W THEY RISK.GREAT DEFEAT

Henri Bidou Declares the German Objective Re-

mains in the South and that by Forcing theirl

Adversary to the North they are Preparing a
Thorough Attack in the South.

(By Henri Bidou, Military Critic of the Paris Journal).
Special Cable to N. Y. Tribune and St. John Standard.
Paris, April 15.—Before the battle of Armentieres the
German lines formed a kind of hump between the Bassee

Canal and the south of Armentieres. They formed the con-,

tour of a low lying scene whence the enemy could overlook
the Allied lines in the west. The Anglo-Portugese troops
were thus below the enemy in a country where it is difficult
to dig in water-soaked clay. It was hard to hold the position.
The Germans have pierced it.

Fortunately, however, the true line of defence was not
there. The first lines penetrated neither from the German nor
the other side the chief position. This is in the rear. For the
Germans it was at a distance of three kilometres, what the
English’ call the crest of Aubers. For the Allies it was five
or six kilometres westward on the edge of a long ditch,

where the Lawe and the Lys flow in succession.

paring a thorough attack in the south.
It is therefore in their interest to
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~ HUNFORCES

Momentum of German At-
tacks in the Northern Sec-
tor has been Broken.

SITUATION STILL
RATHER CRITICAL

Fail to Break
Through, Although they
Gain Some Ground.

Germans

Seven days after the Germauns
launched their gigantic assault against
the British lines between Lens and
Ypres, the momentum of their attacks
has been broken and the waves of the
Teutonic forces are recoiling before
the rock of the British defence. ,While
the Germans have made gains of
ground and have driven a wedge into
the British lines to a considerable
depth, they seem to have failed in
their attempt to break through or take
important railroad junctions. During
the last day there have been bitterly
fought engagements at four places,
all on the northern aide of the salient
to the south of Ypres. Seven assaults
against the British trenches at Mer-
ville, near the apex of the triangular
dent in the British lines, have been
hurled back by the British. Neuve
Eglise, on the extreme southwestern
gpur of Messines Ridge, has been
taken by the Germans after a struggle
which wilF go into history as one of
the greatest of the past week.

May Counter Attack.

The British, however, have not re-
tired far and it is probable that they
will at once organize a counter attack
to force the Germans out of the town,
which, if held, .might be a “kicking
off” point for an attack which might
outflank and make untenable Méssines
Ridge, the key to the British positions
about Ypres. Bailleul and Wulver-
ghem, between Neuve Eglise and Mer-
ville, have also been the scenes of hard
fighting, but, except for Neuve Eglise,
the northern side of the salient has
stood firm. On the southern side of
the salient, according to Berlin, flerce
struggles have been fought.

It has been the German plan of cam-
paign since March 21, when the great
offensive started, to strike hard at
some particular sector and if that blow
was parried, to turn powerfully against
some new point. This procedure prob-
ably will be followed in the next few
days by a new assault somewhere
south of Arras.

Attempt on Amiens?

An attack north of Ypres is hardly
possible, for the low lands of Belgium
are as yet too waterlogged to permit
active operations. An attack on Ar-
ras would entail the hurling of troops
against Vimy Ridge, the Labyrinth 'and
other formidable military works pro-
tecting that city.

It may be that the savage fighting
reported at Hangard-En-Santerre,
south of Albert, and on the center of
the line facing Amiens, may mark the
beginning of a new attempt to sweep
westward toward Amiens. So far the
fighting has brought the Germans only
losses in men and ground. Further
south, near Montdidier, there has been
intense artillery firing, but the Ger-
mans ve not attempted infantry
operations in this important sector.

Helsingfors Falls.

@German troops have entered Helsing-

fors, the Finnish capital. It was re-
ported last week that the Russian war-
ships which have been there had
made their pe and had hed
Kronstadt, the great Russian naval
base.
American forces near Toul are
standing firm before heavy attacks by
the Germans and have held their lines
intact in spite of all the weight of men
and metal the enemy has Jloosed
against them. The Germans have lost
very heavily.

