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cial demand which is nhoady hop;iiiniti«!; to props upon

us. Ahiska has storeys tar surpnssiii;:; in extent and

variety those of Pujijet Sound, Washin«;t()n, and Orejuon.

Nor is British Cohinibia either (h'stitute or inferior in

the same natural resources. British Coluinhia, tiieie-

fore, wants nothing that is not wanted also in Oregon,

Washington, and Ahiska—popuhition and cnpital. Of

these two, population alwnys goes first, and cnpitul

speedily follows. Into this broad field of activity and

enterprise I take the liberty to invite the j)eople of

British Columbia to enter, as copartners if they will,

as rivals if they must. I pray you, gentlemen, to con-

sider that the long ages, when communities pervaded

by common interests could be separated in their com-

merce, have come to an end. Steam on land and sea

and the electric telegra[)h have leveled the mountains

and bridged the ocean. Japan, Chiiia, and Australia,

are already adjacent, and commercially bound to the

American Pacific coast. Only two works remain to

connect Europe and the Atlantic coast completely and

indissolubly with the same great Pacific coast, the ex-

tinguishment of the colonial system of continental

Europe in the West Indies, and the construction of a

ship canal, adequate to modern navigation, across the

Isthmus of Darien. I find myself, gentlemen, tempted

to transgress the bounds of your courteous patience.

My entrance into Victoria a month ago was a bewil-

derment, resulting from the encountering only of

strangers. My parting from it is not unattended with

regret, because I seem to be leaving only assured and

tried friends. Accept my thanks for your generous

hospitalities, together with the assurance of my earnest

desire for the welfare of British Columbia and for your

individual prosperity and happiness.

i.tMtM^<MMH<WMi;«>W<M


