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CANADA'S NATIONAL
40,000,000 Lbs. of Tea Every Year, and the Price ù~

CANADA'S eapt is one f the great natioal
tacts. Hlstory proves hils. It was Amer-
ica's eapot that madie Canada Illie beglu-
nings of a nation, lu 1775 Vhs peo-

ple Who Wens to i>elong te Vhe famuly -Of
Uncle Samn ohueked iute, Boston Harbeur a sblpload

of Vos. for which they were
askedti o pay taxes witheut
having memibers'in a Brit-
ish PaxLiaint. That
tempest in a Voapot werk-
eti eut Vo the American
Revolutiou wblsh endedti u
maktng Vhe Unitedi States
cme bal o! Nerth Amenica
andi Gaxadai the ther býalt.
By a curious coïincidence,
te4day the United, States
nas no great love for the
teapet. The whcle amount
of tea importedl into -the
Unitedi States lu s. year ls
a hundmed. million POunds,
wblJch inakeis a littie over
one Ponid a year per heati
o! population.

The ainount ef tes. an-
nus.lly consuniet ln Can-ada with less tliau a tenth
of ths population of the
UitsdStiates ls 40,000,000
lbs.; au average of five
gourds per lisad e! pepu-
doiton. So that Canada
may cIaim Vo rank amoug
tuhe teapot nations. The
Amnerican People go as
strong ou siffe asCa-
tItans do on tes.. Cana-

diaus are weak lu ceffes. Canada uses the ceffee
pot oily Vo the extient of about eue Poundi par lu-
haibitant y«w1ey.ý

N 0W the price of tes, as svory housellder lcuows,
ts going up. Sie the war the price hasa gene

.up ten cents a pounti, whlch is s. fbgger adi-
vauoe than bas Vaken place lu anythàng but seme of
Vhs main staples of production affecteti direetly by
the war. What Is the reasen? No armies are camp-
et on Vhe Vois plantationn or India, China, Japain andi
Ceylon. There is no intorferene witb produin
aind no real scariety of tea isaxes. The tes. planta-
ti-on growers have noV gene Vo war. There is uo
bligbt Or pestilence on the plantations. Iu facit, tIe
-tea growens are as Weil off V<-day as they ever were,
prOduclnig ais much týes as ever-aiit ait the sanie trne
getig more for lt. Tes. gos freely cver Vhe seven
sass, wbdls cotton is hîsld Up and regarôdt as con-
trabanit of var. Tes. la comng IaVe Canada as freely.,
as iV dld before the war. Thse ouly differene is lu
Vhe rates of iusuranise eauseti by the rlsk cf war
The cent of ralsing Voa s.L ne greeter tsan it usied to
be. Notiig chaingeis rancinl tilse faraway, dreamy
hlghlands whers the tea-plaint la Vhs chie! mens et
existence te illlions of people. But the wvenrd lIs
drlnilg tisa In 1915 moe tIen it dld lI 19t14; andl
ths ineason la ths var. The Uuilted Statese la noV tlp-
pllng orver tihe Veapot moren ithan usual. Canada la
noV tellilng ber fortunes in tes.eups more Vlan ahe did
before !ths wer. But Elurope has gone over te VIe
teapot. AnduitIf Elurope tales a notion Vo booat the
cusumptIan -of ta, Canada imust pay moire -for ber

yeairly 40,000,NO Ibs. andi thse United States for its
nearly 100,000,000 Ibs.

T HERE are s. few plac'es in Canada wh<erp the
economies andti he psychology o! tes. are as well

T undestoodas lu any part of Vhe venld. We
have no Liptons in Canada; but vs ha.ve a Loy mn
Who ha.ve ais uue te do with the tisa trade lu this
counctry as Stir Thomnas Lipton bas wlth tbe Ves.busi-
uss of Gireait &ritii. Among tibese caiptailas of tisa
Mr. P. C. LatrkVn, head of the Salada Tisa Ce., bas
parbaips the Ibest clalm te belng a Pioneer whe ihas
ibullt uip biisi tes. tirade te proportions that make IV
Oes of thie moei popular husinesses la Canada, Mr.
Lairkln bas b'een caÀled. "tbs tes. king of Àimeila "
Noboy r~ond lis ig tea.leaves andi tcapot estatb-
Ilshuenit dowes la ths lover part of Toronto vas
responsible for tbhe tItis. M'r. LaTlIdn binseif, lu a
littls uu¶pietutioaus Office elway frein the street, ias
ne particular luteirest in bein« nsgaa'd'd as a big
obus!. He ia a pxaiticaïl, steaman~mme srt of mian
whe bas leamnet muent of vhait bis knows in busLiees,
mlalIlng viVh people and studylng pulic questilons.
He managea to keep his own opinions, has
plsuity of thbsi, and bais no objection Vo handilag

fagioas <juite devolid of fris or E>enitlxnntal decora-
tl»ns. OnoB lu a wle he takes a hand int a neya-
pa4per sictimovsssy and 'alsu he doos he 'ranks as a
bard bitter tibsit kuova bey te put Vhs "punsch" be-
bind the opinion

