30 23rd OCTOBER. . A, 1873

¢ willipg, a3 & Member of the House of Commons, to obey its commands in reference to any
* Parlismentary dutios it might imposs upon me; in that view I did notshirk the ardnous
“and unenviable position of a momber of this C'ommittee of Kaquiry, as being part of the
« labm}r and duty to which a member of Parlisnent is bound to submit ; but if, instead of
‘“ moviug for the appointmeat of n Commitice by the House, the Government had pro
“ posad to nama ms on a Commission for tha purposs of this enquiry, I would then cer-
“ tainly have declined the propose:l Commission, [ cannot see why I should now accept it,
“ when it ssems to me that tho effuct of issning such u Commission would be to supersede
“the Committee, and more especially in view of the declaration you made immedintely
“hofore the adjournment of the Seasion in veference to Mv. Slike and myself, that wa
“ ghould not have consented to sorve on the Committee, that men in our positions in Kng-
“land wonld not have donoe 80, and that you coull not expoct any fair play ot our hands.
“This alone should he a sutlicient roason why I hunbly believe I should not be called
“upon to accapt a Commission from the Government of which you are tha hewd, afor
“ your public declaration, made in my abicnce, of my unfitnoss to perform what the Com-
“ mission would impose on me. .
“ [ have the honour, &e.,

(Signed) “ A. A. Doriox.”

“ MONTREAL, July 3.

“8rr,—I have the honour to acknowlolge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd
“inst., enclosing n copy ot a letter addressed by you to the Hon. Mr. Cuneron, ns
“ Chairman of the Pacitic Railway Enquiry Committee. 1 eannot agree in your
“ statement that the acceptance of n Royal Commission woulil enable the Committes to
“ proceed with the enquiry and the examination of witnesses on oath. The Committee is,
~ “ [ believe, unenimously of opinion that the ncceptance of tho Commission would not
“ ensble the Ccmmittes to make progress, and that the action of the Commissioners
“ (whether or not thoy be the saamo porsons as those who constitute the Committes) wonld
“ he entirely disconnected from the nction of tho Comumittee. Sharing their opinion, T am
“called on to consider whather I should nocept the offer made by the Government, ofa
“ Royal Commission addressod to the gentlemen who happen to be members of the
* Committee, calling on them to euquire into the matters of charge preferred in tho state-
“ment of Mr. Hunlington. I bolieve that it would Lo of evil consequence t> create tho
": precedent, of a Govel'x‘.t_nupt issuing o Commission of enquiry into matiers of A charge
. ugainst itself, the Conmissioners, being as they are, subject to the directiou and coutrol
. of the accused. I believe that the ncceptance of suck a-Commission would be opposed to
. the scnso of the_ House of Commons, as manifested by ity action last Session, and would,
» whder present circumstanocs, be calculated to prejudice the enquiry ordered by the House,
. 'Fl‘ &0 impair the full and efficient exercise of its most ancient and impertant powers.
. of‘:u nc:une of Commons, does not, I think, expect thut the Crown o1 any one else, loast
 wale ; Members of its own Comwittee, will interpose between itself and the great en-
. ?ntey-' ich it hnq undertaken, Apart from these and other difficulties, you have yourself
o of Cm a limmer to iny ncveptance of your offor.  During my absence from the House
“ to fulfil &?am Seasion, you stated in your place that I had done wrong in.not declining
« Faglish s uty of Committeeman, which had bten imposed on me by the Honse, that
“ 1o o as leud o 0 in my position—which, hoxynver, you n?is-smtod-woul«l ha ve scorned
“ ment eould not m"tfl that my F.ipeochcs during the Session ghowed that your Govern-
 to theso ﬂbﬂt.emamx. y allr play from meon theenquiry. Ishall not condeseond to reply
“that T wus not free ut I have to say that althouga I reluctantly came to the conclusion,

ree to o to serve the House of which 1 am a Member, I do not

[ ﬂ“'nk 3 : )
& 1t conaiatent with my nelf-respect tq acoept the Commission here offered hy a Miu-



