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BCEMBER 9. Morning  SPiks sENT ol (Numb,
i 1-3, 17 33) The peuple were now on the
borders of the laud, and, according to Ieut. 1 22, they
asked Moses to send spics to scarch it ont.  He twpurea ot
tho Lonp, and the Lonl gave permpsion.  Lach tribe
furnished a man; and they were commandud to go and ses
what sort «f a land 1t was, They were to go wuto tue Negib,
or sonth country, which was dry and arud, aud thenee mto
the mountmnous parts of Canaan inhalited by Hittites, ote.,
cte. (Deut. i. 7—19).  The time was abuuz August, when the
first grapes ripen.  Thoy went (ver. 21) aud gearched the land
from the desert of Zin to Relob, near Hamath, ie, from
south to morth, or through its whole extent. Tlus 18 the
general statcment,  ‘Chen fullow sume partweulars, They
¢ame to Hebron, or KirjatheAvba, a very ancent aity, having
been Lt seyen years before Zoan-Yams, in Lgypt, the res-
denee of Phatauls in the time of Moses,  There (ver. 22, 23)
they cut down Justers of grapes m the valley of Eshol,
which received its name from ths cireunstance.  The branch
was 50 large that it was carricd on a p de by two men ; they
alsn found pomegranates, fizs, and ather fraits, which grow
in this neighbourhood in rich profusion. They were forty
days abseut, and on thaiv return they brought a 1epurt that
the land was inteed a fruitfal one ; but ten of the men said
that the people were so strong, and their cities so great that
the Israclites were nnable to go and possess the country.
Caleb, and with him Joshua (vh. xiv. 6) gave a diferent
account, and sai they were able to g» up ; but the rest laid
stress upon the difficulties, and talked about the gants of the
land (ver. 28—33),

Afternvon.  ‘THF DELIVERANCE.  (Acts xxiiil, 27—44.)
Long was the ship driven about in the Adriatic Sea, when
the sailors thought that they were not far from land.  They
threw out aline, aud found that they were in twenty fathoms
of water, and next in fifteen fithoms,  Then, fearing lest
they should be dashed on the rocks, they cast fonr anchors
out of the stern, and wished for day. Ships were then
constructed to auchor in this way, aud not from the bows,
(Sco Smith, p. 130-2). Auxiously they longed for day, not
knowing what might happen, Then the seamen, to save
their lives lowered the boat, under pretence of casting anchors
from the bows also, which was sometimes done ; but Paul
told the centurion that all hands woull be wanted, and the
soldiers cut the ropes, or hav-sers of the boat, an- let her go
adrift. They then hightened the ship by casting the wheat
with which she was laden into the sea, and when day brok=
they cut off the anchors, loosed the rudder band, hoisted the
artemon, or foresail, to the wind, aud made fora creek which
they observed They knew not the land, but it was the
island Melita (Malta). The creek bad a sandy bottom, ana
was in a place where two seas met, which accords with
modern observations of the island ; they saw the ship
aground, and her forepart stuck fast on the wud, whilst the
hinder part was brokeu by the vivlence of tho waves. The
soldiers (ver, 42—44) were awed, and would have kiiled the
prisoners ; the centurion saved them specially for Paul's sake
See the influence of one good mav. All escaped, but some
with great difficulty. A comment on Ps. cvii. 30, which
learn.

Dec. 9. AMorning. IsRAEBL'S UNBELIEF. (Numb. xiv. I—
10; 26—31.) The report of the tun spies caused sad results.
The people again wurmured, and even proposed to make
themeelves a captein, and return to Egypt. Was ever such
infutuation ¢ Muses aud Aaron were deeply distressed, and
Caleb and Joshua reut their clothes, Zhey sought to encourape
the people, and assured them that 1t was a good laud, and
that Jehovah would bring them iuto it ; but the congregation
were disposud to stone them, when a special mavifestition of
the Divine glory was scen, which probably deterred them
from théir puipose. Moses terceded for the peopls 5 but it
was now tvo late, and Gud resolved that that generation
should not enter Canaan (ver. 26—-24),  All that were twenty
years old ar d upwards should die in the wilderness, for they
should wander 1 it for forty years until that came to pass;
and the vext gencration only, with Caleb and Joshua, should
possess thela 1. Heb. iv, 11 tells us that they could not
eater in becan.c of unbelicf, They d:d not trust in God after

all that Ho had done for them ; and this was the result, A
promise of rest is given to us also—af the rest of fath now —
of the Sabbath rest, or rest of heaven, hereafter. Lot us tike
heed that we do not luse it throngh the same want of fuith in
God.