Buiesbas been 'Mr. Lui'ln's igreect shool, anti

oa! ou hireat or a tew enuts a Poundt atideéd te thf,
prise of msait."

The mathematica1 piloblesu le 414 not take tinse
te 'work out. But supposes that Vihe average ,diuit lu
Cainadas takes tivo cups oftea at a misai or six cup3
of! tes. a day. Tsait means a pouind ot ta usin l
about forty days for the average tea-driuker--
esas the tisa-leaves are usest twloe as tbsy aire b

soins people. Whidi workçs eut te more Vlan znn
pourds Of tan a year for s. pension wIe drinks si
cups a day. And of ôourse as chbldres. don't
às a rnis drink tisa and. alarge nnsmber of people tale
cott es from onns te tibaee times a, day, it is <juiVe nsece-
sary for thie heihitual tea-dinikers sachl Vo get avay
with semewhere between nine andi tesn pountis
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lite lu the grocery trade wben the grocer dug a scoop
into a tes. cheet and ladt eut a peuud of tea into,
s. plece of brewn papier on the scales, and the faniee',
wlfo airrieti lt homie, thinking she had a pounti o!
gocti, f resh tee, when it was pretty wea.theibateîi,
shopworu stbuif. Tes. iu these ds.ys traveuisti fromn
whelesaler to installer ant frein retailer te consumer
Iu ibulk as It dos frein Vhs plantation te, the Wihole-
saler. 1V vas biaudiet la bulk, just 111e sugar and
coal-oîi and vlns$gar.

The Caiuadia.ns whe stili buytes. frein Ve groes r'
scoop and wegh iscales are very scairce just nov;
aud the tact that tes. bas corne te ths certiied leati-
pacivet stage whien it ca.be bought sud handIsti as
easqiiiy wilthout vaste or dete-riozaVlon as a jar of
pickles, is due iu a very great degree to Mr. P. C.
Lankin. lit was sald ef him net long ago by s. vniter
in a welMIIovuY Cainadien v>aier:

"The sVory ot how the youug traveller In greceriea
persuat istilI usitoners that selllug tes. in bulk was
aniquated anti Intreduceti Britisih packet tes. frein
Halifax to Vanceuver is one of the romances of Can-
adiau business."

BT Min. Lainkin bas neveir reegnizet amiy romance
In bis business. Ho ta tee pracitIca Hoe va-s
frfteeu yeaxs advertliilng Salada tes, in Canada

before ths public generally geV te know much. "Jout
1-at least In Toronto. lu those desys hie wimetimes
matis lit a practIos to, go luto a store anti buy siome-
Vbing that lo aslet to, bave sent dowu te Vhe Salada

-Hiow do you spelI tIat, DIr," asketi thbe dlerk al-
mosit lnvariably. Anti, "where are the offices, sir?"

Tbat was proihsbly ilefors that big siectRie, aliter-
naViag sign. went, up over the establlshmuent sipelling
ont SALADA Vo Vhs people u the torryboats.

"No," s*aid Mm.' Larln bluntly, when Interylewest
by Vhsq "Couîor" on thse subject cf Vea andtihs var,
"1tsa ta net aitter ail se muel ot au ecenomie ,Probliei
Vo tIe average porsion, even Iu Canada whers vs
consume five pountis o! tea every year per heati ot
populaion. Ses-a good cup of tes. requires on1y a
sixVeeuth o! au ounce of gooti tes. les.!. Oue pourd
of tes., therefere. is good for 256 dupa of tes.. Au-
extra few cents on a potuud of tes. memis mucih less
te the oonsnmisrs cet of living than an extra sent a-

-130 1 <SIolft looK irm alIy UIMU9 LU L.
least noV for soins turne te corne,
over," sali Mr. Lazn.n "I cabled 1
the oVIer dlay lie go up a penny a
have tise tea-biecause Peopil VIh

dikr.IVnsayr be--nobedy eau-
that *,th Vils ulywead trecnd lu tsa .P

enreas Vhe4Ii plata)tJoaa V-o snob ý
price vVll go dovu aigain. But ait P
di4 any' such thling.Y

Stili Çoing Up
of tea each year, if the consuinptlon of tes. in t
le to be kept Up as it has been for the ps.st
years to -about 40,000,000 lbs. a year.

