NOVA SCOTIA LED THE

POOR DOCUMENT

WORLD IN MANY MATTERS

An Interesting Historical Paper by A. M.
Bell, Read at Rotary Club’s Luncheon
—Boston Rotarians Present American
Flag to Halifax Club

“Nova Scotia First,” was the subject
of a most interesting historical paper
compiled by Rotarian A. M. Bell, and
read by Rotarian W. M. P. Webster,
at Pesterday’s luncheon of the Rotary
Club held at the Halifax Hotel. Start-
ing with the early days of Hon. Joseph
Howe and Sir Charles Tupper and the
fight for Responsible Government, the
paper showed Nova Scotia leading the
world in the matter of education and
technical education, and at one time in
shipbuilding and sailing of ships. At
the present time Nova Scotia is the first
to extend loans for farms and was the
first province to pension school teachers.
Rotarian Hart was the chairman,

Previous to the reading of Rotarian
Bell’s paper, American Consul General
Young presented the Rotary Club with
& silk American flag on behalf of the
Boston Rotary Club. This flag was
given to Hon, Justice-Russell and George
E. Boak at a Rotary Club luncheon at
Boston in April, to bring to the Halifax
Club. An address which accompanied
the flag was also read. The president
of the Rotary Club expressed the thanks
»f the club to our American cousins, and
spoke of the splendid co-operation they
wre giving in the present struggle.

The Early Struggle

The paper is in part as follows:
Of the provinces which form the
Dominion of Canada, Nova Scotia is the
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smallest but one, and it was in this
province and the province of Quebee
that the great struggle between France
and England for the supremacy of the
North American continent chiefly took
place.

Louisburg, Annapolis, Windsor, Fort
Cumberland and Fort Lawrence are all
mute but eloquent witnesses to the grim
warfare which was waged with varying
successes between the two rivals.

The early years of the nineteenth cen-
tury are full of interest to every Cana-
dian. Two wars between the English
and American colonies were followed by
years of: peace, during which a struggle
of a different character was in progress
in both Upper and Lower Canada.

Owing largely to the great influx of
Loyalists which had arrived at ports in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick the
people were urging that they come to
“man’s estate” and no longer be kept in
leading strings. In Montreal this agita-
tion culminated in riots during which
the governor was assaulted and the par-
liament buildings burned.

In Nova Scotia the Hon. Joseph
Howe was the leader in the fight, but
here it was carried on along constitution-
al lines and the tower in Flemming Park
stands as a monument to commemorate
the fact that Nowa Scotia was the first
part of the overseas British empire to
establish responsible government—Nova
Scotia first.

Sir Chas, Tupper’s Work

The late Sir Charles Tupper next ap-
peared on the scene. Perhaps his most
‘beneficial work was the establishment of
a system of free schools in the prov-
ince.

Since Confederation Canada has had
eight premiers, Ontario has contributed
three, Quebec two, and Nova Scotia has
given three,

In the matter of the establishment of
an undenominational free school system
by the government of which Hon. Dr.
Tupper was the leader, Nova Scotia has
reason to be proud of her record in this
department.

The Canadian Gasette of London, G.
B, in 1916, says:

“Nova Scotia may well hold up its
head. The report of the superintendent
of education of Nova Scotia, just issued,
shows that the percentage of the whole
population attending school is 21.98—
the largest percentage at school in any
country in the world. The total enroll-
ment is 108,241, as compared with 106,-
725 in the previous year, and the num-
ber of public schools has increased from

2,662 to 2,692, that is 30 in a year.”
]

Dr. Mackay, our most efficient super-
intendent of education, says, in refer-
ring to military training in the schools:

“To the credit of our teachers in this
province not only did they lead the tea-
chers of the Central and Western prov-
inces by three or four years but they did
it without demanding extra grant for it.

“When the superintendent of education
for Ontario visited Halifax in 1918 he
said that ‘Nova Scotia had the best sys-
tem of education of any province in the
dominion.’ ”

In an address before the Rotary Club,
Halifax, Prtncléml Sexton pointed out
that Nova Scotia was the first province
or state on the continent to establish
state technical education.

