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the best methodi;, a vear is flot cousidered too lonY to
lay well the founidation for intelligent, lîealthifil,
rational work in arith met ic, lu thle thoroug-li know-
ledg-e of the first ten rîunbers. If it eau be done li

Iess tirne-bv ail meaus dIo ItLu iness, If more is required

give It.
WVhen should figutres be tatiglit? In general, the

ioncge r thev are deferred the uetter. ILt muýt not be
forgotten that nunmbers are not li gu res. and that thle

objeet of t he teacher shouild he to teaclî t he formier
rather than the latter. Ar îthrnet c prati ce is 100

often a mere juggling witlî figures. instead of reaso-LI

ing about numb-ers. In niost cases it will be safest.

undoubtedlv, to defer the teachîng, of figures untîl

the first tea numbers are thoroughlv learuied.
Tnnv,. N. S_ Maivh (,th. Iç,ý

MKusio in the Schools of Nova Scotia.

Dr. Allison, in his last report. verv trnilv savs:
The important subject of music cannot be said to be on a

satisfactory footing in our schools, nor indeed t0 have ev er

been so. I arn pcrsuaded that the reported fig.ures convey
an exaggerated impression regarding the arnount of atten-
tion which this branch reallv receives, while, of course ther
are even less reliable as indices o! the nature and value o!
the instruction imparted. The matter bas been prettv rnuch
Ieft to take care of itself. and teachers and local authorities

should flot be held to account for the povertv of resuit ac-

companying this want of system. It is time that (lefinite

attention should be directed to this important instrument-

alitv o! culture, and it is proposed to bave tbe whole subject

carefuily considered at the ensuing meeting of the P>rovin-

cial Educational Association. Our scbcols should not be

îeft without some tolerably speciflc instructions for their

guidance.

With reference to the best systemt of musical nota-
tion, he speaks very plainly, and bis authorities are
very weighty:

The claims of the Tonic-Sol-Fa systemt of reading music
are deserving o! careful consideration. This svstemn essen-
tially consists in the substitution for the ordinary staff no-
tation, which is capable o! being mastered only by compara-
tiveir mature minds. of a mucb simpler and radically differ-
ent one, the principles of which are entirely within the grasp
o! children. It is now in universal use in the Pub>lic Board
S cbools of England. and, Lts advocates dlaim, witb thc most
satisfact.ry results. Tbese urge tbat it appeals more directlv
and forcibîr to tbe general musical intelligence than theC
ordinary system, and is, in short, tbe truly logical andl pbil-
osopbical method of teaching" singing. This is a large
dlaim and, as might be expected, is not universally admitted.
Such an induction o! facts, bowever, as 1 have been able to
make, leads me to believe that the systemt is especially
adapted to elementary schools, as bringing a scientific knowi-
ledge of vocal music witbL.n the reach o! children to whom
this would be quite impossible by ordinary methods.

The coming common school teachier must be able
to sing and to teach vocal music. In our best schools

Boards of Trustees already insist on this qualification
in addition to the proy.ncial diploma.

Comparison of School Statistici

No SC OTIA ANDt NEW ]iRI-NMWIK.

'l'le folloWîigsii tîs compiled from the recent
reports of superi ntendent Allison and Superintendont

Crocket. mav serve to show the statua of commnon
se}iool ediicationi li Nov a Scotia and New Brunswick
for the past Near. 'l'lie Nova Seotia year ended 3Ist
Octoler. I SSS New BýruuiswIck sehool year cnded
Junie 3O[i. ISS:

iN. S.

G reatct nuinUer o! schloolk in operation, 1.166 15.42
Tean bers enîployed, 2222 1618

Numnber o! d1ifferent pupils registered
for vear. ... ... .. .. 105,231 69,068

Proportion of population at achool
during i-ear, . . .. .. 1.41 1.46

Proportion of population at school
durîng cither terni,. .......... 1 in 5.0 1 in 5.8

Percenitage of pupils daily present, on an
average. While suhools were in
sessiîon. .. . . 5.0.0

Percettage o! pupils (laily preFent. on
average, for full terni ... .... 55.4 58.16
veae cosI O! educating each pupil, $5.98 $.8

Rtate per pupil !rorn goverfiment,.. 1.71 1.97
4ýratepayers..........4.75 3.91

Amount o! government expenditure for
County Academies (N. S.), and
Gra.mmar Schools (N. 1.), ... $13, 306. 67 $4,404-02

TEAcnLRs EiIPLOYFD.

Acadcmic Grade A iN. S.), Grammar

First (las, (Male), . . .. . . .. 1 8. 113

Second-(lass (i),. . 222 181
(Fteniale)........ 881 610

Thîrd-C!a's (Male). .... . 161 lit

(]ernae), ... . . 533 415

A% EiR&OE SAt.ARY op TE.AciERs.

Third-Chas (MaIe), .

1. (Female).

... $439 74

... 29S 11

... 253 93

... 228 48
le 21

181 17

$526 0
828 49
303 66
223 75
231 00
187 47

ASSEAL EXPENDITURF FoR PuBL.ic EDUCATtON.

Provincial,..
County Fùnd,
District assesanient,

Total,

$180,811 48$136,326 45
.... .... 118,485 38 94,501 17

.... .... O,366 00 175,423 97

.. ... $599,662 868406,251 59

[Tbis expenditure doce not include cost of buildings, re-
pairs, maintenance of Normal Schools. cost o! inspec-
tion, etc.
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