
Ontario Forest Fires of the Past Summer.
Many Towns Threatened and Much PropertyDestroyed.

The forest tires of the fore part of the
past sommer xviii make the season memorable
to the residents of Fort William, Port Arthur,
Rainy River, Fort Frances and other towns
and districts of the western part of Newv
Ontario. Many rural dxvellers lost crops,
buildings and other possessions, in some
cases ifl thev had, and e\'en somne of the
towns were in peril, help in une instance
having to be suinmoned fron Winnipeg.

The tires of the early part of June finoted
in the June numbe:- of the CANAnIAN 1'0REST1RY
JOURNAL) showed no abatement during the
latter part of the month. l'le wvçatl'er con-
tinued dry, the only rains that came being
very light. The force of fire raângers was
greatly incieased, whole train loads being
despatched to some danger points. The
losses wvere confined, according to Honl.
Frank Cochrane, almost wholly to limit-
holders and settlers, little of the provincial
land having been burned over. Many limit-
hoiders suffered severelv. According to re-
ports received at the provincial department
of Lands,, Forces and Mines, Toronto, the
fires were almost invariably caused by rail.
ways.

The first of Julv found the village of La-
valle ini great danger. A~t the request of

thte inhabitants of the village, the town of
Fort Frances-sent down a tire engine to pro-
tect the buildings. The womnen and childrea
were sent to, Fort Frances, the contents of
the houses packed in box cars ready for re-
moval, and the men of the place joined the
railway section gangs in flghting the fires.
The tire was finally fought off.

At Devlin much loss was caused the pro-
vincial governiment of Saskatchewan, whichi
lost a great many telephone poles that were
piled there, and t0 the Canadîan Northern
railway company, which lost several thou-
sands of poles and ties and a large quantity
of cedar poles. The holel and station were
burned, also a sawmill and the schoolhouse.

Throughout th'e townships of Burris, Dance
and Crozier, there were miany ires, and the
village of Stanley had a narrow escape.
Silver Mountain, twenty miles fromn Fort
William, also reported large tires. The, vil-
lage of Emo was al-so threatened, and sev-
oral construction camps were consumed.

The Canadian Northern Railway is re-
ported to have lost a hunidred boxcârs and a
nunmber of stations throuzhout New Ontario,'
besides many water tanks and other build-
ings.

Along the line of the Algomia Central rail-
way haIl a dozen construction camps and
large quantities of explosives and supplies
xvere consumed. Residents in O'Connor and
Conmee townships, according to rtturns fur-,
nished by forest rangers, lost in the aggre-
gale over $20,000.

la the Nipigon reserve a gond deal of
lo-s xvas caused by the carelessness of labor-'
ers on railwav ýcoiistruction. As the flUes
wvere troublesome, many 'sinudges' wvere
lîghted to keep themn off, and quite a num-
ber of the 'siiodges' developed into, serious
t
ire-s.

A telegraphic despatch stated that about
ahundred miles west of Cochrane acn

struction camp on the Grand Trunk Pacitic
Railway was burned on Jolv to, and the
men had to lake to the Vallenlyne (?) river
an<l stand up to their necks in ivater te, save
their lives.

During the third w'eek of the month,
Kenora became a lire centre, though the
tires did not resuit x'ery seriouslv. Fires were
reported on the west banik of the Winnipeg
river, north nf Keewatin, considerable tim-
ber being destroyed. On the afternooa of
the 3oth a settier niear Ostersun, \vho was
tighting tire, xvas unabie to check it, and
had, with his wife and childrea, to get into
a near-by lake iin order to preserve their
lives. About a week Inter, at Keewatin
Beach, a summer resort near Kenora, two
cottages were destroyed by a ire which caught
from, the woods, and some childrea xvith their
nurse had a narrow escape.

The worst ire of the month, however, oc-
curred at Rainy River on JUlY 21 and 22.

During the two days the town wsas in im-
minent danger. For a distance of two miles
on the north side of the town onlv the main
track of the Canadian Northern Rail%,,ay sep-
arated it f rom a iercelv borning tamarack
forest. At four p.m. o11 july 22 the wind
changed and the toîvif wvas' relieved. As-
sistance was sup,,tioned and received from
Fort Frances, Beauýdette (Mina.), Kenora and
Winipeg. Backtiring was successfully re-
sorted to in order to save the Canadian
Northern railway station and roundhouse.
The Rat Portage Lumber Co. 's miii was in
great peril and was saved onlv by' the efforts
nf a large number of men. Fortunately a
heavv ran came On July 23 and the following
days, exi-ing-uishing, the 'flames.


