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was added $147.53$ received lor interest, transfer 
fees, etc. The balance of the year's account was 
S^.iqi.isw), nut of which dividends were paid and 
declared equal to 17'i |H-r cent, on the paid-up 
capital. The sum of $2,510,350 is left to be carried 
forward to next year.

At the annual meeting the chairman, Lord Claud 
Hamilton, -aid: "In 1X82, our reserves, including re
serves for outstanding losses, were $61,260, or 34 
per cent, of the premium income, in 1897 the figure 
was $1.303,575, m 11/13, $2,958,215, whereas in the 
present account, 11/14, after paying this year’s divi
dend, the reserves are 105 per cent, of the premium 
income."

The business in the Dominion is expanding most 
satisfactorily under the energetic management of 
Mr. Richard I. Griffin. Montreal, and Mr. C. W. 1. 
Woodland, Toronto. The premium income in Can
ada rose from $285.715 in 11)03, to $302,622, with 
every prospect of continuous enlargement as the 
I'.mplovers' Liability Corporation is growing in 
public confidence.

the number of post-offices in operation in , ach 
Province, also the estimated number of letter- and 
other articles posted in the Dominion in the 
last fiscal year.

The following statement shows how great I \ the 
number of letters posted has expanded in past 
years:
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In the last six years the total number of letters 
posted has more than doubled, and since 1897 the 
increase has been from 123,830,000 to 273,905.000, 
the increase in that period having been 
per cent.
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The number of letters per head posted in Canada 
50—assuming the population to lie 

I 5.500,000—as compared with 24 per head in 1897, 
16 per head in 188(1. and 5.37 in 1868.

I lie numlicl* of post-offices has been increasing 
rapidly, the.ir numbers were, in 1868, 3,638 : in iX;8, 
5-37*: in 1888, 7,671 ; in 1898, 9,282, and in 11/14 
104(10. The increase has been to a considerable 
extent caused bv the new settlements in the North- 
wist, where a post-office is one of the earliest ne
cessities. There is

last war was

THE POSTMASTER-GENERALS REPORT 1904.

The Imsinvs* transacted b\ the post-offices of a 
country responds automatically to its general husi- 
neaa conditions. It reflects also the social and 
educational status of tin pv<»plc, as well as the ex
tent of their relationships with those in foreign 
countrit *. The correspondence kept up by the 
Ir tish tr.H.j» hi South Africa with their relatives 
and friends in the l nited Kingdom, Canada, Aus- 
ti.ilia. New Zealand and West Indies was incom- 
parahlx lar^vr than what has been dispatched from 
the Russian troops in Manchuria, which, indeed 
has been

a post-office in Canada 
for each 52(1 of the population which must lie ad
mitted to bt-

now

a very liberal allowance. To yield 
average there must be a latjje number of 

places with a smaller population than 527 where 
•here is a |lost-office. The country will not be
grudge the expenses ot so scattered a service, for a 
post-office is a primary element in any civilized 
community and in the Northwest is especially re
quired to mitigate the discomfort of being so 
isolated.

such an

»o ven trifling as to have had no such 
sfievial arrangements for I icing forwarded 
made in South Mrica.

as were

It is hi"hly creditable to the Honorable Mr. 
Muluvk, I'oiUnsisicr-Geiicral, that he has 
gvticallv devoted himself to the task of facilitating 
|iosl»l communications with Great Britain and for 
• ign countries, and the extension 
vices in Canada. The accompanying table shows

i ner- The financial record of the Post-Office Depart
ment in recent years is remarkable. The report
for 1904 only begins at 1896, for reasons we lived 
not dilate upon. We present a statement which 
begins at an earlier date:
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1524JTotal»,,. 10,460 5,486.000 8,819,000 45,209,001 6,588,100 4 034,000 52,412

L

mmmmmm mm -----_____


