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TuEi. publie revenue for the first seveii
l'tbîi Itveitt iontbis af current fiscal yecar, 18(Y6-

97, iý'as $2o,499,210, colllîare(l witil

$21,620,210 for sanie period iii 1895-96. Thie dIeceaýsc
af $521,000 arose froîn a declinec 01 '$6,718 il' u
tomls, Nvlicbi Nas partly offset bv au inicrease ini l'oit
Office revenue anîd frontiimiscellaneous sources.'rt

falling off ini Custamns wvas largely ini jatarN. Tbere
ks uothinig il% sucb figures ta excite surprise. 'lhle
p>rospcCt of the Tariff leiiig revise(l, esl)eciallv be
ilie changes ta be malle are expccted to be ini the di-
tcctian of dccreased duties, always reduices inmports.
A recluction of six per cent. ini Uhc Cuistomis revenue
c.wing ta thc caution of imiporters is vcry niioderate.
it iindicates lio great fear of the duties being ra(lically
altered. The inicrease in postal revenue front $1.7-'3,-
857 ta $1.780,844 il' serýven 11on1tlls shows tlîat tliere
lias i>eeil 11 stucb declinle in bus1,ines.s activitv as bias
Scci inferred froin thîe falliing off ini imuports. Iiiports
are no certain criterion o! tîxe general condition o!
business durimig a bni period. H-lavy imnports biavc
t.tkeni place wbien business wvas clepressed, and ligliter
t,'ics ini more favorable tintes. lInîports arc, ta a large
extent, prosplective. Mercliants do iiot huy froîin liai<l
fi mauitlî, tlîeirinmports are for the seasoi in prospect.
g-oods arc cntcrcd at Custonîis quite a dacealieai
t7! thec date Nvlien tlîcv arc offercd ta thîe p'îblic ini
stores. Sa, Nwlicn anyv chance e\ists o! dluties b)eingè
redluced in a few ianothis, thi tercliatîts, both wholc-
sale and retail, takze ail possible care agaiiîst hein-
cauiglt %vith stocks oui lifd uipon whiclî the larger
iluties hiave beemi Iaicl. \Vtbctlier l)nsiiics, i.s good (jr
biad (lacs not affect thîcir policy ini thîis respect. Wliilc
it is unost desirable to maike tiie nicw Tariff knowil as
(!ulickly as possible. the extraordiuîary varict v of ol)i-
ilions tlierean clicitcd by thec Tariff Coli) uission lit-
v. olves dclay ini siftimîg tîtei anîd ini frainig diffes to
îcet the varions intcrestq azffcc-tcd.

PAPEîRS to 11.111( froIîî 1tîia 'Irc fuiR or
Illa Nte,&. the %varie-st expressio~ns ni gratitude:

ta tixose, Caniada inecluded, wlîo have
>ubscri)e< ta the plague and famnille funid. For the
last 20 î'cars a " Famine Code ' lias becin undcr con-
,triletio, 1,y the Uioveriiiicnt of Inifa, and its prac-
tical application %vas only ina(e possible last v'ear,
just in tiniie ta etnable the (distribution of foud ta take
place over a îvidc area in sticb a w'ay as flot ta cause
bordes of pl)eC ta crowd towards i fe%% places wbiere
relief %vas on biand. The faminxe record of India qliovs
tMat, fill 17e-9, te"i millions (liedl af starvatian. A very
toucbing illustration af the univeral sympathy evoked
by the presenit faminle is a collection l)emg made in
IUackburii, Lancashire, wlbcre the poor wvcavers are
s)ivinig a bialf penny for cacli lonii per week ta the
1Mie! fiind, the total amaunlltinig ta ;-,(m per weck.
A\t \\VbIallev, a smnali village near tlit townv, the sui
<t,1 $i,05o wvas callcted iii the parisli cbntrcbi at a receit
Suîîidav service.

ITr i alnîost inicredible, but it is none
A L'îrinue Obijet. tî esa ta b

liai ho .the Treaty.telsa fact, ti hefolloîving is
ane point raised in the 1. uitced S.'tatcs

Senate against the Arbitration Trcaty. A fariniaI rc-
,ollitioii against it %vas l)ase(l t11)01 the assertion tlhat
il Nvould open the dloor for suits beinig brougbit by
those persans lin Europe wlho liold the rpdac
bonds of thc States of Georgia, Mississippi, Virginia
ilnd otliers. Th'Ie Senator wvho raised tbis vcry curionis
GIbjectionl trged tîtat tliese bond-biolders wauild l)riig
pressure ta bear t11)01 tlueir respective govcrnmiients,
%%' hao %% uldiniake clainms on thecir bebiaîf, whlui wotnld
have ta) be atîjucicatec iupon by the Arbitrators uncler
tme rrenty, wliosc judgiuemt iniglat compel tliese re-

plicliatiîig States ta pay tlîi ir legal debts. Suchi a
contingency to several Southcrn Senators %vas sa
fîtterly <)l)noxiousý- tiat tbcey N'ould bave prefc:rred ta
x% reck thxe Treaty ratber tlîau mn anly risk of tlheir
Sýtate bonds being conipelled ta lîc lionestly redellued.
1T le United States Senatc lias beeni working liard for
aj lenlgth o! tinte to besmlirchi its own character, and to
dlestroy public respect for its Proccedings.


