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Company, of §t. Jobn, a company

mbonm by act of the legislature of New
swick,
E. W. McCDEADY, Editor.

ADVERTISING RATES.

Onrdinary commercial advertisements taking
e run of the paper, each insertion, $1.00

per inch.

vertigements of Wants, For Sale, etc.,
B cents for insertion of six lines or less.
. Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths 2§
oelts for each imsertion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

All remittances should be sent by post of-
fice order or registered letter, and addressed
to The Telegraph Publishing Company.

Correspondence should be addressed to the
Mditor of The Telegraph, St. John.

All tions should, without excep-
tion, be paid for in advance.

AUTHORIZED AGENTS.

The following agents are authorized to can-
wvass and coflect for The Semi-Weekly Tele-
grapb. viz;<’

.. Wm, Somerville,
“W. A, Ferris.

Subsexid yore are asked to thelr sub-
seriptions to the agents whm’?my call.

Sm?wzzklg Telegraph
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GUARD THE PEOPLE’S INTER-
ESTS, NOT THE GRAND
TRUNK'S. '

Parliament, on Tuesday noxt; will debate
the amendments to the G. T. Pacific pro-
jeet which the Grand Trunk forced the
government to accept and which the gov-
ernment is pow to ask Parliament to rati-
fy. The government is said to have its
followers weil in hand and is therefore
prepared to drive the railway bargain
through with as little delay as pdssible.
What the government cannot do, however,
is either to convince the people of this
country that its coumse is justifiable, or
escape the judgment which the people may
pass upon its concessions to the Grand
Trunk and its failure to address the trans-
portation question with sound railroad and
business judgment, conserving the people’s
interests and making the new railroad
goundly all-Canadian in theory and opera-
tion.

The Grand Trunk has a servant of force

-and cunning in Mr. Hays. Tt is to be
regretted that his services are not con-
trolléd !l/v the people rather than by the
corporation. When he addressed the Grand
Trunk shareholders in London he did not
attémpt to praise or even to justify the
Grand Trunk Pacific scheme as a whole. He
did not tell them that the line would serve
the purpose which is the only excuse fer
its construction. He did tell them that
concessions could -be secured from the
Donsinion government so important that
the Grand Trunk could agree to the Fast-
ern and Western sections because the
whole agreement would be gencrous enough
to offset the fact that the plan as a whole
was neither good business nor s~und rail-
roading.

Critics in parliament will not only dis-
cuss what Mr. Hays said, but what he did
not say, for, as the Montreal Witness
pointedly ‘remarks, his silence on-some
points, motably the Eastern section, was

" mest eloquent. Says the Liberal Witness
in discussing Mr. Hays’ speech:

It was all good and irrefragable reasoning,
but it was all about the original proposal of
the Grand Trunk Company before the gov-
ernment had tagged on to its trans-Camada
part of the scheme. Concerning the trans-
Canada part of the scheme, Mr. Hays evi-
dently thought it the part of wisdom to say
nothing whatever. He could mot have said
with regard to that that it was going to bring
new busfness to the company’s ‘existing lines.
On the contrary, it must necessarily take
away some of the business that those lines
would otherwise have. * * *#

What interests the public is that Mr. Hays
looked so askance on the part of the road
of which the government makes ite principal
boast that he neither hoasted of nor referred
to it. 'We should certainly have taken much
comfort had Mr. Hays. with his practical
Xknowledge, told the sharchollers of this, as
of the other, that he would stake his reputa-
tion as a railway manager, that it would be
a paying and profitable line. Of course he
could not do #0. * * *

The mordl of Mr. Hay's speech is that the
Grand Trunk Pacifie, as planned by the man-

g t of his pany, is a busi propo-
sition of first-class quality, one that business
men will welcome everywhere, and the need
ot which everyone at once recognizes. So
good and ready-made @ proposition it is, in-
deed, that it may well be asked whether the
government is not doing a great deal.too
much for it. The Ontario, Quebec and New
Brunswick links of it, on the other hand,
constitute what our French farmers are in
the habit of calling, with a shrug of their
shoulders, ‘“‘un chemin de fer politique.”
(A political railway).