The constant German attacks in
this sector may have some bearipg on
the development of the German offen-
sive campaign and much. interest in
the situation throughout the region
held by General Pershing’s men is evi-
denced by the allied leaders. '

Prague Outbreak.

Labor Misiistérs Have Satis-
factory - Conference with
Prmeier: Lloyd George —
Carson Appeals to Govern-

ment,

s e

London, April 16.—The labor minis-
ters of the ocabinet in an interview
with Premfer floyd George tonight,
pressed the premier to grant self-gov-
ernment to Ireland on the basis of the
majority report of the Irish conven-
tion before censcription is put into
operation, It is understood that the
conference had satisfactory results
and there will not be a ¢abinet crisis.

During the conslderation of the man
power bill in committee of the House
of Commons today, Sir Edward Car
sn appealed to the government to
deal frankly with the Irish members
in the House, and tell plainly what
kind of machinery they intended to
set up. He sald he found great diffi-
culty in understanding where they
were under the bill and was beginning
to have grave doubts whether the
government really meant to put it
{nto effect or not.

The government, he said, made a
vital mistake in its manner of intro-
ducing the measure and would make
the state of feeling in Ireland tenfold
worse if it kept the House longer in
the dark.

ELEVEN HUNDRED
RETURNED SOLDIERS

Big Steamship Arrived at Hali-
fax Yesterday—Over Six
Hundred Wives and Chil-
dren on Board.

A big steamship arrived at Halifax
vesterday from England with eleven
hundred and four returned officers and
soldiers and six hundred and seventy-
five wives and children, dependents of
soldiers and a few other civilians.

There are §ne hundred and twenty-
two officers. Among the number was
Lieut.-Col. Wi @, Gooa of St. John.

——————————

RETRENCHMENT IN
ALL MATTERS IS
MOST DESIRABLE

Ottawa, April 15.~—Various ques-
tions of labor organizaffons in Canada
were discussed today at a conference
between members of thé government
and the executive committee of the
Trades and Labor Congress of Can-
ada and representatives of the differ-
ent international umfons in the coun-
try.
To all of the requests of the degpu-
tation the government promised con-
sideration and the mumerous matters
were gone into fully. Sir Robert
Borden urged the deputation to con-
sider carefully the gravity of the fi-
nancial situation as & result of the
war, and pointed out that retrench-
ment in all matters was desirable,

The matters of increased salaries
for letter carriers was first taken up,
it being urged that they be increased
to a minimum of $1,000 and a maxi-
mum of $1,400. The premier pointed
out that although the public and the
government were favorably disposed
in. this connection, yet the working
out of salaries of this department
would have to be considered from the
standpoint of 50,000 other employes
in the country., Othér questions dealt
with were old age pensions, an eight-
hour day for men employed by the
government, and extension of labor
bureaus in connection with voluntary
farm labor.

The deputation urged the manu-
facture of beer eomtaining 2 1.2 per
cent, alcohol, instead of proof spirits.

st s——

WANTS NO CIVIL
WAR IN IRELAND

London, April 15—8ir George Cave,
home secretary, having repudiated
Joseph Devlin's suggestion that the
government wanted to provoke civil
war in Ireland, explained that the gov-
ernment wished to treat England and
Ireland alike in the matter of tribun.
als. The only object of proposing a
limit to the right of appeal, he said,
was to diminish delay. More time was
needed before tribumals could be set
up in Ireland, but he had no doubt they
would be inted on d

British Headquarters in France,
April 18, (Via ter's Ottawa Agen-
cy)=There everal unsuceesstul
German attacks yesterday afternoon
in the morthern battle area. The ene-
my in considerable forc od for-
ward astride the e-Lametta
road, necessitating a withdrawal of
our line, but our countersattack com-
pletely restored the sftuation. About
half past four two small attacks were
made against our positions on Mes:
sines Ridge. They were beaten off
after sharp fighting,

During the afternoon we pushed out
our line of posts nerth of the La Bas-
see Cawal between the Law anf Clar
ence rivers, One of these was at-
tacked by a strong party of the enemy,
the final result being that one officer,
five men apd three machine guns were
left in our hands.

