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ards of the Presbvteriari Church, ivhilst strong personal conviction
gave it vitality and force. The doctrines of grace h e rnagnified
both in chair and pulpit, and hie gave no uncertain sound on any
part of thc Reformed faith. H-e liad no desire to sec this faith fun-
darnentally rcvised, for hie believed it to be in accordance w'ith the
WVord of God. Our Chu rchi owes not a littie to one wlîo, for twventy-
three years, with learning and power, continued to instruct succes-
sive classes of students, and to, bear no secondary part in mioulding
the sentiments and character of a mînistry wlîo have bcen faithful
to the truth and to their high commission.

Dr. Willis %vas well rcad in the Rcformation and post-Reforma-
tion theology. H-e -%vas at homc in thc workzs of Ma-iestriclit,
Turrettine, Amnes, XVitsius, etc., as in those of the great Englishi
theologians of the seventcenth century. I-is knowledge of
Patristic literature far surpassed that of most Presbyteriaîî divines,
and ivas flot equallcd by rnany of the class ivhose rcading is sup-
posed to lic more in the early centuries of the Church.

As a preacher Dr. Willis mnust be rankced highi. His matter
wvas excellent, bis discourses w'ere usually constructed w'ith care,
and his languagc ivas alwavs correct and vi.gor-ous-oftcn bighly
felicitous. HI-s delivery ivas very effective : it %v'as natural and
varied, but carnest and rapid, somectimes irnpassioned. 13y these
cxcellences of ministration hie yathercd around him in Glasgoîv a
numnerous and intelligent con.greg-ation; nor will the Pulpit
services w~hiclî, duriing bis long connection w'itli K<nox College, lie
rencrcd in many parts of oui- own ]and bc soon forgotten. It %vas
delightful on communion occasions to listen to bis rich evangelical
utterances as lie unfoldcd the treasurcs of the covenant of gTrace.
The~ volumse of '«Acadcm-ic Prelections and Sermons," puiblishied
af*tcr lie retired from bis professorsbip, fairly represents his
cliaracteristic mecrits in hoth kinds of discourse. Sc.me of theFe
productions are admirable in literary formi, while they ail1 bear
testimony to tbecir author's soundness in the failli und the highly
scriptura! and varied character of his tcaching.

As an cccle.-iastic, also, Dr. XVillis &serves to bc rem-.emrbered.
H-e wvas leader of the Original Burghier PresbVtery previous to its
union with tlic Church of Scotland ; but bce ba;d littie opportunity
of takingr a vcry prominent part in tlic non-intrusion controvcrsy,


