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SI NCE man s a reigous, animal, the proposaI
to cousider how to make religion universal
may to somte, perbaps, sound strange. If bie
is a religions animal, is bie not naturaily re-

lIgions? In a sense, of course, one must answer,
yes. Man is naturally religious, incnrably religious,
as bas often been said; and most men are by nature
deepiy religions, there is reason to believe.

Then, if man is naturally religions, is religion

,not universal now? Iu another sense one mîust
answer, yes, again. The religions instinct in men
is universal, and, tbougb it may be dormant lu tbe
individuai, it cannot be eradicated f rom tbe race.

It is because religion is natural to men, and in that
sense universai, tbat the lowest known tribes have
some religions ideas and customs, and tbat the

lowest discovered tribes bave also had tbem. Wbîle

that, however, is significantly the case, sncb ideas

and customs are and bave been, for tbe most part,
very crude.

Man is an intelligent animal, «nd a certain
measure of knowledge is niversal; but bis mmnd

must bie cultivated, if knowledge is to become sys-
tematized. Man is also a moral animal, and a cer-
tain measure of morality is universal; but bis con-
science must be enlightened, if moraiity is to become
robust. Man is likewise a religions animal, and a
certain degree of religion is universal; but bis spirit
must bie discipliued, if religion is to become reflned.

S 0 it is no more strauge to consider how to make
k

1 religion universal than to consider bow to
make knowledge or morality universal. The real
question is bow to make pure religion, or practcgl
piety, the possession of ail men, by giving them an
adeqnate conception of the Deity and by getting
themi to be obedieut to bis wiil. In other words,
the snbject of tbis inuniry is bow to secure, to re-
ligion, wbicb will always bave a place lu buman
thongbt, its proper and appropriate place in buman
11f e.

Before tbat is doue it seems expedient to explain
what practical piety is. Wbat are the esseutiai ele-
meuts? According to the prophet Micab, we have
uoticed, tbere are three, uamely, doing jnstly, loving
mercy, and walking hnmbly; that is, morality,
bumauity, and bnmility. But, according to the
apostie Peter, there are in reaiity only two. These
are f earing Ced and working righteonsness, moralîty
and bnmanity being expressed by hlm lu the one
word rigbteousuess, wbicb, strictly speaking, in-
cludes tbem both.

Practical piety cousists lu reverence and rigbt-
eousness, or spiritnality and probity. These two
elements are very simple, but tbey are all-embracing,
for tbey imply rigbt sentiments and actions to-
wards the Creator, together witb rigbt sentiments
and actions towards bis creatues. A tmnly pions
person is inwardly spiritual and outwardly fruitful
-fruitful in kind feelings and good deeds. Tbese
characteristics prove bis piety to be genuine. One
wbo bas tbem knows wbat pure religions means,
and onewho bas themn nlot knows littieor uothiug
of its meaniug. A man wbo deals unfairly with
bis fellows, therefore, or denies tbemn equitable
treatmeut is not a tmnly pions man ; for piety is
niseless, not to say meaningless, wben it does not
make men righteous botb lu heart and in act. Re-
ligionis feeling withont righteons dealings is not
religion, but religiosity. It is merely pions senti-
mentality.

T HE explanation given makes it plain that al
wbo follow their naturai instinct quickened by

the Spirit of Trntb, doing the best and being the
best of which they are capable, are gennînely re-
ligionis; nay, ail wbo believe that reality rests ou a
spiritual foundation, and are good becauise of that
belief, living consistently lu hiarmony with their
convictions, are genuinely religions, too, whether
tbey realize the fact or not.

From what bas just been stated, it appears that
there are multitudes of men ontside the chnrcbes
wbo know what geuine religion is, for there are
multitudes whose nanies are not registered lu a
church roll who are feverenit and righteous because
of a conviction of Ced and goodness. Quite fre-
quentiy one hears it said of sanie person lu the
communty that be is a good mn, but not very re-
ligions. The presenit writer le persuaded that large
numbers of people are more religions than tbey
dlaim to he, and have more genuinie piety than tbey
are supposed to bave. Hie is also of opinion that,
throuigh non-participation lu public worship, many
a mani bas eitiier unchnrched hirmseif or allowed
hirnself to be unchurched.