Laf® in the evening, the enemy
again determinedly attacked Neuve
Hglise and a heavy struggle developed.
Our guns are reported to be shelling
the ruins of the place this morning,
suggesting that the enemy has once
more gained a footing, though prob-
ably we are counterattacking. Pris-
oners state that the enemy's effort to-
ward Bailleul is to be resumed this
morning. We have retaken the ham-
let of Reizdu-Vinage, three thousand
yards east of Robecq, taking 150 pris-
oners and six machine guns,

Givenchy and Festubert have been
heavily shelled by the Germans, who
are using ammunition lavishly. On
the extreme south of our line we made
a minor attack with the French, ‘im-
proving our positions north and east
of Hangard Wood.

HARDEST FIGHT
NEAR HANGARD

With the French Army in France,
pApril 14, (Sunday)—The hardest fight~
ing of the present battle south of the
River Somme has been almost jaces-
sant around  Hangard-En-Santerre
since March 21. Britfsn and French
have been engaged side by side in
defending this highly important and
strategic position on the road between
Noyon and Amiens. Several times it
has been wrested from them only to
be retaken in a heroic counter-attack.

On the fourth, ninth and twelfth of
April the streets of Hangard weré
scenes of horrible carnage, both night
and day, when the enemy was driven
from house to house before the French
battalions, On the latter date, when
the latest attack was delivered by the
French, one of their battalions was
surrounded in the overwhelming Ger-
man advance.

The major commanding entrenched
himself in the ruing of a castle gom
which he held the enemy in check
for over ten hours, meanwhile signal-
ling repeatedly for help and asking
his comrads to hasten. The Major

was captured but shortly afterward
,other French troops with a British
battalion arrived and after a tefrific
onslaught reached the blazing castle.
| They rescued the survivors and took
a hundred German prisoners, but the
major with another officer had been
carried off in the interim.

Heavy Fighting Still in Pro-
‘gress at’ Critical Point on
Flanders Front.

London, April 18.—(Via Reuters Ot:
tawa agency)——The enemly is held
around Neuve Eglise.

Telegraphing late this evening, Reu
ter's . correspondént says: “The
my renewed his attacks on
but his onslaught was broken up by
our a

Officlal Report.

London, April 16 —Bailleul and Wul:
verghem were the central points of
the heavy fighting today between Bri:
tish and Germans in Flanders, while
the German artfllery displayed in-
creased activity in the section between
Givenchy and Rol sccording - to
the report from Field Marshal Haig’s
headquarters touight. The  report
says: “Fighting occurred this aften
noon in the neighborhood of Bailleul
and Wulverghem and 18 continuing.
On the remainder of the Lys battle
front there is mothing particular to
report. :

“The hostile artillery has shown ae-
tivity in certain sectors, particularly
between Givenchy and Robeocq. Bodies
6! German infantry moving along La
Fassee-Htaires road were effeotively
engaged by our artillery,

“On the other parts of the British
front there was no important inci-
dent.”

QUOTATIONS IN
ST. JOHN MARKET

Groceries.

Sugar—
Standard ... ...

Yellow ..eo o0 0
08 ...0e o e “ 960
Tapioch ...ve coeese 017 “ 018

APPEAL TO THE
BRITISHIN U. S.

New York, April 15—An appeal to
Englishmen and Canadians in the
United States to make a personal ap-
plication of Field Marshal 8ir Douglas
Haig's special order of the day ad-
dressed to all ranks and hasten into
the service was contained in & tele-
gram from Major General C. B. Mew-
burn, minister of militia, Ottawa, to
| the British and Canadian recruiting
mission made public here today.

