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1: Notes on Specimens.

loji^ical Society of Tjotidon in 185;i' In thin lU'tu'.le T

fij(m-C(i four species of bivalviffs from the coiil-foimation of

the South Jogjjjins, but without doHcriptionH. Two of thorn,

one the common I^aiadltes and unothera narvow Antliracomi/a,

wore referred to Modiola. 1'wo others woi-e refei-red to

('nio. One of these is an vln^/tra(?o?H//rt of lJnio-lil<e form.

The otlier appears, to bo a Carljonicola. perhaps O.

cmijulafa. 1 romarUod at the time on the vast alumiance

of these Shells and their apparently freshwater habitat.

This was the first publication so far as I know of these

fossils from the Nova Scotia coal region.

These shells wei-e further referred to in th) first edition

of " Acadian (roology" in 1855; and in the su])plement to

that woi'U issued in 1860, T proposed for them a newj^enoric

r\fiXi\Q,Naiadites. and described them in the following terms,

which I quote here, as indicating conclusions which have

to a lai'ge extent been verified by subsequent discoveries.

" The so-called >r()diolio of the coal-measures are still un-

certain as to their affinities. Thoy do noi come within the

characters of the genera Cai'diiiia, Anthracosia, itc, to

which fossils occurring in similar situations in the Hritish

coal-fields have boon referred. They aro all thin shells,

marked with growth lines, but destitute of other ornamenta-

tion, and, so far as can bo observed, without tooth. In so

far as external foi'm is concerned they may all bo referred

to the genei'a Modiolu and Anodon. J?ut mere form may-

bo a very fallacious guide, and 1 shall notice what seem to

me to be the distinct specific foi'ms under the jirovisional

name Naiadites, intending thereby to expicss my belief that

tboy aro probably allied to the Unionida\ They aro cer-

tainly distinct from any of the shells nf the marine carboni-

fermu limestones, and ai-o never associated with marino

fossils. It is possible that their neai'ost living analogue is

the Bi/s'iO-anodonfa of D'Orbigny, from the River Parana."

At the same time five species wore described, and indica-

tions were given as to their local and stratigraphical

distribution. A sixth species was subsequently discovered,
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