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Of this marriage William Lyon Mackenzie, the object

of this biography, was the sole issue. He was born

at Springfield, Dundee, Scotland, on the 12th of March,

1795 ;* and his father died when the child was only

twenty-seven days old.f His death was brought on

by a cold contracted at a dancing party ; and during

his illness, which lasted only a few days, he suffered

severely from a violent pain in the head. The know-

ledge of this circumstance caused the son, throughout

his life, to dread the severe pains in the head with

which he was occasionally afflicted, at long intervals,

and generally after great and long continued mental

exertion. What he had dreaded all his life came

upon him before his death. For several weeks he

complained of increasing and almost constant pains

in the head. At all times, when they occurred, they

had been extremely violent ; and in his last illness,

but chiefly before he took to his bed, or had ceased

to struggle against the disease, they were the cause

of intense suffering. The discrepancy between the

ages of his parents was great ; his father being only

twenty-eight years old when he died ; while his mo-

ther had seen forty-five summers when her only child

was born.

His mother, by the death of her husband, who left

* "William Lyon Mackenzie, born at Springfield, Dundee, Forfarshire, Scot-

land, March 12th, 1796. Baptized on the 29th by the Kev. Mr. Macewen,

Seceder Minister.

—

Entry in Family Bible.
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Daniel Mackenzie died at Dundee on the 9th of April, 1795, leaving

only one child, "William Lyon, then twenty-seven days old.

—

Entry in Family

BibU.


