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CHINA™

News coming from different sources.in reference to  con-
ditions iv China goes to show that great  changes are in
" progress ihronghout the Provinces of that vast Empire,
The sleep of centuries'is being broken, and the country in
which all things seemed to continue as they were is feeling
the inflyence of the modern time spirit. Chiua's response
to that spiri, if #s yet feeble and hbalf conscious, is. no
doubt real, and prophetic of a future full of siguifi-ance for
the East and perhaps also for the West. Some important
documents bearing on the awakening of China and the
preponderating influence of the Japanese in the social and
political changes through which their big neighbor is pass-
ing have beepprblished in Shanghai by the Society for the
Diffusion of Christian and General Kpowledge among the
Chinese. From this source it is learned that while an in- "
creasing number of Chinese students go to Europe and

America, yet, owing to the nearness of Japan and the fact ./

that the same written lsnguage is used there as in Ching+ !
studenis secking education abroad find it much easier to go =
to Japan

About a hundred students from 'each of the eighteen
Provinces have been sent yearly over to Japan to learn how
the Japasiese have prospered so rapidiggy After a few months’

of yeass' Fesidence there, they return and wr'te for the Chin.
ese papers and publish pew books on every conreivable
subject. As they have bad no time to learn the whole truth
they publish the half truths which are so proverbially dan-
gerous  In a trapslation of John Stuart Mill's “Essay on
L berty™ is an ambiguous passage which may be read to
jmpty that the leader of the party which condernned Jesus
Christ was Paul, and that the Sepoy rebellion was caused
by the British Government insisting that in ‘the public
schools, supported by public funds, the reading of Christian
books should be a sine qua non. - The result is an immense
amount of new ideas, good, bad and indifferent-—gome

giving excellent advice, o*hers inciting to rebellion, while

*d . The niew Japano-Chinese. literature is being
encouraged and financed by Government. .officers

tsy of both countries, The Shantung Tmperial

just completed, is remarkably well built snd- organized for
teaching 6oc students,and has English, AW and Ger-
man, as well as lapamu professors.
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"IN THE MIDST' OF THE YEARS”

‘That was a significant time note which the mpﬁat
Habakkuk struck when he puyad, *O Lord, revive thy
work in tbe midst of the years; in the midst of the years
make it known.”  He was thinking of lsrasl as. midway in
her career. She wasfar from that golden age of miracle
which brought her forth upon the highway of the werld’s.
pistory  She seemed equally fac'from the consummation of

her national hopes and ideals. She had fallen upon flat,

stale, inconspicuons vears. The times were undistinguish-
ed by such manifest workiags of God as the former days
had witnessed. ‘They were unspiritual years, filled with
material projects and inarticvlate ‘turmoil. Hence the
prophet's prayer fr a revival of God's work “in the midst
of the years.”

That nofe of urgency befits thé times in which we live.
We, 100, are *in the midst of the years" It is nineteen
centuries since the Christian Church was launched, The
glories of the early days of Chiristianity have somewhat
passed fiom our sky. = We are uostirred by expectation of
. greaterisis in the near future. We bave struck the flat
years. The age is materialistic. - The thought of mankind

is absorbed in worldly schemes. In Canada our natonal,

aims 1un level. with the ground. We are catving new
pfovinm out of our western territories; we are pro;ecung
4 second transcontinental railway; we are opemmg our
doors ta the uohomed. millions of the world, inviting them
to locate on our Jands. - These, indeed, are great schemes
as regards national developmen! But what of gur national
life m its spirit and tore and femper ? What’ shall it
profit a wation if it gain tlie whole world and lose its soul?
If, on this long, level stretch of our history we forget God,
+he civilization we are rearing will carry with it the ele-
ments of decay- The twin forces of pamotum and relig-
ion unite to inspire the pfaycr, “0’ Lord, revive thy work
in the midst of the years.” i %

. . * - - *

Bt the time note of Habakkuk’s prayer has a nearer and
more personal appication. The years of our ‘middle life
are subjected {o peculiar spiritual peril. Because m, are
the strenusus years they are  frequently nnspmma! yeats_
Merr and women “in the midst of the years” are .buxb.d
in work, the building of a home, the provision of a com-*

others are only commonplsce. A general impression feems
to be gaining ground that Japasese civilization is better for
China than that of Christendom. In Shanghai fifty differ-
ent bookshops, which bave agencies all over the Empire,
are devoted to the sale of these books.

The wnfluence of this Japanese culture probably daes
nothing to allay the anti-foreign feeling among the. Chin-
ese though it has had the effect of rendering anti-foreign
propagandas less calumnious and more intelligent. This
fs shown in a manifesto put forth recently against foreigners
in the Province of Heinsn, and in other ways.

