbould be bere a week or ten days, it migbý
be possible. It's pretty bard to be separateti frorx
one's wif e indefiuiitcly."

Laurier became almost fatherly. H1e patteti th(
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