But this does not end the claims of
Nova Scotia in the matter of education.
Not only does our province supply a
| good education to her own youth, but
she provides possibly to a larger extent
of educationists for export in propor-
tion to her population than any other
province in the dominion. The paper
gave a long list of names of some of the

.| most prominent educationists who had

brought honor to this province.
Nova Scotia First

As closely allled to educadon it is
worthy of note that the first newspaper

published in any part of Canada was
! published in Halifax, and the first mag-
! azinet known as “The Nova Scotizn
. Magazine,’ ’an eight paged monthly, was
‘also published in 1789. Again Nova
. Scotia First.

During the early part of the nineteenth
century building and sailing of ships
constituted one of the principal features
in the business life of the province. Dur-
ing 1861 to 1880 Nova Scotia attained
to her greatest prominence as a maritime
country.

So far as can be ascertained Nova Sco-
tia is the only province in Canada that
has a flag of its own, and at the period
with which the paper deals the flag was
to be found in every port in the civiliz-
ed world. A few years ago when there
was danger of our American cousins
adopting a national flower and it was
feared they would choose the Mayflower
as their national emblem Hon. Justice
Longley, then attorney general, register-
ed this internationally, thus preserving
it for our province.

In 1858 to 1885 occurred the war with
Russia, commonly known as the Cri-
mean, and in 1857 the Indian Mutiny
took place. In each of these events
sons of Nova Scotia distinguished them-
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selves and brought hamor to their na-
tive province.

In the first of thegy= struggles, Gen.
Williams held Kars jwith a force of
Turkish soldiers for ‘a perlod of six
months until compelled by famine to
surrender. )

Another incident which is not so gen-
erally known is that Joseph Howe, at
the request of the British government,
tried to recruit men for the British
army in the United; States. ' This was
contrary to international law, and Howe
narrowly escaped anrest and imprison-
ment. A number of vessels were fitted
out in which they sailed for the seat of
war,

The First Church

As Port Royal jwas founded before
Quebec, doubtless 'the first Roman Ca-
tholic Church in Canada was built there
by Champlain ori Poutrincourt in An-

ls,

napolis.

In matters pertaining to religion Nova
Scotia has a record not exceeded by any
other province in Canada. !

It is claimed that the first Sunday
school on the North American continent
was that of St., Paul’s, in Halifax, it
having been established in 1788.

‘The first missionary sent to heathen-
dom on the sole{ responsibility of a col-
onial church wag the Rev. John Ged-
des, Presbyterian, who was sent to New
Hebrides in 1843. The trip occupied
nineteen months: and a half.

Seventeen years later the brigantine
“Day Spring” was built at New Glasgow
for the same Missionary Society of the
Presbyterian church. Altogether this
society sent out from Nova Scotia in
twenty-five years thirteen missionaries,
of whom two yrere murdered by the na-
tives and one, the Rev. Wm. Annand,
still survives, after forty years of active
service. ‘

Nova Scotial was the first province of
Canada to prowide a sanatorium for suf-
ferers from tuberculosis.

Halifax hads also the first post office in
Canada.

Nova Scotia was the first country in
the world to send a relief ship, the

and the New; York World estimated the
value of the{cargo as equal to a gift of
$20,000,000 from the United States. !

‘The first  steamer .in British North
America. was built in Halifax in 1829,
and ran as m ferry between Halifax and
Dartmouth. ‘

The first ‘exhibition held in any British
colony wassheld in Halifax in 1854, l

Port Royal, now Annapolis, has the|
distinction wof being the oldest town but |
one in Nonth America settled by Euro-|

peans.
One interesting and curious

circum-

was the fact that in the cemetery of the
little Dutch Church there is a monument
to the memory of Resteller Jane Ratsay,
foster sister to her Royal Highness the
Princess Royal of England. She died in
1844, a child of three years. The Prin-
cess Royal, nursed with this child, mar-
ried the Crown Prince Frederick of Ger-
many and became the mother of the
blasphemous embodiment of diabelical
cruelty known as the Kaiser.

