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^7i^ ''"^ '"'' ^<.'iliiin, lliu intliii'iwc of

ihc (Jt'hic U*n)|H'r.uMt'iu anil < iilltirc

Ii.i-* iM'cn ri'< (i^nisfil a-* stiriiiila(in);

and niinlifyniK ilu- Irinil nf larly

Kn^li^li inli'Ik'i tiial life ; l>tit in ttiii

\\»'tk It !» not |H)N>ililc (lircitly to

takf ((i>;ni-.ani (• of Oir liti ratlins of tlif rail's

otliir til. in .\n>;hr »l,o have Kintiilniti'd I'sscnti.ii

cliMiirnts t'. the niixeil |K'o|>I« how inhabiting the

lliilisli Islands. Kesides Kn^lish in its \aiioiis

di.ilei ts and sutn'ssi\o sta>^es, at le.ist (ive

lanmi.ifjes have Ix'cn s|iiikin l>y those at home
uilliin this area even if «e .irrani;e the t'eltii

tongues in two L;roii|)s only Irish, Manx, and
.S. oti li (l.ielir; Welsh .iiiil Cornish. I he //«c''''

I.itliii'i iiiiliiii «as s|>oken in the Knin.in mlonies
for four lentiiries at least; and in the .Middle

.\;;is (.'liiin h and I.,iw l.,itin was the literary

vehiili- of some of the >;reatest Knjjlishmen,

and |>ra<tirally tin- vernariilar of synoils and
of monasteries. lioni the Norman C'(ini|uest to

the d.i\s of Kdnard 111., a- we have seen, Norm.in

Freiu li was the l,ini;ii,i>;e of literature. .Vnd it

should lie riniemhered th.it for generations the old

Nor^e in some sli.i|ie was s|ioken and written not

merely in Shetl.ind and Orkney and at the lourt of

the J.irls of Caithness, but in the Western Isl.inds

of Si otl.ind, in the I).inel.i);h of Knj^land, ,ind in

the Danish kingdoms of Dublin, l.imerii k, .md !

W.iterford : giHid iiuthorities hold that i oiisider-

able i>ortions of the i ollei tion i ailed the d'r/'iis \

J'lit/uiiiii /.'c/i-,;/,- were written by the .Sr.indinaM.ins

of Ireland. Other langu.ines were doubtless sjioken

in lirit.iin before the arrival of the first Celtic

invaders, those of the Ivernian or other prehistoric

inhabitants ; and some Celtic philoloi^ists now '

trai e the pei uliarities of Irish, Welsh, and the
i

neo-Celtic tongues to the old |)re..\ryan language,

characteristics they share with other langu.iges of

the old Mediterranean stock, ani lent Kgyptian and
modern lierber. In Wales, as in France, the best

authorities hold that the vast majority of the

present inhabitants are siirung not from the Celts

or any of the sui cessive invaders but from the
'

race or races who held the land before the coming
of the .\ry.ins. .•) forlion, this is even truer of

;

Ireland and the Highlands. The first Celts to i

invade liritain were the doidcls, who bei ame in- 1

corporated with their non-.Vryan subjects ; a like

process took pl.ii e when the Liter ISrvthonii con- {

iiuerors established themselves in Hritain. No- •

where in the 'Celtic fringe' arc the people of pure
Celtic descent ; and it may well be th • what is

especially i h.iracteristic of Irish literature and is

interpreted as the true 'Celtic note' is not of

Celtic origin at .ill, but reflects the m(K«ls of

the earlier non-.\ryan inhabitants of Erin, from

whom the iiini|uering (i.iel, iiu.iders liorii llrit.iin,

le.irnt the in.imuir of the giKls of the land, the
really autoi hthonoiis legends .uid folklore.

The Cyiiuii liti r.iture of \\ ,iles has .i history of
nine or ten lentuiies ,ind still rtourishes ; and for

three or four Inindred vears men of Welsh bloinl

h.ive been lonlnbutors to Knglish liler.ituie. .Sin h
Welshmen have not Inen vcr> numerous nor of the
lirst iinportance. Ihey have not lieen regarded .is

wholly .diens in Kngl.ind : .ind .is the) wrote in

the hier.irv Knglish of their time, it h.is not been
thought neiess.iry to tre.it them in .i separate
division of this work. \'aughan the Silurist and
his brother arc amongst the most unniisiakable

;

J. lines Howell, cosmopolitan though he was in

teni|)er, w.is Welsh by birth .is he w.is m n.inie .ind

bloiKl. John 1). ivies of Hereford was a Welshman
born just outside the prim ipality ; Sir John llavies

may have been of Welsh bliHul. The I'enibroke

Herberts were .i great Welsh house. ,ind Lonl
Herbert of t, herbury and (leorge Herbert weie
.ipp.irently Imth born at their father's home of

.Montgomery C, stie. John Donne, a po.i r in

Knglish literature, was said to be of Welsh desi ent
;

.and the great I'urit.in, John Owen, is known,
apart froih his Welsh n;niie, to h.ive been of an
old Welsh family. Roger Williams in Milton's

words, 'that noble confessor of religious lilM-rty,'

and founder of Khode Isl.ind— w.is a liery Welsh-
man. .And earlier, .\sser, Ceoffrey of .Monmouth,
Walter .Map, and the rationalist liishop I'ecoi k
by their writings lett their mark deep enough
on medi,eval Latin, .\nglo- French, and Knglish
thought. These are all notable figures in the
history iif our literature before the end of the

seventeenth i entury, and arc treated in their proper
chronological places. (aiillim, in virtue of his

great folio /' t/V.y oj Hiialitiic i ifilo , the eponyni
of the science, was born at Hereford of Welsh
family. .\nd dozens of others might be named,
from the voluminous Ciiraklus Cambrensis to John
Owen the l.atin epigrammatist, whose interest as
authors, however great, is inmnsiderable in. con-

ned ion with the story of Knglish letters.

From the .\nglo-Nornian Conipiest of Ireland—
which was l>oth the continuation and the completion

of the Norman Con(|uest of Kngland - there had
been muih writing from Ireland and about Irel.md

by Knglishnien for a longer or shorter time resident

in Irei.md, but not much that ranks as literature.

Spenser wrote his book on Ireland and most of

the I'lU'iit- fjiiri'iw at K'ilcohnan, his home from

1589 on, but his connection with Ireland is wholly

esternal. Sir John Davies, Sir William Temple,
and Sir Willi.im Petty were F^nglishnicn .vho lived

for a time in Ireland and wrote about Ireland.

Richard Stanv hurst, on the other hand, was born