“The call from overseas is such”
said the message, “that I must ask
you, one and all, not merely to ‘car-
ry on’ but to do with remewed and
special vigor. Every man of military
age is needed, and needed mow,
Faith must be kept with those who
are fighting as well as with those
who have fallen.

“May every Britisher gnd Canadian
in the United States take to himself
Sir Douglas Hafg's special order of
the day and determine that it is his
privilege and:duty to sefse this op-
portunity and jein, the .ranks.”

——————

SEEDING PROGRESSING

tions fromithe loeal Irish government
board. $

Herbert Asquith, former premier,
welcomed further oconcessions s
nounced by Sir George, but still urged
the government to go cautiously.

n.|now generally in full swing and the

Winni ApHl 15~Actording to
week-end reports by farmers, seeding
operations all throtigh the district are

work is making good progress. Al
'though no figures are as yet available,

Only a care! B8y
ation of the special conditions of Irish
life, he said, could surmount the al-
most insuperablé difficulty. He still

considered the ernment'’s decisio
as {lltimeq md'i,l'itounry. "

it is exp d that the district will
show a very appreciable increase in
the acreage sown.
B r
Amsterdam, April 15.—A semi-offic-
eutenant-

creation of @ German government
there, but the imcident may be more
significant than has s0 far appeared.
The Slav races of Bohemia have long
been standing out against the German-
ization of their country and the out-
break at Prague may be only another
fndication of the deepseated

tion to the war aspirations of the Cen-
Nothing out of the ordinary has been

ority In that country, object to the|=""

[ O —
New York, April 15.~~Provost mar
shal calls for 49,843 men for the
mobilization ordered for May lst.

19 per cent. of third liberty loan
subscribed. - Treasury - Department
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'War.

Palestine or Mesopotamian theatres ""-u‘

0.00

Our line at $15 to $35 in-
cludes such a variety in col-
or, cut, ‘model and fabric
that the most particular man
can find his special idea. '

A'new assortment just right

ory” 1 to meet the first break of -
Spring. ‘
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April—Phases of the Moon.

Last Quarter...... 4th 9h. 33m. am,
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THE WEATHER.
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variable winds, ; i

‘Toronto, Ont., April 16~The weath-
er has been showery today in Saskat-
chewan and fine in all other parts of
the dominfon. It has been moderate-
ly warm in Manitoba and Ontario and
;:ltern Quebec; elsewhere ' rather
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CHILDREN HATE ¢
PILLS, CALOMEL
AND CASTOR OIL

If cross, feverish, constipated,
give “California Syrup
o 90
of Figs.

Look back at your childhood days
Remember the “dose” mother insisted
on—-castor ofl, calomel, cathartics.
How you hated them, how you
fought against taking them.

With our children it's difterent.
Mothers who cling to the old form of
physic simply don't realize what they
do. The children's revolt is wo&
founded. Their tender little “inside
are injured by them. 4

It your child's stomach, liver amh

e es +.38 43

bowels need cleansing, give dell-
clous “California Syrup of 8.” Its
action is positive, but tle. Millions
of mothers keep this “fruit

laxative” handy; they know children
love to take it; that it never falls to
clean the liver and bowels and sweeten
the stomach, and that a teaspoonful
given today saves a sick child tomor-

row. u
Ask your druggist for a bot-
tle of “California Syrup of Figs,’
which has full directions for babjes,
children of all ages and for growp-ips
plainly on each bottle. Beware of
counterfeits sold here. See that it is
made by “California Fig Syrup Com-
pany.” Refuse any other kind with
contempt.
e s e s

New York, April 15.—While the

tgreatest battle in the history of the
{world is being fought, with the great

est comsequences at stake that

ever beem put in jeopardy, the
sphere of the business and financial
world is overh with bd
seriousness, There is firm confidence
everywhere. in the final outcome of
the war, and determination, which pre-
cludes discouragsment, that effort:
shall be doubled and quadrupled. As

it is probable that thé
effects would have been
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