To which the Charlottetown Guardian
* (Ind.) adds:

“We are to build a political railway,
whose costly Eastern section at least could
not have been undertaken on business
principles. And the amendments now to
be passed upon by Parlinwent are simply
$0. Many. REW- concessions to the company.
But a’ sybsorvient :majority in Purliament
will doybtless swallow the dose.”

Likely enough, Still, in advance of that
Awullow» g, tTné;‘c will surely be a renewed
delmndr‘that the government tell the coun-
try unoi_b definitely what the route is to
be, an(ﬁz how it expects to preveat Cana-

fron ‘pouring out at American

i Bi;:'lr caidd it would. Tt is ad-
mitted on all bands that the schene is
even mcre objectionable today than it was
when Mr. Blair tore it to pieces la-t
year, and as practically the entire discus-
sion is to be reopened the debate should
be one of great importance..'It is not to
be forgotten that at the close of the last
supporters

gession several government
hinted that this and that modification was
to be made, and that in the interval, also,
.certain gentlemen have promised this com-
munity and that one that the railroad
would come to its deor. The government.
it must be assumed, is now prepared to
take Parliament fully into its confidence.
The men who stand up for the taxpayers
at this juncture and who show themselves

more concerned about the future of the

vouniry than ubout the hépes of of the
government and the wishes of the Grand
Trank will be upheld by the people who
sent them to Ottawa.

FIGHTING IN THIBET.,

It 1s a rare day when there are no trcops
in battle eomewhere on the outer marchos
of the British Empire. Cloge upon Lord
Curzon's eignificant words at Calcutta,
Britain’s deternrination to
check any attempt by another Power to
destroy - her influence in friendly states.

concerning

comes news that the British force in Thi-
bet was twice attacked and that the
natives were repulsed on both occasions
with serious Joss. .

The mission of Colonel Younghusband
was to es:ort commiesionens of the Indian
government to Lhaswa where they were
to seek the fulfihment of a treaty admit-
ting Ind’an traders to Thibet on the fair
terms promi-ed. Before the expedition
had crcesed more than fifty miles of Thi-
betan territory it was met by repreeent-
ativer of the Grand Llama who “said no
negotiations were derired. ‘The British
were warned to leave the country. Then
they encamred and sent for the reinforce-
ments which have since been puehing for-

-ard under General Macdonald. The ar-
rival of Macdonald with 1,000 men was
followed by a forward movement and rome
fierce fighting, in which Britich steadinces
and coumage, together with superior arms,
led to the usual victory:

1t was the growing ascendancy of Rus-
gian influence at Lhassa which led to the
Younghusband expodition, and farther
news that Russian agents were actively
fcanenting hoeti'ity to the Briti-h caueed
‘the Indian government to make the sup-
porting force one of cons'derable etrength.
How much the Russians have had to do
with the Thibetan decision to fight is a
question of great interest now when St.
Peterwburg is incensed against the Britivh
because of their aliance with and encour-
agement of Japan. Some time ago the
prime minister of Nepaul eent to .the
Llamas a long despatch warning them
againet yelding to Rwsian influence and
being led into trouble avith the British
by slighting their commissioners, He rail
in part:

“Some time ago I had occasion to ia-
qure of you whether there was"any trutn
in the rumors that were current regarding
certain secre: arrangements being made be-
tween your government end that of Rus-
sia, when | received a reassuring reply.

“It is laid down by treaty between the
governments of Nepaul and Thibet that
the government will assist Thibet in cace
of an invasion of its territory by aay
foreign rajas. Consequently, when a dif-
ference of opinion arises between you and
anyone e¢lee, 1t is incumbent on me to
help you to the bext of my power witn
my advice and guidance.

“Understand it wedl; for the British
government doss not appear to have acted
in an improper or high-handed mnanner
in thi= ‘matter, but is s'mply trying to
have the treaty conditions fulfilled, to
which everybody hae a right, and it is
against the treaty, as well as against all
morality or policy, to ailow matters to
drift, and to regard as enem’es the officers
ofisuch a puwerful government, who have
come to enforce ruch rights.”

The Brit'eh will now feel 1that they
must arrange this matter at Lhassa even
if it ibe necessary to fizht their way into
that city of mystery. The situation is
full of poscibilities, eapecally in view of
the report that Russian rifles were found
among the Thibetan wounded.