VWD TALE OF
TORPEDOING OF
BRITISH SHIP

(Continued from Page 10)

theyi found the balers and bucket in the
dark, I don’t know, but they managed to
free 'the boat, whilst I shifted the sea an-
chorto the stern and made a tiny bit of sail
andggot her away before the wind. After
that escape the wind died away about
midnight, and then we spent a most dis-
tressing night. Several of the men col-
lapsed and others temporarily lost their
reason and one of these became pugnac-
jous and climbed about the boat uttering
complaints and threats.

The horror that night, together with
the physical suffering, are beyond my
power of description. Before daylight,
however, on March 28, the wind permit-
ting, I managed, with the help of a few
whe remained able, to set sail again, hop-
ing now to be in the Bay of Biscay and
to surely see some vessel to succour us.
Never a sail or wisp of smoke had we
seen. When daylight came the appeals
for water were so angry and insistent
that I deemed it best to make an issue at
once. After that had gone round, amidst
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much cursing and snatching, we could see
that only one mor= issue remained. " One
fireman, Thomas, was dead; another was
nearly gone; my steward, Buckley, was
almost gone; we tried to pour some milk
and water down his throat, but he could
not swallow. No one could now eat bis-
cuits; it was impossible to swallow any-
thing colid, our throats were afire, our
limps furred, our limbs numbed, our
hands were white and bloodless. During
the forenoon, Friday, 28rd, another fire-
man, named Tribe, died, and my stew-
ard, Buckley, died; also a cattleman,
wkhose only name I could get as Peter,
collapsed and died about noon.

The Floating Grave,

To our unspeakable' relief we were
rescued about 1.80 p. m. on Friday, 28rd,
by the French steamer Venezia, of the
Fabre Line, for New York for horses. A
considerable swell was running and in
our enfeebled state we were unable to
properly manoeuvre our boat, but the
French captain, M. Paul Bonifacie hand-
led his empty vessel with great skill and
‘brought her alongside us, sending out a
lifebouy on a line for us to seize. We
were unable to-climb the ladders, so they
hoisted us one by one in ropes until the
twenty-four live men were aboard. The
four dead bodies were left in the boat,
and she was fired at by the gunners of
the Venezia in order to destroy her, but
the shots did not take effect.

I cannot speak with sufficient grati-
tude of the extreme kindness and solici-
tation which was shown us by all on

N, B.

SATURDAY, JUNE

board. Our wet clothes were at om:e‘
stripped off and dry ones put on; hot lea
and cognac was poured down our parch-
ed and swollen throats; then we were
put to bed in steam-heated first-class !
cabins. Our feet and hands were swollen |
to twice the normal size, and several of |
us narrowly escaped frost bite. In the
evening we were given a light meal of
soup and boiled beef with potatoes, with
claret, and during the night the stew-
ards were kept busy providing water for
our unguenchable thirst. Every possible
want was anticipated by the captain, of- |
ficers, engineers, and stewards,  who|
placed freely at our disposal their ward-
rotes, toilet articles, tobacco, &c.

The position of our rescue was in 46-19
N. 9-18 W. about 160 miles from lhel
nearest land, which was the northern
coast of Spain. We had sailed about 200|
miles in a south-easterly - directlon. I}
doubt if we should have survived an-|
other night after our last issue of water. |
I gave the main facts of the situation to!
the captain, and he sent out a radio mes-;
sage announcing our rescue In such a
manner as to apprise all ships in the vic-|
inity of the possibility of finding some)
of the other five boats. Captain Boni-|
facle also left his course that afternoon|
and procezded to the north-west in the |
hope of seeing some of the ¢ g er boats.

fcnmcstly hope that thé other five
boats have been picked up, for I tear tnat
neither of the small accident boats had
much chance of surviving the weather I
experienced. At present I'have not yet
regained fully the use of my hands and|
feet, but hope to be fit again before ar-:
rival in England, when I trust you will
honor me with appointment to another
ship.

1 conclude my report with an expres-
gion of sincere and deep gratitude to
Captain Paul Bonifacie and his officers
and crew of the S. S. Venezia, to whose
most generous kindness we owe a spcedyl
recovery from the effects of our expos-
ure. The doctor is an aged gentleman
of seventy-five years, who most nobly
excmplified the gallant spirit of French
self-sacrifice. He, too, has done his ut-
most on our behalf.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) BENJ. CHAVE.