Aferaoon, Pavnoay Mertra (Aets xxviii, 1-13.) On
reashing tho shore thoy found whero they were Ly inguirg
of the inhabitants, Thereis no doubt that Melits was Malta,
near Sreily, which now Lelongs to the Dritish crown.  the
islanders spoke a strange lunguage, whonee Luke calls them
Larhevianz, but tho word dees not imply that they wue a
wild poople; verse 2 shows tho cwtrary. Thoy were of
Phanician descont, and spoke a Punic dialect.  Thuy Kindled
a firo to warm tho shipwrecked, and out of it camea viuwr,
which the fire had aroused from its torpidity, and it fast. nul
on Paul's hand, and probably bit him. ‘Iho natives Lnew
that its bite was fatal, aud thoy supposed that Paul was a
murderer, and would preseutly fall duwn doad: but the
pronuse of Jesus (Mark xvi. 18) was now_fulfilled, aud Paul
shook off the reptile, and felt uo harm. It is 8aid that there
are no vepomons reptiles in Malta now, but this fact is n t to
be atrributed to the vircumstauce here nairat.d, for v.pors
otten dizappear as laud iy completely cultivated, Now the
peoplo thought that Puul was agul (verse 6), vo woon did they
pass from ons extremo to anothers  Malta belonged to the
provinea of Sicily, aud had a Ruman governor, called here the
tirst manof the ialand His name was Publius, aud he re-
ccived sowe of the party, iucluding Paul aud Luke, Aristar.
chue, and Julus, the centurion, as his guests for three days,
He was richly repaid, for his father was suffering from
dysentery, as Luke, who was a physiciap, intimates. Luke
dil not use his medical skill on his behalf, but Paul healed
lom by miracle. This led to many others, who were vick,
bewg healed, and then tho gratitude of the people was un.
bounded, and they gave their gucsts everything they need (.
The party rewained in Malta three months from November
to January of the year 612, A ship from Alexandria, having
engraven on her prow the sigy of Castor and Pollux, the
tutelar deities of Greek avd LRoman savlors, had wintered in
the istand, but in February proceeded on her voyage to Itsly,
and in tnis ship the whole party saited again.  ‘They reached
Syracuse, S.E. coast of Nieily, eighteen wiles distant from
Malta ;3 then, tacking about on account of the wind, or fetch-
ing a compass, they came to Rhegium, in Lower ltaly, and
thence, kaving a favourable south wind, they reached Puteoli
in one day. 'i"his port was the most famous one in those days
on the western coast of the promontory, and here Egyptuan
vessels were accustomed to unload tbeir cargoes of graw. 1t
was also the custom for travellers to proceed from here to
Rome by land. Paul thought himself a debtor to all kinds of
people (Rom. i, 14), aud was glad to benetit all,

Dee. 16.  Morning. Moses' Lasr Bressivg. (Deut.
xxxiit.}—This is a grand chapter. Mozes was now near his
end, and, like a father (Gen, xlix ), he blessed the children of
Israel before hus death.  Ho referred to the piving of the law
on Mount Sinai, where God came with ten thousand of
saints, i ¢, angels (Ps, lviii, 17, Gal iii 19), and he spoke of
God’s great Jove to His people. Hehad made Moses king over
them, and now as their king, repesenting Jehovah Himself,
he gave the trihes his blessing. (Ver. G.) Reubn (comp.
Geun. xlix. 3). He was the first born, and the prayer was, Let
him live and not die, and let his people be a small sumber, for
for this is the meaning. Simeun wax next in aue, but heis

assed by, for he was to be scattered abroad (Gen. xlix. 7).

er. 7. Judah was the royal tribe, who was to lead the way as
the cbampion of his brethren. Ver. 8—11. Leri was the priestly
tribe. The Urim and Thummim—{liyht and truth — which the
high priest wore upon his breastplate, are regarded as belong-
ing to the whole tiibe.  ““ Thy holy one ” is Levi humself, and
the proving at Massah refers to the chiding at Meribah (Ex.
xvit. 1—=7). Ver. 12, Benjamin, the sou of prosperity, would
dwell hetween Jehovah's shoulders. aud would there be safe all
the day long. Ver, 13—17. Joseph.  fis blessiug, us u tribe,
corresponds with Jucob's on his person and his two sons.
Gen. xhx. 22, The langnage here is very beautiful. Al pre.
cious things were to be lns, and the mynads of Epbraim and
of Mannasseh were to be like oxen with strong horns, with
which they would push all thar enemies, Ver, 1§, 19.
Zebulon and Issachar. These were the two sons of Leah, but
the youngest is named firss. They were to dwell on the
borders of the sea, *‘ goiog out™ in ships, and to dwell in
tents, or lead & nomad life in connection therewith. The

mountain is the mountain of the Lord’s house where they



