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question, along with so many greater que»-

tions, into the melting pot. The temporary

easing of the international situation after 1912

vraa followed by acute tension again, and this

time the restraining forces gave way. The
rivalry of Teuton and Slav in the Balkans,

where of late the balance had tilted against

the Central Powers because of the defeat of

their quasi-ally, Turkey, provided the setting.

The murder of an Austrian prince by a Servian

subject gave the occasion, and Germany set

the fatal drama in motion. What part was
played in her decision by dreams of world

conquest or dread of being hemmed in by
ever-stronger foes, what part by the desire of

a challenged autocracy to turn the people from
internal reform to external policy, will not be

certain until the chancelleries of Europe have

given up their secrets, if certain then ; but,

whatever the motive, all the world outside

Germany has agreed that had she willed she

could have averted the fatal ending of those

tense days of July 1914.

When the intervention of the United King-

dom was made inevitable and practically un-

animous by the brutal attack on Belgium,

Canada never hesitated for a moment as to her

attitude. The rights of the immediate issue