Because pure religion presupposes spirituality
and fruitfulness in the sense expiained, no person
can be geuneiy religions by and for bimself. A
person may be religious by bimself for a while, if
forced to lîve apart or compelled by circumstauces
to dwell alone, but not otherwise for any length of
time, becanuse religion has a manward side, and re-
quires association to develop it. Hence it canuot
be fully developed by tbose eho witbdraw tbem-
selves f rom tbe worid and spend their days in re-
tirement, nor by tbose wbo, like the ancieut Culdees,
adopt a solitary service in an isolated ceil as the
highest expression of piety. Soiitary piety is
spurious.

QlEING primàirily a if e, religion is meant for
J- society, not for solitude. Ail true religionists
maintain that tbere is no sucb tbing as an inde-
pendent spiritual life. If such a if e were possible,
it would be powerless to mould society. Spiritual
11f e cannot be separated from business nor politics,
nor f rom any legitimate form of buman activity;
and any attempt at separation tends not simply to
sterility, but to spiritual death. For that reason,
most thoughtful people bave comne to see that.re-
ligion must take account of the organic nature of
society and pay attention to social probiems of
every kind; and the wiser among themn are teaching
that it must seek to euact better laws, to create
better conditions, and to secure better bomes.

How to bring religion to bear upon tbe lives of
men, not of individuals merely, but of communi-
ties and nations, is now engaging the best minds in
ahl parts of' Christendom. Iu what way is this to
be accomplisbed? Only a f ew paragraphis can bie
devoted to an answer in an article of tbis lengtb.

F IRST, it must bcdoue by the process of educa-

tains to human progress. We xnust teach tbose wbo
are nntangbt and bring tbem under propeir discipline.
But education lu religion should begîn with train-
ing in morality, becanse the latter is f undamental
to tbe former, aud both sbould be commenced in
cbiidhood. Wbile eacb cbuld bas its own peculiar
propensities, ail normal children are instinctiveiy
religious, not. innately bad, and most of tbem are
not immoral at the outset. Tbeir littie lapses in
couduct are owing largely, if not wbolly, to ignor-
ance; and tbey do wrong before *they know they
are doîng wrong. -Serions misdemeanors are often
owiug to the saine cause, nameiy, want of know-
ledge toucbing tbe moral qnality of actions. There
seems good reason to believe that, as a mIle, wrong-
doers become vicious or criminal from lack of moral
training ratber than from, choice. They do not
realize the enormity of tbeir offence tili after they
have committed it. More and better instruction
sbould be given in moraiity to yong people, and
cbldren sbould bie not only taugbt to discriminate
between right and wrong, but also trained to do
rigbt becanse it is right; for it is only by babitnally
doing rigbt becanse it is right tbat one develops a
righteons character. Then, as soon as oid enougb,
they shonld be trained to relate their actions, ahl
tbeir actions, to, the wili of the Supreme Being.
Iu this way tbey wiil become religions by becoming
reverent in mind and righteons in practice, and
rigbteons in practice becanse reverent in mind.

N UXT, we must bring religion to bear upon the
lie fmen by tbe use of moral snasion;-

tbat is, by persuading those who are indiffereut to
becomie earnest, and those who are unspiritual to
becomne devont. Ahl moral people are interested in
religion; and, whule there is a tendency to-day to
disregard some of its dlaims, few persons of in-
telligence are utterly irreligions. We must show
men that religion is a reasonable thing, and that
it is rational to be religions. The naturalness of
the instinct vindicates its rationality. We must
show tbem also that it is profitble to practise
morality lu obedieuce to tbe divine will, by always
acting in accordance with a spiritnally enlightened
conscience. We mnust show them furtiier that re-
ligion affords a great incentive to morality, as weil
as a great aid ln subduing native propensities. Iu
eacb of these ways, we may flot oniy get those wbo
neglect religion te, recognize its reasonableness and
appreciate its% value, but also get those who are not
activeiy religions to realize wbat tbey lose by their
inactivity.

