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Trees whîlc living are subject to the attacks of varlous plant
enLýmjes, rnainly fungi and bacteria, and when dead are immedij.
ately Set upon by a legion of other tuembers of the samne grouips.
BiOlogicaîîy, the'first set are parasites, for they derive their nour-
ishmnent from tho life strearls or stores of their hosts, and thelatter are saprophytes, for they obtain the¶ir livelihod from deadtissues and plant remains. The parasite is of iflterest to the
biologfIst in that it presents a three-sided. struggle ln the fight for
existence, the struggle betweefl the parasite and the !iost on1 the
one hand, and betweexi the host and its uninfecteci feows 01, the
other. Mlore than one terrJfl5f1ofl is possible in such a struggle,
but in mnost cases the greatest desideratumn of the economiist is the
evolution of a form tliat is proof against attack. The saprophyte
is ef interest becauise it is a factor in the breaking up Of comnplex
organic compotinds (incidetaIY ridding the earth of vegetable
debris), and restoring ainto soul and air the sÎiple food mat-
eriais essenitial to the eitence of present and future generations.
Without the rest<>rato of those ail life would soon cease to~ be,for the reserves of pinused food substances in nature are too smiail
to allow for a break in tlxeir circulation.

The forester, the luimbermnan, and the WQOd-suer lookat these wood-*ttadding bacteria and fungi f rom a somewhatdi«ferent standpoint. To tbenm the Parasites are the causes ofthe <deformtion. stunting, and death of greater or smaller'quan-
tities of timber, decreasing and ckpreiating the supply, and pro-Viding niaterial for destructive fires; and the saprophytes are th,
cause Of Certain rots and discolorations, resuitig frequentJy in

teruin of sa.wn but unused timber, and the necessity for the
L'tutimnely reuewal of 8tach as has been Put into use. There ishience a demaid. made by tbemn of the eolomic botanist for twofings, first, the prevenin of furtheu infection in the forests, and4