THE PRICELESS FRANCHISE.

One might infer from the dlscussion of

the St. John franchise act now being car-

ried on that the people of this city, tax-
payers and tax dodgers alike, men who
pay early and men who pay late and men
who never pay, one and all prized the
privilege of voting more uighly than gold
and precious stones. There are in this
community at present some very honest
men who will fly into a noble rage if it
suggested that every citizen who is con-
sumed by a devouring interest in civie
affairs will surely pay his taxes before
election day. There are other honest men
who will tell yvou that something more
than a more liberal franchise act is re-
quired to make more than thirty-five per‘
cent of the voters care fifteen cents worth
who is maycr or who are aldermen. There
may be extremists among these honest
men but they are not without excuse.

In 1902 when the civic election fever
raged in St. John and the publicspirited
taxpayers had their annual cpportunity to
change the complexion of the city council,
what happencd? Out of nearly 9,000 men
who sheould have voted only 5200 were
qualified and of these the mad rush to
the polls included less than 3,200. Last
year, when there was much cause for
critizing a large number of the aldermen,
and mere cavse for eritizing some of the
heads of departments for whom they are
responsible, only about 2,000  votes
were cast. It may Dbe said of last year
that there were contests in but two wards
and that this fact accounts for the small
vote. But had there bgen anything like a
preper interest in civie matters there
would have Leen contests in almost every
ward in the city.

Until there is such interest and until the
civic election becomes something more
than a mere matter of routine to which
but few pay any attention, citizens who
do not vote and who complain about the
manner in which the city’s business is
managed, will have only theniselves to
blame.

There are to be contests in
wards this year, but there is no sign that
any one of them foreshadows any import-
ant stir in civie politics. The men needed
as candidates are practical business men
who know the city's needs intimately and
who are prepared to give considerable

several
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time lo their consideriition. 1 There” &re
some good men at' the beard now. Same
new blood avould improve it. But what is
needed most is a keen and critical intervest
in public matters such as would make
every alderman and would-be-alderman
feel that much avas demanded of him and
that he must prove his worth.

While the franchise discusison rages it
is just as well to keep in mind the fact
that on election day even the men whose
taxes arc paid are apt to feel too tired
to cast the votes they have.

PUTTING ON MORE STEAM.

Halifax is initiating a “forward” move-
ment which is not without interest to St.
John.
board of trade there, develop more busi-
ness energy and unite all active business
men in a brisk and sustained effort to
malke the city a greater commercial centre,
got more people, more trade and more
life generally. It is suggested that the
board of trade, once it includes among
its working members all the business men
who are enterprising and public spirited,
shall concern itself not only with the de-
velopment of the city but also with the

progress of the province of which it is

the heart.

It may be said here that the St. John
Board of Trade is neither large emough
nor active enough, and ‘that New Bruns-
wick needs increased co-operation and sym-
pathy between the fbusiness men of its
more important centres. In Worcester
(Mass.) the board of trade has 600 mem-
bers; in Portland (Me.) 610. There are
fifty boards in Maine and two-thirds of
them are affiliated nvith the state board
and thus are always ready to take up at
once and as one body questions of state
interest.

The Halifax board has issued a report
dealing with the “TForward Halifax” move-
ment, a report Which breathes a pro-
gressive spirit and which is calculated at
once to increase the board’s membership
and apply newly awakened energy to the
city’s needs. The features dwelt upon in
this report as immediately necesary are
“(1) a large membership, (2) more as-
siduous application of the business ca-
pacity than is to be found among our
members, (3) a young and active secre-
tary.” After dealing with the general
commercial life of the province the re-
port speaks of Halifax as a manufacturing
place and an attractive city for tourists
and makes suggestions which apply te
St. John as well:

“A great deal of stress would have to be
laid on making Halifax a manufacturing
centre. The board might use its influence
to hasten the establishment of the ship-
building works. 1n addition it might by
various means encourage the establish-
ment of a number of smaller industries for
which the city is adapted.