"A great many people drink nothing else bu
said Mr. Laqna 'Many retail grocers don't
keeping cottese, hommue tliey find no demafld
Croffee is mors expeusive, is much harder to
and the average cofEeemaker ls by no mneXs i
oessful as the avierage tea-maker in gettîng a
breîw."

No one wtho bas bad expeinience with the g
rum of caffee served out at îrestauirants and
and even pivate hoenes, could flud muoh to. or
l that stateiment. In the Ujnited States coffee
of the alleged fine arts; iu Canada an experin

MR. LARKIN wen.t on: "The p.rloe cf te
gone up ten cents a pouLd since the, wi
is stilM godug up. It wili continue to

And if the war 8hould stop to-fnorrow I doii!t
the price 0f tiea would go downv agalu to anyth1Ill
whact lIt was a few yeare ago."1

"Why?" bis was asked.
"Flirst of ail," waz the reply, ",becuse teS.

te go up soene time befone thle war. It had tc
or the t-es.grower must raleetea at almost 11e
if noV sonetimes at a loss."

In tihe days wbien the sitaindaird of iviing was
than 010w, tea was less of a beverage In, soine
greait coaisuming ceuntrles. Tes. ou the plant
heaume sumeewhat of a -drug on ithe iarklet.
ait the atictions did 'very little bldding up.A
cent a poluud advanoe at an auction was cUTL0J
rather startdng. The tea-grower iaïd very fe
Vo, îeduce the ceai of production. If hos degradE
quality cf lis tea ýthe tîester refused ît; and the
Inig and tasting neirves of the tea-tester are as
,as the seent cf beastis of prey. In Vhe Street le
Mr. Lýark.n' ffice theire Is an Open tea-mom
baittery of tea-cups, a couple of green teapots,
tde on a gaise tove, a pair of sc>ales and a line c
packets open. Here the tester gets, in bis finle
Vrying cuit the quailies of ýteins fren vaa'Vouis P~
tions and varylng alititudes, in ordor to get th4
ticular l' >efd tihat le la aftar up to his own staI

,so,"l continqued Mr. La.rkln, decllining to
verted from the track by any casiuai querles,
tea-grwlnýg beosime rýelatively uiprffabl
growers ceased te exteud tbefr Pliantations. S«
thein wenit LnVe riubbsir îbeiause there. ws
xnoney in rubber. And rubber eso wient doWn'-
caun find th fue s =me thing on Cainadim£,farns. If '
or beains or caittle or hiay go Vo top pries evOr
wiants to lproduce wheat or ibetain or mutile 61
The prisce goes dc>wi ýagaln-nauTally; though 1
so mankiet a degree as in tihe price of tea."

"How dos the visible sluppl7 a.ffecV tbait?", b
asiketi.

"Weil, In the case of tes., there Îs no greait V
supply as theqre is in whieeit or cotton. Tea 1.5 E
ishable produet, verY senslitive te climatic c118
Great bulks of tea can't 4>e stored for long Pe
e.ft lim. The productioni of ta lis as nearly aý
sible direct frein ithe plantation to, the teiPOt
the bea-plaut lis onsitaintlY >grOwlug; SO tha't te
the stiandad of a tea-4blond up lit lis necessai'7
ceontinually testing. Wbsxi Vhe Production Of~
csased te expand the prioe begaz te go i.W.
began a few years ago. In flve years Vhs P5ib
tea, bas advanced on au average about fifteSil
a pound ."

"ýAnd aibouV ton cents of tilat la since Vhe

,«Well, Vhe armies are drlnking Vos.," hie sald,
Vs the easiest thlug Vo, make for an anrLY. No
eaun be bothiered wlth coffee, qecause iV la to
trouble. B3efore the war the C(rmna werle Ltw~
drlnkers. Nîw the German armiýes are diriulk19
Thei French and th1e Rusisian aind the British e
are teadrinkers. And yen may be sure ta
army camnp VIense is no great eceony but Il
doal of waste in the -use 0f tes.."

"ýHad tIe prohlbitiSo f ajcoholde lbquors nlVIM
do w~ithi the relative onosusptliou -O t8a?"

-Very directly. Russa was alwa;Ys a tade~