Steamship Alnwick Castle torpedoed at
6.10 a. m. 19, 8, 17. Crew rescued by
stei?\ship Venezia 28, 8, 17, and landed
at New York:—

B. Chave, master; H. Macdougall, chief
engineer; R. G. D. Speedy, doctor; R. E.:
Jones, purser; N. E, Carnaby, Marconi
operator; K. R. Hemmings, cadet; S.
Merrels, quartermaster; T. Morris, A.
B.; 9. Meill, greaser; F. Softley, fire-
man; H. Weyers, assistant steward; S.
Hopkins, fireman, -

Deaths:—R. Thomas, fireman;"
Tribe, fireman and trimmer; Buck-
ley, captain’s steward; W, Kitcher, fore-
man cattloman; Peter ?, cattle-
man.

Rescued passengers ex Alnwick Castle,
8rd class:—J. Wilson, J. Burley, G.
Fraser, D. J. Williams, W. T. Newham,
E. O. Morrison.
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Askyour grocer for LANTIC SUGAR

From the
to the last Peach

first Strawberry

HE housewives of Canada must prepare for the
winter by preserving .very fruit in its season.
Resolve to put up every berry and large fruit that
is plentiful and not prohibitive in price. ;

Remember that all foods are likely to advance,.
especially tin goods. The well stocked preserve
shelf will be more than ever a genuine treasure.

9

“Pure and Uncolored”

is not only the best sugar for preserving but the most
economical, on account of its high sweetening power
and “FINE” granulation which dissolves at once in
the hot syrup. Get LANTIC SUGAR in original
packages in the size best suited to your needs.

2 and 5-1b cartons 10, 20 and 100-1b sacks
ATLANTIC SUGAR REFINERIES,LTD.
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FUZIE FIZZIES. The Massachusetts Federation of

(The O-Pip, published by the 58th Bat-
tery, in England.)
Wherz there’s a way there’s an M. P.
That even if we don’t get to the front
there is the Long Service Medal.
Uncasy lies the head that wears a
stripe.
Absent without leave breeds C. B.

Churches, declaring they represent 98 per
cent of the Protestant Church member-
ship of the states, has sent petitions to
President Wilson and Governom McCall
asking action to be taken to prohibit
the manufacture, sale and transportation
of liquor traffic during the war.

The dawn of “More Bread and Better Bread™
arrived the day the sun first shone on
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may be wiped over with a damp
cloth; this means delightful
cleanliness maintained with the
least possible effort.

A range having ample capacity,
compactly built, equipped to do
all classes of cooking quickly
and well, it is a great labor and
time saver.

Booklet free.
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Clessien! Tripes, Combridps University, England.
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| “No matter how regular the Features—
Beauty is dependent on the Complexion”
So said the Great Napoleon. He could have

gone much further and said that a woman can-
be even attractive without a Good Complexion.
Why are so many women careless, in this respect, when
the remedy is so simple? SEELY’'S DOUBLE
CREAMS not only preserve a good complexion, but
they provide a Good Complexion where it is lacking.
Send us a dollar and the name of your dru
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insures Perfect Sanitation for all
Metal Ware and Enamel Surfaces.
A sweet hygienic refrigerator safe-
guards your heaith and keeps
food longer and better.
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The Best Oil For Your Car

Wolf’s Head Oil is endorsed by over 100 leading
B automobile and motor boat manufacturers.
They recommend it because they have found,
after exhaustive practical tests, that it best
) suited to the requirements of their motors.
Follow. their lead—use only Wolf’s Head Oil
thus insuring long life to your motor and
the elimination of lubrication troubles.

Weolf’'s Head Oil

is distilled, filtered and refiltered
until it is absolutely free from in-
jurious free carbon, the cause of
most cylinder disorders.

It cost little more per gallon

but much less per mile. Itis Free Air

made in bodies to suit every Quick
- motor. lxel_mn and
'A ‘\;';7 55 Put up in sealed 1 and 5 u?:'sm
I : gallon tins. Stati

71 Prince William
Street,

st. John, N. B.