“The "ourist Association has done a
great deal of good for the city in the past,
and we think its work might be taken
over by the board. The same lines might
be followed and others added. -For in-
stance, the board might institute an Old
Home Week; it might mature plans o
make Ifalifax a summer town; it might
gradually make it a convention city, mak-
ing amangements for larger and more
vaJuable conventions as the place comes
to have more hotel accommodation.

“The attraction of Halifax at present is
largely in its emvirons. It will become
more attractive ‘to tourists according as
it is made more attractive internally. So
part of the board’s work should be cen-
tred on originating a scheme of beautifica-
tion that might be carried out in time to
the great improvement of the city, not
only as a summer town but as a residen-
tial place. Internal beautification is a
work that the board might very well and
profitably take up, particularly in connec-
tion with its tourist branch.”

The plan, in a word, is to unite and put
on more steam. 1t is a plan which St.
John might well adopt, for even if an in-
crease of properly applied emergy is not
needed as sorely here as in Halifax it is
needed nevertheless.

GETTING TOGETHER.

A conference which should have im-
portant results will be held this evening
by the entertainment committee of the
Champlain celebration and the executive
of the Exhibition Association. The ob-
jeat is to reach a satisfactory understand-
ing regarding the civic and provincial
grants for which both bodies have made
application. It is to be regretted that the
tercentenary and the exhibition shouid
even appear to clash financially. The peo-
ple of the province and the city are much
interested in both and both deserve finan-
cial aid. Tt is possible that'the exhibition
directors will make concessions which will
make it easier to secure momey from the
city and the province for both events.
They may even consider that, as all classes
in the city and throughout the province
are keenly interested in the tercentenary
celeébration, it may be expedient to post-
pone the exhibition until next year, and
so ensure beyond doubt the complete sue-
cess of the Champlain festival.

Presumably the first thing to do is to
take the sense of a quorum of the exhibi-
tion directors to whose industry and en-
terprise St. John is much indebted and in
whose wisdom and public spirit it has no
little confidence. If these directors, most
of whom are interested in the tercentenary

-also, discuss the matter among themselves

before conferring this evening with the
Champlain  entertainment committee, a
definite understanding with the latter may
be expected. There is a comanon council
meeting on Monday, and both the alder-
men and the local government should be
informed, as soon as possible, what con-
clusion has been reached.

The outlook now is favorable for both

One proposal is to enlarge the’

.a civic and a provipcial grant in furthers
ment of the Champlain: affair: Tt is now
widely recognized that both the city and
the province will benefit by it, and that
the people generally believe the celebra-
tion must be made succeseful. The amount
of money required is really small in view
of the importance of the event and the
public avould like to see it guaranteed
during the next few days.

St. John is pledged to make the ter-
centenary festival a “go.” It has never
undertaken anything so picturesque or
which so strongly appealed to all New
Brunswickers and Canadians.

A FEARFUL REVELATION.

Seven persons—some insane, some bed-
ridden from age and illness, some thelpless
children—emerge from a shack near Mac-
can (N.S.), where they have spent & win-
ter of frightful wretchedness, to . indict
the authorities of Cumberland county for
neglect so gross as to constitute a start-
ling example of inan’s inhumanity to man.
It is almost inconceivable fthat the county
officials could have permitted and encour-
aged—as they did by a miggardly contri-
bution of public money—the existence of
this frightful colony of imbecile and dis-
eased and helpless waifs in the heart of
a rich farming region which has been
noted for its progress, comfort and en-
lighttenment. Cumberland county paid
81.75 per week for the “support” of four
of these unfortunates—that is, less than
fifty cents for each one—in a hovel where
none was capable of caring for himseif
or herself much less able to assist the
others.

To the miserable refuge where four were
thus imprisoned in misery by the county,
three others, a tramp and a lunatic and
another waif, were somehow attracted,
and during the most severe winter Canada
has experienced in a generation the seven
lived like the beasts that penish.

Had this awful company hidden them-
seives away so that mo one knew their
condition, the public might understand it.
But the fact that public money was ex-
pended to support some of the party
makes it plain that some official -should
have known of their awful plight, perhaps
even did know of it and was content to
allow helplessness to suffer in silence.