T TEN, religion mnust be brought to bear upon the
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effort, that which is most needed is practical pietY
on the part of ail who are professedly religions. It
is concrete religion, or piety expressed in character
and conduct, that society requires. Much as edu-
cation and moral suasion may accomplish, and theY
can do a great deai, neither eau accomplish so much
as example, because neither is so subtie or so COn-
stant in its operation. Ail persons, therefore, whO
regard religion as a rational thing, ail who believe
it helps a man to develop bis character and keep~
his if e right, ail who think it incites hÎm to seek
the highest and to do bis best should combine t4o
spread practicai piety over the country and through-
out the world, first, by living in harmony wlth the
Something nlot ourselves that makes for righteous-
ness, and afterwards by ieading others so to live.
And ail who are religious at heart should bear in
mmnd that men become more spiritual and more use
fui by avowing their convictions, and thus pro
claxming their devotion to the soul of the universe

THUS religion wiîî become universal as a life,Tnot as an ism; and its genuineness will b
proved by right living, not by rigbt theoiogiziflg.
The resuit desired will not be attained by the or-
gauized agency known as the Church, because she
cannot do the whole of this work alone; she oust
have the assistance of ail who are interested in the
well-being of society and the upliftiug of humanity.
Hence ail good people should co-operate with the
Deîty for the realizing of self and the reudering of
service, each one feeling, if not actually sayingThc
world is my parish, to be reverent and rigyhteous rny
religion. For, in the last analysis, religion is per-

sonal devotion to God whicls leads to practical ser-

vice for mani, or communion zvitlt reality which re-
suits in bene fit to humanity.

Every one of them should do something for thosi
who are ignorant of its meaning or negiectful of
its dlaims. Combined effort is particularly needed
to awaken dormant impulses and to stimulate inti-
pulses that are partially aroused. Were it allowed
to occupy its proper place in human thought, re-
ligion would soon assume its proper place in humnaS
conduct. Then ail who believe in God, and aie
reverent on that accounit, wonid embody their be-
lief, or would strive to embody it, in a righteous life.

Britishn and Canadian Workmen
2904a St. Hubert,

Montreai, Que., March 16, 1912.

To the Editor, CANADIAN COURIER:

Dear Sir,-It- is with great interest 1 read th(
article in the CANADIAN CouRiSrR'entitied, "Britisf
and Canadian Workmen," by W. A. Craick. Whil<
hie bas deait very cleverly witb some of bis facts
others are absointely wrong. For instance,, h(
dlaims that 30 per cent. of the people in Birmingiari
live lu tbree or five rooms. 1 would like bis authoritý
for 'tbis. Again, bie takes us back eleven years
Now sur'ely be kuows tbat great improvement:
have taken place in Birmingham, and I claim tha
the people in Birmingbamü are -as well boused as il
anty city bere in Canada. Tbe working man bas a
six-roomed house (Balsaîl Heatb), or any othe:
locality around Birmingham, f&oi $6 a moutb clear
no taxes.

Again, I wonid like to correct the writer as re
gards wbat bie termns the '"Place underueatb thi
stairs." Perhaps hie is uot aware that the place h,
speaks of as a room without iigbt or ventilation i
marely provided for the storing of coal and woo<
and is net intended for a room. at ail.

I also take tbe liberty of correcting tbe write
about the tbree-storied buildings. Fromn my know
ledge of Birmingzham, 1 dlaim tbat tbe majority o
the workingmen's bouses are six-roomed, thre
rooms on the ground floor and tbree rooms upstair.,
withýyard (concreted) at thie rear.

Then wby did the writer omit to quote the price
of clotbiug-snits, boots, sbirts-whicb are very ini
portant, also the quality of tbe articles, as compare
witb those in Hamilton? In bis price-list I notic
eggs, 24c. a dozen. I the writer were lu Birming
ham at this time of the year, he wonld be able to bu
eggs 16 or 18 for 25 cents (bar the strike.) Il
does not mention the prices of lots of otber thing
wbicb the people need and use. Again, Birming
ham is not sitnated in so favourable a position a
Hamilton for produce and fruits.

Iu conclusion, 1 mnay say that tbe writer f ailed i
bis endeavour to place the true picture of Birmning
bami and the workingman s home. It must hav
been a wbule since be visited Birmingham. Takii,
the deatb-rate as he states-Birmingham 19.*8, ' air
ilton 13, from 1896 to 1905, it reflects credît to Bii
minghamn's sanitary conditions, for tben Birmiflg
bam bad nine times more people than Hamiilton.

JAMES SMITJI.


