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truth lie iever expectcd to lucar
them any more.

CHAPTER XVIII.
ALAN FALLS ILL.

After the departure of the mnesseil
gers a deep melanclioly fel uipes
Alani, who was sure that hie had no%
no further hope of commnunicatin,
with the outside world. Bitterly dhý
lie reproach himself for bis folly ii
llaving ever journeyed to this hatefu
1lace iii order ta secure-what'
About £Ioo,ooo worth of gold whicli
of course, lie neyer would secure, aý
it would certainly vanish or be stoler
o1n its way to the coast. For this gohi
lie had become involved in a dread-
fuil complication which wotild cost
himi inucli misery and, scorne r or later,
life itself, Sinice lie could flot rnarrv
that beautiful savage, Asika, and if hie
refused lier she would certainly kilI

imii in hier outraged pride and fury.
Day by day she sent for him, and

whlen bie came, assumed a new char-
acter, that of a wornan humlbled lw
a sense of lier own ignorance, which
she was anxious ta amend. So lie
m1ust play the raIe of tutor ta lier,
telling hier of civilised peoiples, their
laws, customs, and religions, and in-
structing lier bow to write and read.
She listened and learned submissively
enougli, but aIl the wlile Alan felt as
one miglit who is called upon to teach
tricks ta a (lrugged panther. The drug
in this case-was lier passion for hima,
which appeared to be very genuine.
But when it passed off, or wlien hie
was obliged to refuse lier, .what' hie
wondered, would liappen then?

Anxiety and confinement told on
him far more tlian aIl the hardships
of his journey. His'bealtli ran down.
hie began to faîl ill. Then, as bad
luck would bave it, walîing in that
damp, unhealthy garden out of whicli
lie miglit flot stray, lie contractied the
germ of sOme kind of fever wliich
in autumnn was very cammon in this
poisanous climate. Three days luer
lie became delirions, and for a week
after tliat hung between life and
deatli. Well was it for him tliat bis
medicine cliest still remained intact,
and that, recognising his awn symp-
toms before bis bead gave way, lie
was able to instruct Jeeki wbat druzs
to give him ait thie different stages of
the diseuse.

For the rest bis memaries of that
dreadful illness always remained very
vague. He had visions of Teeki and
of a robed waman whom hie knew ta
be the Asika, bending over' him con-.
tinually. Alsos it seemed to him that
from time ta time lie was talking witli
Barbara, whicb even then lie knew
must be absurd, for how could tliey
talk acrass tliausands of miles of
land and sea?

At lengtli bis mind cleared sudden-
ly, and lie awoke as from a nightmare.
ta find liimself lying in tlie hall or
room where lie bad always heen, feel-
ing quite cool and without pain, but
sa weak that it was an effort, ta him
ta lift his liand. He stared about
him, and was astonished ta see tlie
white head of Jeeki rolling uneasily
ta and fros upon the cusliions of an-
other bied near by.

"Jeeki," lie said, "are you ill, taa,
Jeeki ?"

At the sound of that vaice bis re-
tainier started up vialently.

"Wbat, Major, you awake ?" lie
said. "Then thanks lie ta aIl gads,
whiite and black, yes, and yellow, too,
for I thouglit your goose cooked. No,
na, Major, 1 nat HI, only Asika say
sa. Yau go tai lied, sa she make me
go ta lied. You get warse, slie treat
me cruel; you seemn better, slie stuif
me witli f'od till 1 burst. Ail be-
cause you tell lier that von and I die
samne day. Oh, Lard! poor Jeeki
tliink bis end very nlear just now, for
hie know quite well that slie not let
hum breathe ten minutes after vol'
peg ouit. jeeki neyer pray so liard

)f for aniyone before as lie pray this
week for yuu, and by Jingo! 1 thinl
lie, (da the trick, lie and that medicinE
stuif, whîch niake hiîn feel very had
in stomach," and hie groaned as under
the xveight of bis înaîîy mîseries.

WXeak as lie was, Alan began ta
Vlaugli, and that laugli seeîned ta (la

him more good than anything that hie
could remenuber, for alter it lie was
sure that hie would recaver.

Just then au agonized whisper
reaclied himi from Jeeki.

"Look out !" is said, "here came
Asika. Go sleep and seemi better, Ma-
jor, please, or I catch it hot."

Sa Alan almost shut bis eyes and
lay still. In another moment slie xvas
standling over him, and hie notîced
that bier hair was dishevelle(l and hier
eyes were red as thougli with weep-
ing. She scanned imi iintently for a
little while, then passed round to
where Jeeki lay and appeared ta, inchi
bis ear so liard that hie wriggled anti
uittered a stifled groan.

'1How is your lordl, dog?" she xvhis-
l)ere(l.