A resident of ‘the county notified the
Halifax S. P. C. A. and an investigation
was made. It may be assumed now that
the imbeciles, bed-ridden old folks ani
miserable children will be cared for.  The
8. P. C. A. should go farther and should
have the active assistance of the ‘best peo-
ple in Cumberland in doing so. It should
institute proceedings. which will fix the
responsibility for this occurrence, which
is a flagrant disgrace to the county. Am
entire community shotild mot permit the
blame for such an incident to rest upon
it. 1t should place thre blame upon the
shoulders of the individuals whose neglect
or cruelty permitted such conditions to

ane w0 poor in pocket or so mean in epirit
as to permit childhood and helpless age and
mental darkness to starve and freeze to-
gether in a land of p!gn‘t.)j and of mercy.

WHAT IS THE TRUTH 2

What dis the truth about the KEastern
section of the G. T. P.? Is there a sec-
vet undersbanding that, after the Western
portion of the road is assured, afiter east-
ern communities have been fed upon state-
ments about what the new railway would
do for them, the government will find
a way to drop the burdensome and un-
profitable Kastern division?

The Toronto News intimates that some
such intention may exist, for it cannot
understand nwhy the govermment is deter-
mined to bind itself to build from Win-
nipeg to Moncton no matter how heavy
may be the grades encountered. The News
asserts, what is known, that the govern-
ment has no evidence that the grades will
be such as to make this part
of the line a successful freight
carrier. Under  these circumstances
“the simple and business-like course
is to make it  understood that it
suitable grades are secured the line will
be built, and that if they cannot be as-
sured, the project will be abandoned as
unworkable. It avould be so simple, so
straightforward and so sensible for the
government to lay that down as its policy,
that its refusal to do so must provoke sus-
picion and wonder.”

mination not to build unless favorable
grades are obtainable, when such a de-
cision is natural and necessary, causes dne
News to ask: “Is the promise to build
the whole trunk line from Winnipeg to
Moncton absolutely sincere? It may be
that yet another part of the Bastern Di-
vision is designed mainly to gain Ea:tern
support for the financing of the Western
Division. Is there a chance that the gov-
ernment, once it has the Western Divi-
sion of the Grand Trunk Pacific assured,
may find some means of withdrawing
from the building of part of the Eastern
Divis it contemplate taking
furtively and unwisely the ordinary, com-
monsense business precautions which it
should take honestly and straightforward-
ly? The surmise is unpleasant, but it is
suggested by the extraordinary absence
of the most necessary stipulation.”

When the railroad debate is continued
tomorrow the government may wive the
House some definite information as to the
grades along the projected route of the
Eastern section, or it may be unable to
do so and may ask parliament to complete
the bargain and leave the route in the air.
The House will not even know whether
a successful grain voute, having low gradi-
ents and consequently low freights, can be
built, as is proposed. Certainly the gov-
ernment should say that unless complete
surveys show that a high-class Toad sufli-
ciently level to permit of low freight

sion?  Does
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charges can be constructed, this pant of
the G. 1. P. contract must become void.

Tavo amendments at least, the News in-
sists, should be insisted upon by larlia-
ment:

“A minimum price should be named for
the common stock. The rate at which the
first issue of bonds is floated should be

arise and continue in 4 sedtion where few | Subjected to some measure of control by

the government. It is intolerable that any
railway corporation or any body of pri-
vate capitalists should be allowed to de-
termine what is to be the extent of the
public liability in relation to a private en-
terprise to which the government lends its
support. It is intclerable that the gov-
ernment should pass over to outside par-
ties a trust awvhich can be safely vested
only in the Cabinet and in Parliament.
It is intolerable that private capitalists
should be able to force ministers to make
such a swrrender of their own rights and
duties in contempt of the finaleauthority
of parliament, and doubly intolerable that
ministers should accept so weakly and
complacentily the humiliating position
which upon careful investigation they are
shown to occupy wunder the amended
Grand Trunk Pacific contract.”

AFTER THE KILLING.

London, which gives its mewspapers
great liberty and which shouts the loudest
when the Empire is threatened at any
point, has now many frank and bitter
critics of the British course in Thibet.
The cry goes up that Younghusband amd
Macdonald have butchered some hundreds
of hill-folk in pursuance of the useless and
inhuman policy of the Indian government.
The critics who most fiercely decry the
British success are the same men Wwho
would have most savagely indicted the
government had Younghusband been re-
called and Russian influence been per-

The refusal to make known its deter-| mitted to control the country Lord Cur-

zon described a few days ago as a glacis
just outside the British fortress India, a
glacis which Britain did not intend to
seize, but which she could mot permit
another power to comtrol.

