
CANADA LEGISLATURE :-ANSWERS OF THE

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 3d January 1830.
SIR,

HE great diversity of opinion which prevails in this province on almost
I every subject of political interest, and the. difficuity which I have expe-

rienced since my assumption of the Government in obtaining.correct information

upon several important topics to which you called my attention in your Despatch
of the 29th Septembera 828, ,have prevented my replying, at a. earlier period,
to that part 'of it in"which you require me to afford you information respecting
the Legislative and Executive Councils.

You are pleased, in that Despatch, to desire me to report to you, Wliether it

would be expedient to make any alteration in the general constitution of these
bodies, and'especially how far it would be desirable to introduce a larger pro-
portion of members not holding office at the 'plcàsure of the Crown; and if it

should be considcred desirable, how far it .may -be practicable to find a sufficient

number of persons of respectability of this description?

Tfle Paper, No. 1, which I have the honour herewith to transmit to you, vill
afford you, I trust, all the information which you desire in respect to the present
composition of the Legislative aid Executive Councils.

The former consists, as you will observe, of twenty-three members, and of
these, twelve hold offices under the Crown; seven are large landcd proprietors
unconnected with the Governrent; thrce are merchants, also unconnected with
the Government; and one member has been absent from the province for several
years; sixteen of the number are Protestants, and seven are Roman Catholics ;
eight are natives of the province, anel fifteen are natives of the United Kingdom,
or born in other countries.

The Executive Council coisists, at present, of nine members, of vhom only one
is entircly unconnected with the Government two are naives of the Canadas,
and all are Protestants exccpt one Roman Catholic miember.

After giving the subject rmy best consideration, I confess that t am not, at

present, prepared to point out any material alteration in the general constitution
of either of the Councils which it wvill be expedient to make ; but I an humbly of
opinion, that it will be very desirable to introduce, by degrecs, a larger proportion
of inembers not holding offices at the pleasure of the Crown into the Legislative
Council, and that the Judges (with the exception of the Chief Justice of the Pro-
vince) shotld not be, in future, appointed to seats in either of these bodies. i an
furthe disposed to think that it w'ill be expedient to appointone or. two of the
Most distinguished memnbers of the Flouse Of Assembly io the Executive Council,
with the view of giving the popular branch of the legislature confidence in the
local government, an ohject, it appears to ne, of the greatest importance to the
peace, prosperity, and happincss of the colony.

The threc gentlemen that , have recently had the honour of recoimmnding t
His Majesty for seats in the Legislative Council are large landedc proprietors in

the