"Better, O Asika, I think that last
miedicine do us good, thaugh it make
mne very sick inside. Just naw hie
spoke ta mie and said that lie hoped
your heart was nat sad because of
him, and that aIl this time in bis
dreams lie had seen and thouglit of
nabody but you, O Asîka."

"Did lie ?" asked tbat lady, becom-
ing intensely interested. "Tlien tell
me, dag, wliy is lie ever calling upon
one Bar-bar-a? Surely that is a wa-
man's name?

*"sYes, 0 Asika, that is the naine
of bis maother, also of one of bis sis-
ters, whom, aiter vous lie loves best
of anyane in the wliale world. Wlien
you are liere lie talks of them, but
when you are nat liere lie talks of no
one but yau. Althougi lie is sa sick,
lie remembers white man's custom
wbich tells liim tliat it is very wrong
ta say sweet things ta lady's face till
lie is quite married ta lier. After tliat
tliey say tliem always."

She laoked at him suspiciously, and
muttering, "Here it is atlierwise. For
your own sake, man, I trust that yau
do not lie," left him, and drawing -a
stool up beside Alan's bed, sat berself
down and examined him carefully,
touching bis face and liands witli lier
long, tliin fingers. Then noting liow
white and wasted lie was, of a sudden
she began ta weep, saying between her
salis:

"Oh!1 if yau sliould die, Vernaan, 1
will die also, and bie born again, nat
as Asika, as I bave been for so înany
generatians, but as a white womnan,
tliat I may bie witli yau. Only first,"
slie added, setting lier teetb, 'Il will
sacrifice every wizard in tbis land, for
tbey bave brouglit tlie sickness upon
yau by their magic, and I will burn
Bonsa-Town and cast its gods ta, melt
in the flamies, and the Mungana witb
tbem. And then amid tlieir ashes I
will let out My life," and again sbe
began ta weep very piteously and ta
cali him by endearing names and
pray him that lie would nat die.

Naw Alan thouglit it time ta wake
up. He opened bis eyes, stared at
lier 'vacantly, and asked if it were
raining, which indeed it miglit bave
been, for lier big tears were falling
an his face. She uttered agasp of joy.

"No, na," slie answered, "the
weather is very fine. It is I-I wbo
bave rained, because I tliougbt youi
(lie." She wipcd bis foreliead witb
the saft linen of ier robe, tben went
an, "But you will not die; say that
you will live, say tliat you will live
for me, Vernaon.

"I hope tbat I sliall live," he an-
swered. 'Il am bungry, plieuse give
me same foad."

Next instant there was a tumuit
riear by, and wlien Alan looked ui
again it was ta see Jeeki, very ligbtly
clad, flying tlirougli the door.

(Tou be con tinued.)

THE STANDARD LOAN
COMPANY

CAPITAL $1,125,000
RESERVE 50,000
ASSETS 2,250,000

Vice-Premident and Managing Director:-
W. S. DINNIOX.

Direotor:
RIGHT HONORABLE LORD 8TRATH-
CONA AND) MOUNT ROYAL, K.O.M.G.

HEAD OFFICE:
24 Adelalde St. East, TORONTO, ONT.

Debentures for one, two, three, four
and five years latied, bearlng interest
at five per cent. per annum, payable
half-yearly.

Write for bookiet entitled IlSOMit
CARDINAL, POInTS."

CAN/%DIAN
IIOTEL DIRECTORY

TORONTO HOTELS

King Edward Hotel
-]ireproof-

Accommodation for 750 geta. $1.50 Up.
Âmericau. and Buropean Plane

Palmer House
2W0 Booms. $2.00 up.
Amerioan and European.

ONTARIO HOTELS

Caledonta Springs Hotel
(C. P. Ry.l

CALUDOIA SPeMIOO, OINT.
Ametoian, Plan, *8.00 up.

Accomodtonfor200 Gueula.
The New Rtusseli

OmrlAWl, CANADA
250 rooma.

Ainean Plan $8.00 to $5.00.
Europ.an Plan 01.50< tu M50.

8150,M0.00 spent upson Improvements.

MONTREAL HOTELS
The Place Viger (C. P. Ry. I

American Plan, - *8.50 up.
Acoommodation for 200 Gueula.

QUEBEC HOTELS
The Chateau Frontenac

(C. P. Ry.>
Ainerocan Plan, - $8.00 up.
Accommodation for 480 Gueules.

MANITOBA HOTELS

The Royal'Alexandra #C. P. Ry.%
WINNPUG, MAti.

Entropéan *2.00. , merican, $4.00.
Accommodation for M00 GueuWe

-BRITISH COLUMBIA HOTELS
Glacier House 'C. P. Ry.)

GLACIER. B. 0.
American Plasn * 8.50u.
Accommodation for 100 ousu,

Hotel Vancouver sC. P. Ry.I
VAxcouvula, B. O.

Amuerian Plan - 8.60 up.
Accommodation for 400 Guesrts.