It is not easy to foretell what may fol-
low this scuffle in the hills and the dviv-
ing of the Indian wedge into the forbid-
den city Lhassa. But we know ‘that in
the Hastern mind hesitancy or a too long
patience is regarded as born of cowardice
or impotence. The sending of commission-
ers to the Thibetan capital was under-
taken long before the smouldering fire
in the Far Kast burst into the flame of
war. It was undertaken for measons which
were suflicient then and which are even
weightier now.. The Thibetans broke a
treaty and dealt hardly with British
agents. .Such an example was calculated
to have an evil effect along the entire
northern border of India. There was tvo
“much reason to believe Russia avas secret-
ly priming the Thibetans for trouble with
the British, and promising them assistance
when the pinch came. What Russia could
do along these lines in Thibet she couid
do in other quanters, in Persia and Af-
ghamistan in the west, and in China and
Siam in the morth and cast. -1t is neces-
sany that Britain look sharply to her out-
posts and that her ascendancy shall mot
be diminished by any couise which might
be mistaken for faltering.

It is easy to say of the fight at Gurn

. City.

clothing f

The Best éldihing’ for the Money .
Sold in Saint John, is Sold Right Here.

Apiil 6, 1904)

This is not a mere advertising claim, it is a statement

ring Suits, - -
ing Top Coatls, -
Yolng Men’s Suits, .

o

ss getiffig a spring overcoat—your
thing the boy carefully, even
comes from sick boys and not

Eton Sallor Suits, $4450, 5 50, 6 50 Vest Suits, $3 00 to 9 00
S50, 6 50, 7 00 0vercocgs,
5003 50,6 00,70

3350
10 00 Rain Coats,

5 00, 5 50, 6 00, 7 GO

GREATER

Cor, Germain, 3% John, N. B

of fact, proved by the biggest clothing business in the
It stands to reason that we would never have
achieved such a remarkable success unless we could give
you something more than you can get anywhere else.
Think it over, and you'll realize that our wonderful growth
could only be due to one thing—our ability to sell better
or the money than can be bought anywhere else.

$5 0070 $25 co
7 0010 20 00
S 00 10

15 00

Out-of-town people remember if you cannot call there is still a co:-
necting link between us — the mails.
by letter. Our spring sample book has been promised us by the printers this week.
and we will send you one free,

Write, and we will wait on you
Wiite

OAK HALL,
SCOVIL BROS. & €O

that the Sikhs butchered a lot of hillmen
who had only bows and matchlocks. On
the other hand it is to be kept in mind
that the expedition,  of whose terrible
journey through the mountains we heard
so recently, was a small one, far from re-
inforcements, and likely to be surrounded
and stanved out by thousands of fighting
men ready ‘to obey the curious authori-
ties they wecognize. The siklis were in
the position of men whose' hands must
keep their heads. It would be expected
of them that svhen a fight was forced
upon them they would strike hard thab
the people in the heart of whose country
they mow are might not take heart too
quickly and wrally to their extermination.

VACANCIES.
Disposed to discuss the vacancies in the
New Brunswick cabinet the Sum prints
among other improbable rumers one to

the effect that Mr. James Barnes desires
to become attorney general. It may be
seen that the Sun does some injustice to
Mr. Barnes’ ambition in this instance as
the office of attorney general is now very
much occupied by Hon. Mr. Pugsley, who,
as far as is known, nwill continue to fill
it. Moreover Mr. Barnes is not a law-

ing the claims of Kent county says it is
the surveyor-gemeralship Mr. Barnes
wants and asserts that he is the man
best qualified for that important office.

Contemplating another aching void in
the cabinet the Carleton Sentinel, speal-
ing in behalf of Mr. W. D. Jones, says
there is a strong deeling that Carleton
county, “which has not had a portfoliv
since the days of Hon. William lindsay,
will be given substantial recognition in
the appointments soon to be made.” Kent
county, as the Review points out, has not
had a portfolio since Confederation.