“The Chinese press has produced cartoons pldurlng for-
eign nations like wild beas/s about to eat up or capture
China. lathe north is the Russian bear; in'the centre is
the Eoglish bulldog; m the southeast is the American
eagle, while in the south there is the French frog. Round
Formosa s a lasso thrown oul by Japan, an4 around Shan-

P  the making of a reputation, the achievement of an
ambiuon 1t is easy to forget God “in the midst of the

years." Youth has its idealism, its fond bopulml ‘beauti.

ful dreanis, Heaven Tlies about us in the morning of our
life, and age is mellow and tender, reminiscent and teﬂect
ive. The heavens bend low again and touch 'tis with their
charm. We ti= up, as it were, the two ends " of our: life.
looping theni by prayer and hope fo heaven. Th. sag
comes in the middle. The years of creative u:tivity ook

too much earthward. - Everv pastor knows that theforce of .

Jife in the midst of the years” is mainly diverted from re-
ligious work. The spirital glow is in the youngand in the
old, 1f we could have a revival that would call ‘into” the
spiritual activities of the church our members in middle
life, n power would be brought to bear that would Lift our

whole chiurch life up to splendid victoriousvess.  Thereare

tung is a link representing 8 German sausage. Foreign®

railways, mining and other syndicates are ‘like spiders
webs, devised first to entasgle, so as finally to ‘absorb

China. To avert this calamity the Chinese plaoned and

carried out‘the great Boxer movement, and now they won-
der if they cannot succeed far better by the aid of a power«
* ful ally.”

There is little cause for surprise if a more intelligent out-
look c'oes not deliver the Chinese from suspicion and jeal-
oury of the aggressive Western powers, or if the spirit of

the new Qrient now coming to consciousners should express
itself in such sentences »s these from a Jeparese ‘writer in
The Takungpao, Tien Téin:

“The Teu'onic, Latin and Slav races have become arro-
gant and contemptuons towards. other people, and have a
uuled policy of -ggreumn‘ attacking the colored races,

plingon and slaughterivg them wholesale. ~ In short,
“this racial 1mpemlnm is only another nate for what is
htuml and wicked, md theufore. bateful to all good

llent why the Church should concentrate much
of henolmtude upos the young. There are equaily ex-
cellent-reasons why sbe should tenderly ministér to those
who aregrowing old. But there are urgent reasons also
why much prayet and thought and effort should be directed

toward those whotu.nd“ul ﬂwmdntofth yeu:
-

the Fairville ehurch, has had an attack of pneumonia. Ag
is his wont, ke had been working hard and was_some-

a few da
friends lil!ld‘r]-
now on the

and that, -
Of gourse
in the way # move which is necessary in the
‘ b many will be sorey to heae

ot his le:vmg Fairville |

- geaprdingly, he hu resigned his

—Rey. A, T, Dykamn. the highly u!temedmtot of

what redunced !l bealth when the illness seized him.: ,liu :
his condition was such as to euup hh

balance of $22,000 haying ioonhouldzm from last
year.
—Thelrpono!thekoyal Commismn mnhdm in-

ed ovex b t&mtdﬁaﬂhnolmmm, tlummen-
dation, if accepted by the Government, will mean 'the
restoration of a large part of the property of the Ubited
Church,  Legislation wmhm to mveeﬂect o the
recommendation, and it is said. that fittle, 1! any, oppm
tion to it is expected.
—M&amd&l&.lohnl.mu Cocmmﬁouu
last Wednesday, someone speaking in - the  liquor interest
and in reference to a protest against licensing liquor saloons
in the vicinity of churches, is reported as saying that a cer-
tain “Mrs; Corkery, 8 Roman Catholic, would produce nine-
tenths of the people who-attended the church  opposite, in
favor of her application.” Itis & pity that this shobld be
true for the church's sake and for Mrs. Corkery’s. We re-
cently published some excellent instruction- in relerence to
mpmugm&mm of this Province
It would appeas, however, that there is a sad lick of atten-
tion to this good instruction oy the -part of “many- of the

Bishop's co-religionists in St. John, for one need only glance -

over the list of applicants for liquor licenses in thiy city to
‘onderstand that the great majority of those who guin their
living by the business which produces drunkseds as its frait
mmkadoulymuehd with the Roman Cath.
olic Chusch:

LA 'good deal of interest is being takes in ma—
mmhu.hhh“ jon with the 1 Jasuing
of liquor licenses.  The Evangelical Alliance of the city
has taken a hand in the matter by way of presenling peo.
um ‘against certaio applicanis also against granting

to saloons in the vicinity of churches. At 5 mast-
m‘ofhbw-w«muw

K g f Sagal gesO
upd&ewgﬂambrﬂe—m%&.klh
man, Judge of Probate, Mr. A' W, Macrae and Mr. Mullin,
These gentlemen argued that the protest of the Alliance
eqdqmthuﬂvedbeumn was notpresested in sc-

nnuﬂwm two months by Professor ' Schar! :'i:
Whﬁh CztbahchdlmwhoohnW-&-

man’s physician has l'ecommended a ohange olﬂnm :

mesmbers of the Alliance were present to present the protest. ;
were also peosent in the inter-
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