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anxiety on tendencies and dangers incident to

the movement. They believe that in many
places there is a stupor among professing

Christians, and a gross negkct of religions or-

then, if Divine promises are to realized there

must come a season of lenewal. In fact re-

vivalism is found in all the highest depait-

mints of human effort and enjoyment. Liter-

dinances on the part of the masses that mav
i

atur.- revived after centurn-s of decadence, in

the days of Erasmus. There was a period

whin Art cam.' fortli once more to enrich the
be broken in upon by a scries uf services

j

framed as to time, locality, form and circuiu-
1

stance to that specitic end
;
and they woukl i

rather put up with a few extravagances if
i

need be, tlian remain in their former dull and
j

>(o/(-aggressive mooil. The demand for zeal
i

of
is so imperative in the kingdom of God tiiat

|

unfler truer

they must wclco'ue it anywhere and every-

where, lint at the same time they are

not inseiisilile to tlie importance of toning

down extraviigance by an infusion of church

sobriety, and of gathering up the reputed re-

sults of Kvangelistic effort for permanent

service in the church. As observant cau-

tious men, they cannot fail to notice. In the

almost invariable incidents of llevivalism, a

tendency to abnormal emotional develop-

ments ; a growing craving for smart sensa-

tional utterances ;
an obvious unwillingness

on the part of the prominent to recognize

Church authority and order ; a disp()sition

in manv converts to evade (piiet cntinuous

w(jrld with forms of beauty ; and in the age

of Lord Uacon the human intellect was

aroused fnjin its deep slumbers to

pursue afresh, with liriner step and

guidance the lofty path

science. N(ir can we doubt, what-

ever opiidons may be entertained as to

the ultimate form "it assumed, that it was a

true and Heaven-born spirit that last century

worked through Wesley and Whittietd and

saved religion from being almost strangled by

the hand of a hard, iinretlecting formalism.

We surely are not so content with wVat we

have already attained to and done as not to

feel the need of a life more consistent in its

tone and its aims with the solemn verities we

l)roless to hold and the personal allegiance

we liavi' sworn to our Lord. Neither as in-

dividuals in our private walk with God, nor

as parents among our childivin, nor as men of

DUght a huddeii infusion into the full rights men, nor as memh-TS ot tiie cnurcn oi i^misi

f niembersliip of jifrsons whose sincerity
]

nrofessedly devoted body and soul to the in-

lav he uiKiuestioned, but whose ai.titude for
|

tere.-<ts of /ion, are we as we ought to be
;

and

dkiiiL;- part in the government of the Church ! if we would but estimate things according

instruction : and, where chuR-h tellowsbip is
|

business .evealing our spirit to ""'•/'''")^'-

sought a huddeii infusion into the full rights men, nor as mendjers of the church of Clirist

of nieinb

m
taking , .-,

.

is not highly developed. In view of the ^ to their intrinsic worth, w

evils thus ncognisrd, it is tiiought that a signal mark of Divine meixy if there were

counterpoise to their presence mav be found ; to fall upon our hearts a baptism ot the

in the countenance and co-operation of the - Holy Ghost, so real and eomplete m its El-

more intdligent members of the various
;

fects, as to enable us to r-alize more pertect-

Churches, and the adoption bp i)astors of a ly the id-al of Christinn lite that ever shines

well devised .scheme bv which converts may
|

before the sinci-re mind. And though tnere

become thoroughlv instructed in religious may be something of the worlds feverish

should count it a

doctrines and Christian duties.

AVe thus find ourselves in the midst of

three parties, each claiming to be inllueiiced

by a suiireme regard for Ihe Kingdom of God
among men; 1. Thi-si? who advocate and

practice llevivalism. 2. Those who object /«

tola to the Revivalism now in vogue. H.

Those who, while not eoncuiring in

all that is done, desire to utilise the move-

ment as liest they may.

Now, 1 am not dispo.sed to ally mysself on - ,

, ^
t.i- present occasion as a partizan to either of here below, we may well be asliamea

;hese niiities My sole object is to sugges'. of ourselves before God, and crave from the

depths of our soul a mighty quickening to a

truer and nobler life. And if we give due

heed to the lessons of that ancient story con.

restlessness, and, also, no little proportion of

its outward display, blended unconsciously

in the feelinu's and acts of manv ad .ocates of

modern revivals, I cannot but credit many of

them with a measure of spiritual renewal

afier which we may all most earnestly strive.

When we only relleet on that holy, self-deny-

ing blessed life spirit among m<'n eighteen

hundred years ago ; when we think of the sin

and woe still hearing men far away, anrl re-

member the lieetiiig character of our stay

I

considerations that may modify the opinionN

of all.

That 'here should arise sometimes in the

history of the Church a revival of religion

seems to me to b(! an inevitable resi'ilt on the

one lmn<l of man's natural tendency to lose in-

terest inevi'U the most .sacred things, and on

the other of the mercy that will not allow our

degeneracy to proceed to utter decay, and,

therefore, aversion to revival in every form is

unphilosophical. If perpetual steady pro-

gression in holiness, zeal and love be not the

record of the Cliuieh s life from the first.

ceining " one who followed not with us," as

well as bear in mind the diversities created

in human life by the mental and social habits

engendered by early eduea'ion or lack of

education, 1 am sure we shall take care lest,

in the expresshm of our inability to accept

the stvle of siiiritual excitement others so

readily appreciate we should by a harsh word

,
or scornful look, wantonly wound the hearts

i of one of Christ's disciples.