The Sun, in its cabinet making, gives
St. John one position in the cabinet, but
without office. Its programme would give
St. John a forecastle member in place of
the two portfolios recently held by this
city and county, an arrangement to whici
the Sun would subsecribe as likely to cre-
ate dissatisfaction with the government
here. Premier Tweedie has had consider-
able gratuitous advice in regard to these
vacancies. He intends to appoint mo one
until after the session. When he gets
along to 1t he will find some capable ap
piicants to choose from. The opposition
newspapers would find it somewhat difti-
culfj to name a brilliant cabinet from Mr.
b Hazen’s little band. KForfunately it will
be a long time before Mr. Hazen and his
editorial councillors will ®ave that oppor-
tunity.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The International Peace Society is to
meet in Boston in Ooctobar, by which time
the trouble in the Far Fast is likely to
ba acute enough to lend sowe point to the

society’s efforts.
- * *

“What of it?” says Allderman Christie
when he js informed that Champlain dis-
covered this region 300 years ago. _It/‘S
cheaper to forget it, the alderman thinks,
and for him that appears to seltle it.

. & » o)

As a rule about 5,000 men are qualified

ta vote at the civic elecgion. About 9,000

~a

yer, and the Richibucto Review, in stat- |
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should pay taxes. It is )il{e]y that if those

who owe one year's taxes are permitted

to vote, some 7,000 in all will be qualified.

If we had 7,000 men keenly interested in

civie affairs we should get along very well.
* » *

The Russians may have retired.“in per-
fect order” after their repulse at Chong-
Ju but it mow appears that they kept on
retiring and went both fast and far. The
Japanese pursued them for thirteen miles
and the Russians did not stop for any con-
siderable period until they were twenty-
three miles from the scene of the fighting.

o HISE . i, 2

The Ottawa Board of Trade asks the
government to remove the duty of fifty-
three cents per ton on bituminous coal
imported into Canada. Ontario’s case in
this instance is a strong one, but the gov-
ernment, if it takes off the coal duty might
reasonably be asked to make similar cou-
cessions to other provinces in regard to
oil and other articles.

i, I

The wiceregal household has been pecu-
fiarly unfortunate of late. IFollowing the
announcement of the severe accident sus-
tained by Lady Minto comes the fire which
nearly destroyed Ridean Hall and imperil-
ed the lives of its occupants. The story ot
the fire indicates that it may have been
caused by the carelessness of one of jthe
men of the Governor General’s suite.

A

The Sun and ithe Star should accept
Premier Tweedie's rebuke quietly, as
merited, or should prove that it is un-
merited by securing from Rev. Mr. Ham-
ilton and Mr. Everett open contirmation
of the editorial assertion that the tem-
perance delegation was “turned down.”
Otherwise the public must believe that
there avas deliberate and foolish misrepre-

sentation.
* O »

Mr. Hearst, who is trying to buy a
presidential nomination, has discovered
one American citizen who ‘is not for saie.
The exception, like Mr. Hearst, is a news-
paper man. He is Col. Henry Watterson,
of the Louisville Courier-Journal. 1he
Colonel is a Democrat and an editor and
he occasionally writes some pretty lively,
cont_r'ubutions to the controversial litera-
ture of the day. But he is not yellow.
ATr. Hearst offered Colonel Wattenson
$25,000 to spend the avinter in Washing-
ton ‘and write occasional letters for the
Ilearst newspapers. . The Colonel declined,
politely. Mr. Hearsticould not believe he
nvas in earnest. He renewed the offer and
became pressing. Then Colonel \Watter-
son wrote this reply:—

_ “Dear Sir: You haven’t enough mones
in your family, and mever will have, {0
induce me to write one line for you.”

Spring.
The young lambs sport - in the sunlight's

zleam,

And people hire the truckman’s team;

The switch for the carpets comes into play,
And the good-man fasts through the liveloog

caz.
The green grass peeps from bencath the

snow,
And the dust drifts out through the noon-
tide's glow;
For instead of boiling the mid-day fare,
They are cleaning the grimc from the kitchen
stair, 1
—BOBS.

Moncton, March 30.




